28 August 2007
To:
SQA Co-coordinator
	Action by Recipient

	
Response required


(   Note and pass on


None — update/information only


Contact Name: Bobby Elliott at Glasgow 
Direct Line: 0845-213-5473 
E-mail:  USERADDRESS   \* MERGEFORMAT  bobby.elliott@sqa.org.uk

Dear colleague

HN/PDA AWARDS IN COMPUTING AND RELATED SUBJECTS

I am writing to update you on a number of developments relating to Computing qualifications at SCQF Level 7 and above. This letter contains important information on the following awards:

G7GL 15
HNC Computing

G7TT 16
HND Computing: Software Development

G7TR 16
HND Computing: Technical Support

G7DX 15
HNC Computer Networking

G7DY 16
HND Computer Networking and Internet Technology 

G857 15
HNC Information Technology

G8CX 16
HND Information Technology
G7A5 15
HNC Interactive Multimedia Creation
G7A6 16
HND Interactive Multimedia Creation

G7DD 15
HNC Multimedia: Web Development

G7DE 16
HND Multimedia: Web Development

G7DF 16
HND Multimedia: Computing
G7WM 15
PDA Certificate in Computer Support
G7W5 17
PDA Advanced Certificate Systems Administration

Please note that the following changes are operational from 1 August 2007 unless otherwise indicated.

1. HNC Computing/HND Computing
DM3D 35 Professional Issues in Computing is being replaced with F0N0 35 Professional Issues in Computing, which is a revised version that incorporates ITIL
.  DM3D 35 will lapse from 31/07/2008 for new registrations; candidates have until 31/07/2010 to complete the award. The updated Unit will run in parallel with the existing Unit until this date (31/07/2010).
A small change has been made to the Support Notes within DH2X 34 Providing Support to Users (to include reference to ITIL). Please note that the original and updated Units share the same unit number (DH2X 34); the latest version is available from the SQA website.
The following assessment exemplars have been modified.

DH2T 34
Computer Architecture 1
DH33 34
Computer Operating System 1 

These versions are available for download on the SQA secure website.
2. HNC/D Multimedia-related awards

The Units DE37 35 Interactive Multimedia Creation: Group Award Graded Unit 2, DF6E 34 Multimedia Computing: Web Development: Graded Unit 1, DF6F 35 Multimedia Computing: Web Development: Graded Unit 2 and DF6G 35 Multimedia Computing: Graded Unit 2 have been modified to include a cutting score to harmonise standards across centres. The new versions are available from the SQA website.
3. HNC Information Technology

The following Units have been added to the optional section of this award:

D7LW 34 Communication: Using Information Technology & Desktop Publishing

DV5M 34 Web Design: An Introduction 

F1YX 34 Digital Imaging: Bitmap and Vector

4. Various HN/PDA awards

The credit values of DF9M 34 Client Operating System unit and DF9N 34 Network Server Operating System have each been increased from 1.5 to 2.0.  These units appear in the mandatory or optional sections of the following awards: 

Mandatory
G7DX 15 HNC Computer Networking

G7DY 16 HND Computer Networking and Internet Technology 
G7TR 16 HND Computing: Technical Support 
G7W5 17 PDA Advanced Certificate Systems Administration (end date 31/07/2009)
G8KC 47 PDA Systems Administration at SCQF Level 7 (new)


Optional

G7GL 15 HNC Computing 
G7TT 16 HND Computing: Software Development 


Updated frameworks for all of the awards affected by the above changes are enclosed.

