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What is CLIL?	

•  According to TKT CLIL Glossary (UCLES, 2009), CLIL 
is defined to be ‘an approach in which a foreign 
language is used as a tool in the learning of a 
nonlanguage subject in which both language and the 
subject have a joint role’ (Marsh in Coyle, 2006:1).  

•  CLIL is “a dual-focused educational approach in 
which an additional language is used for the learning 
and teaching of both content and language” (Coyle, 
Hood and Marsh, 2010: 1). 	



CLIL in Europe	
•  CLIL is included in normal provision in most 

education systems. 
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CLIL	
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Background of CLIL	

•  CLIL is a teaching methodology. 

•  CLIL has principles. 

•  CLIL is based on the CEFR (plurilingualsim, CRL, 
ELP, etc.) .  

•  There are terminological issues (CBI, bilingualism, 
language immersion, LSP, etc.). 

•  CLIL should be different in Japan from in Europe.	



•  Sasajima talks about CLIL-type programmes and 
discusses how CLIL can possibly help change teaching 
and learning.  

•  Reilly looks briefly at several of the major challenges 
teachers need to confront as they set out on the road of 
bilingual/CLIL teaching in Spain. 	

•  Hemmi outlines the process in which the game of 
baseball was taught in English in a non-immersion 
context at Morimura Gakuen. 

•  Ikeda presents the two CLIL programmes he has 
implemented with his colleagues. 

Each talk has a different background and is very helpful to 
grasp the aspects of CLIL and develop CLIL theory and 
practice in a different context. 	





CLIL-type programmes for medical students in 
Japan　　　　　　　              　     　　　Shigeru Sasajima	
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The English curriculum for 1st-year medical students	

To cultivate students’ basic 
English proficiency: 

Reading skills 

Listening skills 

Writing skills 

Oral communication skills 
(interaction and presentation) 

+ CLIL	
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CLIL type English courses for medical students	
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CLIL-type programmes for medical students in 
Japan 	

Medical students are required to improve their English 
reading skills, increase their English medical 
vocabulary and develop practical English 
communication skills (Sasajima, 2004) 

↓ 

ESP, EMP 

↓ 

CLIL-type programme for 1st-year students 	



The trial-and-error stage for the teachers 	

2009    Experimental CLIL-type programme  

•  English teachers  (3 NS + 1 NNS)  
•  Each teacher can select the subject content 

2010    CLIL syllabuses 

•  English teachers  (5 NS + 1 NNS) 
•   Each teacher can select the subject content 

2011   CLIL syllabuses 

•   English teachers  (5 NS + 1 NNS) 
•   Each teacher can select the subject content  



CLIL type course 1	
Topics: science topics in secondary education: e.g. 

•  Health and Disease – Serious Diseases 
•  Antibiotics 
•  No Geeks Allowed!- Science for Everyone 
•  The Greenhouse Effect   
•  The Human Body 
•  Bioethics 
•  Nerve Cells/Small Intestine/Muscular System 
•  How Earthquakes Happen 

Objectives: 

•  to understand technical information given orally 
•  to guess the meaning of words from context and by elimination 
•  to read and discuss short texts 
•  to interpret a diagram and speak about it 
•  to focus on the core language skills 
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CLIL type course 2	

Topics: GCSE (General Certificate of Secondary Education) in 
Biology in the UK: e.g. 

•  The Circulatory System 
• Blood Vessels 
•  The Eye  
•  The Heart & Pumping Cycle 
• Blood, Lungs & Breathing 

Objectives: 

•  to have a lot of new and very useful information and a folder of 
good reference material about the human body in English that 
you can keep and use in the future, together with confidence in 
speaking about and experience in communicating with other 
people about those subjects and topics 
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CLIL type course 3	

Topics: GCSE (General Certificate of Secondary Education) in Sciences in 
the UK: e.g. 

•  Life Processes and Cells 
•  Health and Drugs 
•  Inheritance and Variation 
•  Mutations and Natural Selection 
•  The Digestive System 
•  Smoking 
•  Environmental and Inherited Variation 
•  Food Chains and Food Webs 

Objectives: 

•  to study, remember and utilize new English vocabulary in the above 
topics 

•  to have confidence and new enthusiasm for English 
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CLIL type course 4	

Topics: different kinds of complementary / alternative medicine as well as 
related aspects of anatomy: e.g. 

