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PREFACE

All praise and thanks are due to Allah who aided me in my replying of the former two articles; and this is the last one in series which needs to be answered.
 And this article claims that there are descriptions about the punishments of grave in the books of hadeeth but there is no mention of it in the Glorious Quran therefore the question is can we believe these Ahadeeth while the Quran is silent about?
If one carefully considers all three articles in sequence being circulated in an email; you will find that the first article
 was an attempt to prove that the narrations are inauthentic and contradictory. The second
 one was intended to cast doubts on the narrations of Saheehayn
. And this one is a matter of acceptability of the authentic Sunnah as a source in Sharia. For verily the best of speech is the Book of Allah and the best of guidance is that of Muhammed[s]! 

The innovators and deviants have always tried to cast doubts and reject the principle of adherence to the Sunnah. They play word games, they lie, and they contradict themselves, and prey on the spiritually weak. They always try to seek shortcuts in their religion and try to adhere to the religion that is tailor made to their desires. As Allah [swt] says, “Never did we sent a Messenger or a Prophet before you but when he did recite the Revelation or narrated or spoke, Shaitan (Satan) threw (some falsehood) in it.”
 They also reject the Sunnah which restricts people from misinterpreting the Quran and their goal is to do away with the Sunnah.    

Insha Allah in due course we shall establish the Islamic view of Punishments in Grave and also clarify the sources of Islam since their stratagem was to reject both altogether. And I ask Allah’s assistance in completion of this writing and in making it purposeful and to add all these to the scale of my Good deeds.

Aameen!

ORIGINS OF DENIERS OF PUNISHMENTS IN GRAVE

Atheist and unbelievers deny the torment and the punishment of the grave saying, “When we open a grave, we do not find therein either angels tormenting the dead, snakes, or a blazing fire. We are wondering how the grave can extend to the range of vision or be constricted around the dead given that we find it in the same way as we have dug it, without any expansion or constriction. In addition, how does the grave become the garden from paradise or a hole of the hellfire?”
 
Imam Al-Qurtubi[r] states that the heretics and those Muslim scholars who adapted the philosopher’s way of thinking denied the torment of the grave and said that it is not real.
 They cited as evidence the same as above that they did not find anything when graves were opened up. 
Imam Ibn Hajr al-Asqalani[r] states that it was also denied by the Khawaarij and some of the Mutazilah such as Diraar ibn Amr and Bishr al-Mareesi. They were opposed by all of the Ahlus Sunnah and most of the Mutazilah.

From this we can conclude that the origins of the deniers are not of recent but are of old times. And the article which we received should essentially be from among them. And most of these groups have also been the deniers of Sunnah. Therefore before we discuss Islamic view on punishments of grave one needs to know the status of Sunnah in Islam.
 
STATUS OF AS-SUNNAH

TERMINOLOLOGY

Since we affirm the importance of Sunnah in Sharia it is imperative for us to understand this comprehensive term because in most cases the understanding of the layman is highly narrowed. If one were to ask a layman as to what is Sunnah? he would most likely suggest that it is something what Prophet[s] use to do and which is something not Fard (Compulsory); he gets this idea from the concept of Sunnah prayers which are performed before or after the Fard prayer. So this needs to be cleared.

Sunnah in the broadest sense is defined as the entire religion which the Prophet[s] came with. Namely all matters of belief, rulings, manners and actions which were conveyed by the companions. It also includes those matters which the Prophet[s] established by his sayings, actions, and tactic approvals.

Ash-Shaatibee [d.709 H] said: “The word Sunnah is given to whatever has been transmitted from the Prophet[s] particularly regarding that which the Mighty Book (the Quran) has not provided the text for.”
    
THE SOURCES OF AHLUS SUNNAH WAL JAMAH
From the Usool of Aqeedah of Ahlus-Sunnah Wal Jamah (Main stream Muslims) with regards to sources and methods of deriving rulings is that they follow that which is narrated in the Books of Allah and the Saheeh Sunnah of His Prophet[s] both inwardly and outwardly, and they submit to it.
  
And also Shaikh Al-Islam Ibn Taymiyah[r] said: “Ahl-us-Sunnah follows the Quran and Sunnah and obeys Allah and His Messenger. They Adhere to the truth and there the most merciful to the creation
 

Also once when Imam Abu Haneefah[r] was asked a question about the theological rhetoric to which he said, “These are the words of Philosophers! Stick to the narrations and the way of the pious predecessor, and beware of all newly invented affairs for verily they are innovations.”
 

