Look Down from Heaven
Isaiah 63
God’s grace and vengeance are two sides of the same coin.
The Lord’s perfect character is illustrated in: 1) His judgments; 2) His mercies; and 3) His faithfulness.
1. The Lord’s judgments (Isa. 63:1-6)

The chapter begins as a watchman questions an approaching warrior. Read Isa. 2:10-22 and Rev. 19:11-21 along with Isa. 63:1-6 and answer the following questions:

Who is the approaching warrior? ___________________________________________________

Why are His clothes stained with blood? _____________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

To what common agrarian activity is His work of vengeance compared? ___________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Who are the objects of the warrior’s wrath? __________________________________________
What is the result of the warrior’s vengeance? ________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

In what ways do the following scripture passages illustrate Jesus’ righteous anger?
Matt. 21:12-13 - ________________________________________________________________

Matt. 23:29-36 - ________________________________________________________________
Mark 3:5 - ____________________________________________________________________

Do you think Jesus will really slaughter the wicked who oppose Him at His return? How would you explain this to a person who says Jesus would never treat anyone this way?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

2. The Lord’s mercies (Isa. 63:7-14)

What does Isaiah recount about the Lord in verse 7? ___________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
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In verses 8-9, the Lord claims the righteous remnant of Israel as His own and even identifies with their suffering. How do the following passages of scripture express divine empathy?

Isa. 53:3-6 - ___________________________________________________________________

Mark 8:31 - ___________________________________________________________________

Acts 3:18 - ____________________________________________________________________

Who do you think is the “Angel of His Presence” in verse 9? (see also Gen. 16:7-11; Ex. 3:1-6)

  _____________________________________________________________________________

How do verses 10-14 depict the deity and personhood of the Holy Spirit?

______________________________________________________________________________

How do these New Testament passages affirm the deity and personhood of the Spirit?


Mark 3:28-29 - _________________________________________________________________

Acts 5:3-4 - ___________________________________________________________________

Acts 8:29 - ____________________________________________________________________

Eph. 4:30 - ____________________________________________________________________

3. The Lord’s faithfulness (Isa. 63:15-19)

Most likely, verses 15-16 are expressed from the perspective of the Babylonian captivity, with the nation of Israel calling on God – “our Father” – to look down on the people with compassion. But the concept of a believer’s personal sonship with God is not taught until the New Testament. Why is this, according to Gal. 4:1-7?
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

The people ask a strange question in verse 17: “Why, Lord, do you make us stray from Your ways? You harden our hearts so we do not fear You.” Are the people really blaming God for their sins, or is there a better explanation (see Isa. 6:9-10; Rom. 1:18-32)?
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

How do you think God’s faithfulness is demonstrated in divine discipline?

______________________________________________________________________________