•  Yoga 
•  Iris Somatology & Diagnosis 
•  Acupuncture 
•  Herbalism   
•  Aroma Therapy 
•  Homeopathy 
•  Tactile Therapies 

Objectives: 

•  to answer the question, “What is complementary / alternative 
medicine?” 

•  to talk about different complementary therapies 
•  to describe some anatomical regions in the body 
•  to be more comfortable interacting in English 
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CLIL type course 5	

Topics: food and nutrition as it relates to the human body: e.g. 

•  The Obesity Epidemic 
•  Teeth 
•  Diseases Related to Diet 
•  The Digestive System   
•  Guidelines to Nutrition 
•  The Japanese Diet vs. the Western Diet 
•  Water 
•  Review and Test 

Objectives: 

•  to develop an understanding of the ways food can help the body 
•  to develop an understanding of the issues associated with poor eating habits 
•  to develop English communication skills 
•  to build a larger vocabulary related to medical terminology and nutrition 
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CLIL type course questionnaire results 	

How did you like your CLIL classes? 

80 % of students think CLIL was good.                      95/123 

What did you like about your CLIL lessons?   

1. Learning about medical or science topics      75/123 
2. Practicing English                                              32/123 
3. Presenting ideas to classmates                        27/123 
4. Thinking about challenging problems             22/123 
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CLIL type course questionnaire results 

Strongly 
agree; 4% 

Agree; 24% 

Slightly 
agree; 43% 

Neutral; 
18% 

Slightly 
disagree; 

8% 

Disagree; 
1% 

Strongly 
disagree; 

1% 
n/a; 1% 

•  Do you feel that your 
science or medical 
knowledge has improved in 
your CLIL classes?	

Strongly 
agree; 1% 

Agree; 15% 

Slightly 
agree; 38% 

Neutral; 
29% 

Slightly 
disagree; 

13% 

Disagree; 
2% 

Strongly 
disagree; 

1% 
n/a; 1% 

•  Do you feel that your English 
skills improved in your CLIL 
classes?  
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CLIL type course questionnaire results  
 What would you improve about CLIL classes?	

Some biological knowledge	

Every kind of knowledge about 
medical topics	

Medical knowledge / terms / 
topics / medicine (16)	

Knowledge (2)	

Science knowledge	

Not just medical knowledge 
(broader knowledge)	

Thinking about nutrition, health, 
body and so on	

More information	

English ability	

Speaking / speaking English (11)	

Expressing my feeling	

More discussion time	

Listening skills (3)	

Pronunciation	

Presentation	

Needing a little Japanese	

More classes per week	

Group work (6) 

etc.	
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CLIL type course: teachers’ perceptions	
Students participated in CLIL. I really enjoyed teaching CLIL. CLIL is my favourite 

course.	

CLIL had good interaction and enthusiasm.   Students had a more active response to 
learning.	

When starting CLIL, I felt nervous but gradually shifted my mindset to focusing on 
teaching content from teaching language.	

I worked more as a facilitator. I didn’t offer any long lectures. I tried to encourage 
students’ teamwork.	

Motivated students helped lead some of the tasks. CLIL changed students’ learning 
style.	

Students had the opportunity to do their own individual work. Activities are varied in 
CLIL class. 

I wish I would get lots of new ideas in teaching CLIL. I should be more conscious of 
assessment.	

It was hard to prepare the materials. Students often spoke Japanese with each other.	
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CLIL for health sciences vs. EMP	

CLIL 

• secondary school 
subjects (human 
biology, math, health, 
nutrition, etc.)  

• study skills 
• English knowledge 

and skills 
• community of practice 
• cognition 

•  EMP 
–  medical sciences 
–  medical knowledge 
–  clinical skills 
–  research paper 
–  presentation 
–  genre analysis 
–  professional 

discourse 
community 	
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YOU CAN DOWNLOAD THE SLIDES AT: 

CLILJAPAN JACET 
http://cliljapan.blogspot.com/ 

sasajima@saitama-med.ac.jp 
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