The reality that some members of this Ummah would reject the Sunnah of the Messenger of Allah[s] and would be content with the Quran alone is not surprising as it was already prophesized in the authentic Ahadeeth.

As it was narrated on the authority of Miqdam bin Ma’di Yakrib that the Messenger of Allah[s] said: “Verily I have been given the Book and something like it with it, but soon a satiated man will be in his couch, and he will say: ‘You should adhere to this Quran. Whatever you find permitted in it, take it as permissible, and whatever you find forbidden in it, take it as forbidden…”
  and in another narration they will say “We do not know; what we find in the Book of Allah we follow.”
 
And adherence to Sunnah was also commanded in the Book of Allah where He the Most High says, 
“And whatsoever the Messenger gives you take it; and whatsoever he forbids you, abstain from it.”

“But know by your Lord they can have no real faith unless they make you (O! Muhammed[s]) judge in all disputes between them, and find in themselves no resistance against your (Mohammed’s) decisions, and accept them with full submission.”
  

“It is not for a believer man or women when Allah and His Messenger has decreed a matter that they should have any option in their decision. And whoever disobeys Allah and His Messenger[s], he has indeed strayed into a plain error.”
   
“He who obeys Messenger has indeed obeyed Allah.”

Again the Prophet[s] also said: “I am leaving with you two things, and you will never go astray so long as you adhere to them: the Book of Allah and the Sunnah of His Messenger.”
   
Hassaan ibn Atiyyah [d. 120 H] says, “Jibraeel used to descend upon the Messenger of Allah[s] with the Sunnah just as he used to descend with the Quran.”
 

And in the Book of creed of Sharh as-Sunnah by Al Imam Al-Barbaharee said: “Know that Islam is the Sunnah and the Sunnah is Islam. One of them cannot be established without the other.”
 And Yahya ibn Katheer [d.129 H] says, “The Sunnah is Decisive over the Book of Allah.”

So it is evident from the above discussion that Saheeh narrations are essential part of the Islamic Law, and rulings are derived from it even when Quran does not provide text for it. 
THE RELATIONSHIP OF SUNNAH WITH THE QURAN
Allah [swt] chose Muhammed[s] for his Message. So the Quran was delivered to him and he was commanded to act according to it and explain it to people. For Quran cannot possible be understood correctly in exclusion to Sunnah. Those who content themselves with the Quran alone are straying in plain error.
Shaikh Al-Albani[r] says, “Islamic law is not based solely on the Quran, rather it is based upon the Quran and the Sunnah. So whosoever takes hold to one as a source of reference and does not take the other along with it, has taken hold to neither of them, because each one enjoins adherence to the other.”
 

And Allah says, “And we have also sent down to you the Quran, that you may explain clearly to men what is sent down to them, and that they may give thought.”

The scholars say that the Phrase “explain clearly to men what is sent down to them” necessarily be, 2 types of explanation

1. Explanation of the Word and its organization. And It is conveying the Quran and its secretiveness and its transmission to humanity.

2. An explanation of the meaning of the word or a sentence or the ayah, for which the general people are in need of explanation most of which are regarding the mujmal (concise) verses, or the amah (general) verses, or the mutlaq (unrestricted) verses. 

The Sunnah clarifies and differentiates between these sentences. It singles out the verses that are general, and specifies what is unrestricted and that is regarding the sayings of the Prophet[s], of his deeds and the actions he sanctioned. The examples are too many to discuss but and we shall just suffice with one. 
 Urwah Narrated I asked 'Aisha[r]: "How do you interpret the statement of Allah: 'Verily! (The mountains) As-Safa and Al-Marwah are among the symbols of Allah, and whoever performs the Hajj to the Kabah or performs Umrah, it is not harmful for him to perform Tawaf between them (Safa and Marwah.)'
 By Allah! (it is evident from this revelation) there is no harm if one does not perform Tawaf between Safa and Marwa." 