5. Retitling of PDA awards
The following PDAs have been retitled to make them compatible with the new design principles for PDA awards. The revised awards are available immediately. No content has changed unless indicated elsewhere in this letter.
	Original award
	New award

	Number
	Title
	Date of last certification
	Number
	Title

	G7W4 15
	PDA Certificate in Desktop Support
	31 July 2009
	G8KD 47
	PDA in Desktop Support at SCQF Level 7

	G7WN 17
	PDA Advanced Certificate in Database Programming
	31 July 2007
	G8L4 48
	PDA in Database Programming at SCQF Level 8

	G7WP 18
	PDA Advanced Diploma in Network Technology
	31 July 2009
	G8L5 48
	PDA in Network Technology at SCQF Level 8

	G7W6 18
	PDA Advanced Diploma in Systems Engineering 
	31 July 2007
	G8KA 48
	PDA in Systems Engineering at SCQF Level 8

	G8E7 15
	PDA IT Service Management (end date)
	31 July 2007
	G8K9 15
	PDA in IT Service Management at SCQF Level 7


The following award lapses on 31 July 2009 and will not be replaced:

G5X2 17 PDA Advanced Certificate in Networking
6. PDA Certificate in Computer Support
Due to changes in the vendor curriculum, the above award no longer maps to the CompTIA A+ award and will be lapsing.   The final date for certification for this award is 31 July 2008; all outstanding candidate work must be completed by this time. The component units (DG0K 33 Hardware Concepts and DF9L 33 Operating System Concepts) within this award will be included in the new National Certificate in Digital Media Computing award at SCQF Level 6.

A new award, G8L3 47 PDA in Computer Support at SCQF Level 7, has been devised to map to the new CompTIA A+ curriculum. This qualification has the following component Units.
	Unit number
	Unit title
	Credit value
	Level

	F1XA 34
	Computing: PC Hardware and Operating Systems Essentials
	1
	7

	F1X9 34
	Computing: PC Hardware and Operating Systems Support
	1
	7


New assessment exemplars are being produced for these units and these will be available on the SQA secure website in due course.

7. PDA Advanced Certificate in Systems Administration
The credit values of the Units within this award have increased from 1.5 to 2.0 credits.   The original award has a finish date of 31st July 2009, with last candidate registrations accepted 31 July 2007. The revised award,  G8KC 47 PDA in Systems Administration at SCQF Level 7, is available immediately and has the following structure.
	Unit number
	Unit title
	Credit value
	Level

	DF9M 34
	Client Operating System
	2
	7

	DF9N 34
	Network Server Operating System
	2
	7

	DF9R 35
	Network Infrastructure 1: Implementation and Management
	2
	7


I would like to take this opportunity to remind you that the Computing team within SQA maintains a blog where you can keep up-to-date with the latest developments relating to vocational Computing qualifications. The URL is:

http://sqacomputing.blogspot.com
I would urge you to bookmark this site and visit it regularly.

The team also contributes to a number of dedicated mailing lists. The following table summarises the most popular lists.

	Qualification/

Project
	URL
	Set-up
	No. of

members
	Open/

Invitation

	All
	http://groups.yahoo.com/group/sqacomputing
	17/03/00
	655
	Open

	Internet Safety
	http://safety.jiglu.com
	12/06/07
	15
	Open

	ICTL
	http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ICTL
	12/01/07
	6
	Invitation

	SVQ IT
	http://groups.yahoo.com/group/svqit 
	07/11/06
	69
	Open

	Verifiers
	http://groups.yahoo.com/group/verifiers 
	06/11/06
	20
	Invitation

	SQA PC Passport
	http://groups.yahoo.com/group/sqapcpassport 
	29/11/07
	133
	Invitation

	NC Digital Media Computing
	http://ncdmc.jiglu.com/
	31/07/07
	4
	Open

	HNC/D Computing
	http://computing.jiglu.com/
	14/11/06
	2
	Open

	HNC/D Information Technology
	http://it.jiglu.com/
	31/07/07
	1
	Open

	HNC Interactive Media
	http://media.jiglu.com/
	31/07/07
	2
	Open


Please visit each list’s homepage for instructions on how to subscribe.

I enclose an organisation chart for the Computing team that I would ask you to use when contacting SQA.

My apologies for the length and complexity of this letter but it rolls-up many developments that has taken place during the last 15 months.

Thank you for your continued support for SQA awards.
Yours faithfully
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Robert Elliott
Qualifications Manager

� IT Infrastructure Library (http://www.itil.org.uk/).
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