'Aisha said, "O, my nephew! Your interpretation is not true. Had this interpretation of yours been correct, the statement of Allah should have been, 'It is not harmful for him if he does not perform Tawaf between them.' But in fact, this divine inspiration was revealed concerning the Ansar who used to assume Ihram for worshipping an idol called 'Manat' which they used to worship at a place called Al-Mushallal before they embraced Islam, and whoever assumed Ihram (for the idol), would consider it not right to perform Tawaf between Safa and Marwa. When they embraced Islam, they asked Allah's Apostle (p.b.u.h) regarding it, saying, 'O Allah's Apostle! We used to refrain from Tawaf between Safa and Marwa.' So Allah revealed: 'Verily; (the mountains) As-Safa and Al-Marwa are among the symbols of Allah…'
 

So without the knowledge of Asbab An-Nuzul (Reasons for revelation) from Sunnah; the Ayah which appears as an optional act of worship proves to be the requirement of the Hajj or Umrah. 
And if one were to abandon the Sunnah altogether we would eventually deviate even in our practice of the 5 pillars of Islam and almost all other obligations of our worship. Therefore we conclude that Sunnah is the inseparable entity of Islam. 
THE EVIDENCE FOR PUNISHMENTS IN GRAVE FROM QURAN AND SUNNAH
It was made to appear that the Quran does not speak about the Punishments of Grave but this is not true; for both the Quran and Sunnah confirms the belief in the Punishments of Grave.
Imam Abu Jafar At-Tahaawee[r]
 says, “We believe in the Punishment of the grave, of him who deserved it; in the questioning of the graves by the angels called Munkar and Nakir – concerning his Lord, religion and prophet – in accordance with the narrations coming from the Messenger of Allah on whom be peace, as well as those coming from the companions, may Allah be pleased with them, And (we believe) that the grave is either a patch of paradise or a pit of Fire.”
 He also said: “It is obligatory to accept the facts and believe in them, but we do not discuss how these things occur, because the human mind is not able to comprehend how they happen, for it is something which is not known in this world. Islam does not teach anything that contradicts common sense, although it may tell of things that are beyond human imagination. Elsewhere he also said: “Know that the torment of the grave is the torment of the Barzakh. Everyone who dies and deserve punishment will receive his share of it, whether he is buried in a grave or not, whether he is eaten by wild animals or burned until he becomes ashes which are blown away by the wind whether he is crucified or drowned at sea. His soul and body will experience the same torment as those who are buried in graves, and he will be made to sit up (to be questioned) and his ribs will interlock (when he is squeezed by the earth), and so on, as narrated, without adding or taking away anything.”
      
Also Shah Waliyullah Dihlawi[r]
 states: “When the world of grave is a true and established reality, with pleasures and pains, it is necessary to know the affairs which are to benefit or harm man in that world. To neglect this knowledge is foolishness and injustice.”
 
LIFE IN BARZAKH

Primarily the belief in the last Day or the life hereafter implies belief in all that the Prophet[s] conveyed about the conditions of man after his death. And among these conditions include life in Barzakh which can either be delightful or otherwise.

As Allah says, “[For such is the state of the disbelievers], until, when death comes to one of them, he says, ‘My Lord, send me back that I might do righteousness in that which I left behind.’ No! It is only a word he is saying; and behind them is the Barzakh (barrier) until the Day they are resurrected.”
  
Do we need to elaborate as to what would be the conditions of these disbelievers who would request Allah for a second chance in this life before they were resurrected on the Day of Judgment? I am sure most of you would get the clue.
Quran also says, “Think not of those who are killed in the way of Allah as dead. Nay, they are alive, with their lord, and they have provision.” This kind of life is special for Martyrs before the Day of Judgment.  

And the concept of Minor resurrection is also found in the Sunnah as it was narrated that Aisha[r] said: “When the Bedouins came to the Messenger of Allah[s], they would ask him about the Hour: ‘When the Hour will be?’ He looked at the youngest of them and said: ‘if this one lives, he will not grow very old before your Hour comes to you.’”
 
Ibn Katheer says, “This means that their generation will become extinct and they will all have entered into the world of hereafter: whoever dies has in effect entered into the hereafter.” He further states “Some people say, ‘Whoever dies, then for him his Day of Judgment has arrived.’ This statement based on the understanding we have just indicated is correct. However, some disbelievers might use this statement, intending falsehood by it. As for the greater Hour, when the first and the last will be gathered on one plane, the timing thereof is something that Allah [swt] alone knows.”
   
PUNISHMENTS OF GRAVE

The verses that speak explicitly about the punishments of grave are as follows.

Allah says, “…while an evil torment encompassed people of Pharaoh. The Fire, they are exposed to it, morning, and afternoon. And on the Day when the Hour will be established (it will be said to the angels): “Cause the people of Pharaoh to enter the severest torment!”
 
This ayah is the clearest evidence in support of Ahlus-Sunnah who believe in the torment of the grave. For this ayah clearly illustrates that the people of Pharaoh are exposed to the fire morning and afternoon before Day of Resurrection. This also speaks of three moments of torments; firstly is in this world, the second one is every morning and afternoon before the Day of Resurrection in the grave, and finally to the severest torment when the Hour will be established. And this view is also supported by the verse of the Quran which states, “…We shall punish them twice, and thereafter they shall be brought back to a great (horrible) torment.”
 And Al Qurtubi[r] said: “The majority believes that this exposure (to the fire) takes place in Barzakh. This is the evidence which confirms the torment of the grave.”

Also Allah says, “And if you could only see these wrongdoers when they are in the agonies of death and the angels stretch forth their hands saying, "Discharge your soul! Today you will be rewarded with a disgraceful punishment for saying falsehood against Allah which you had no right to say and showing arrogance against His revelations!”
 
Note in the ayah the angels are punishing disbelievers at the time of death. And also they did not say ‘On the day of Judgment you will be punished’ rather they were promised punishments on the very same day they took the souls.

 Also Allah says, “Allah will keep firm those who believe, with the word that stands firm in the world and in the hereafter…”
 And it is narrated by Al-Bara bin Aazib, that the Prophet[s]said: “When the believer is made to sit in his grave, he testifies that there is no god worthy of worship except Allah and Muhammed is the Messenger of Allah, that is (What is meant by) the ayah, ‘Allah will keep firm those who believe, with the word that stands firm.’”
 And in another version it says, “It was revealed concerning the torment of the grave.”

From the Sunnah numerous accounts are reported in the books of hadeeth, but since the main purpose of this treatise is to refute the deniers (of the punishments in grave) in their claim that Quran does not speak about it; we shall not get into the fine details of life in Barzakh except what is in flow with the subject.
 
It is narrated from Urwah bin Az-Zubair that Aisha[r] said: “The Prophet[s] entered my house when a Jewess was with me and she was saying: Do you know that you would be put to trial in the grave? The Messenger of Allah[s] trembled (on hearing this) and said: It is the Jews only who would be put to trial. Aisha said: We passed some nights and then the Messenger of Allah[s] said: Do you know that it has been revealed to me: "You would be put to trial in the grave"? Aisha said: I heard the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) seeking refuge from the torment of the grave after this.”

Aisha[r] also narrated that the Prophet[s] said: “Don’t abuse the dead, because they have reached the destination of what they forwarded.”

Urwah bin Az-Zubair narrated that he heard Asma bint Abi Bakr say: “The Messenger of Allah[s] stood up and mentioned the trial with which a person will be tested in his grave. When he mentioned that the people became restless; which prevented me from understanding what the Messenger of Allah[s] had said. When they settled down, I said to a man who was near me: ‘May Allah bless you, what did the Messenger of Allah say at the end? He said: ‘it has been revealed to me that you will be tested in your graves with a trial close to that of Dajjal.’”
 
Also Ibn Umar[r] narrated: “The Prophet[s] looked at the dead people of the well (the well in which the bodies of those Mushrikun
 killed during the battle of Badar) and said, “Have you found true what your Lord promised you?” Somebody said to him, “You are addressing dead people.” He replied, “You cannot hear better than they but they cannot reply.”
 
Alhamdulilah we conclude from the above sound evidences of the Ahlus Sunnah wal Jamah that the Punishments of the grave is true and those who oppose them in beliefs and practices, by concluding falsely about the Quran (in relation to the punishments of grave), and denying the narrations are indeed astray and leading others astray. As Allah Said: “twisting things around in order to lead others astray from the Path of Allah - for such persons there is disgrace in this life, and on the Day of Judgment we shall make them taste the punishment of burning fire,”

Regards
Kashif ibn Sharfulhaq
haqqonline@yahoo.in
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