Hello, welcome to :

Spartak Mixtapes presents
Death of The Mixtape Vol. 3.0 [NOV 2008]
Erm, all over the shop this mix. I started with KC (which I heard in the trailer for low budget home produced film “Freak Out” about serial killer Dean Corl) and it went off from there. Rumble was banned for indecency, not a bad effort for an instrumental, A to G has a choice beat & sick alliterative rhymes (I’ll use Alphabet Aerobics on a mixtape very soon as it is mint!) Disrupt’s Foundation Bit was my album of the year in 2007 these 2 tracks come from an EP that is available for free download on the Jahtari website. Traffic Boom is from an ace CD of film music from Italian erotic films of the 60’s & 70’s called Beat At Cinecitta and that is followed by the 80’s Matchbox who played one on the best gigs I’ve ever seen bottom of the bill behind The Parkinsons & Ikara Colt at the Roadhouse. They absolutely blew me away. Moby Grape’s eponymous 1st album is great from start to finish & I’d imagine Kings Of Leon have heard it once or twice! Spiral Stairs of Pavement named himself in tribute to Swell Maps so that’s a good enough recommendation for me. The Shackleton track is a heavy moody dubstep monster with a John Lennon sample that tips it into genius. The new 2nd Skull Disco compilation CD set is, once again, an amazing piece of work, what a shame it will be their last. Hope to hear new stuff from Shack & Appleblim very soon. The last 2 tracks of the playlist are why I’m enjoying doing these mixes. Both are brilliant songs that fell through the cracks a little on release. Echoboy (Richard Warren to his mum) allegedly turned down the open bassist role in Oasis to do his solo gear. This track is from his confusingly titled 2nd album Volume 1 and is a driving motorik meeting of surreal lyrics, Peter Hook style melodic bass & kosmische effects. Lambchop is a long running Nashville collective led by Kurt Wagner that plays a stylish mix of country & sweet philly soul. Up With People is from their 2000 breakthrough album Nixon and is a beautiful & mournful tune with subtle political overtones that would go mostly unnoticed without the album title.
Anyways onto the tracklist –
1. KC & the Sunshine Band – Keep It Coming Love

2. Link Wray – Rumble

3. Blackalicious – A to G

4. Disrupt – Graverobbers from Outer Space / Chip On Fire

5. Piero Piccioni – Traffic Boom

6. 80’s Matchbox B-Line Disaster – Celebrate Your Mother

7. Moby Grape – Hey Grandma

8. Swell Maps – Read About Seymour
9. Shackleton – In The Void

10. Echoboy – Kit & Holly

11. Lambchop – Up With People (Edit)

Three songs by one artist in chronological order that shows an eclectic range comes from….. The early 1970s Beach Boys!
Bear in mind that the 3 tracks chosen could have been any of 15 or so songs from 4 albums worth of material released from 1970 to 1973. 
The Beach Boys career is usually lazily split into 3 distinct time frames, 1 - Pre Pet Sounds- fun in the sun, surfing cars & girls pop. 2 - Pet Sounds & Smile era, Brian Wilson producer as artist, psychedelic baroque pop & 3 - post Brian’s breakdown wilderness years. Although there is a hint of truth to this it ignores the achievements not only in the lead up to Pet Sounds ('When I Grow Up To Be A Man', the masterful intro to 'California Girls') but also the amazing music they recorded in the early 70's.

After Brian’s breakdown & the abandonment of the Smile LP in favour of the watered down Smiley Smile, The Boys entered a creative flux, lacking direction & leadership. The soul flavoured Wild Honey (1967) failed to capture the imagination & the poppy Friends (1968) reached only #126 on the American charts. Friends did however offer an insight into the new direction for the Boys in the shape of the first 2 Dennis Wilson written songs to feature on a Beach Boys LP (followed by the Charles Manson co-written 'Never Learn Not To Love' on the slung together 20/20 in 1969).

On a new label (their own Brother label run through Reprise Records) all six beach boys wrote for Sunflower, their first album of the 70’s, highlights being Dennis' ballsy opener 'Slip On Through' (the 1st track on the mix) & his classic ballad 'Forever', Brian’s back to form 'This Whole World', Bruce Johnston & Brian’s lovely 'Deirdre' and Mike Love & Brian’s overlooked classic 'All I Wanna Do'. Carl Wilson & Al Jardine provide co writers credits on the album with Carl emerging as not only a fine lead singer but also producer and band leader, qualities which came to the fore on 1971's Surfs Up. 

Featuring some fine songs from Carl in particular (especially Feel Flows) Surfs Up is probably best loved for the 3 Brian Wilson songs that finish the album. 'A Day In The Life Of A Tree' is a bizarre yet enchanting tune sung by then Beach Boys manager Jack Rieley from a tree's viewpoint, 'Till I Die' (track 2 on the mix) sets Brian's existentialist musings set to a powerful organ line with some of the best harmonies the Boys ever recorded, and finally Brian & Van Dyke Park's baroque pop masterpiece 'Surfs Up' was rescued by Carl from the aborted Smile sessions.

Following the exit of Bruce Johnston, Carl hired guitarist & vocalist Blondie Chaplin & drummer Ricky Fataar (who would go on to be a member of The Rutles!) and recorded the slightly disappointing & largely Brian-less Carl & The Passions - So Tough. As this was being released Jack Rieley, hoping to kick start the bands creativity and drag Brian out of his deepening mental illness, flew the band to Baambrugge in the Netherlands to record Holland. Released in 1973 Holland was a critical & modest chart success & contained 3 all time Beach Boys classics, the soulful opener 'Sail On Sailor' (track 3 on the mix) written by Brain (with help!) with Blondie on vocals, followed by Dennis's 'Steamboat' with Carl on lead vocal & Carl's own anti colonial rocker 'The Trader'.

After this artistic resurgence, in 1974 Capitol released Endless Summer, a cash in pre Pet Sounds era greatest hits package whose chart success gave Mike & Al the backing they needed to steer the Beach boys into becoming their own tribute act, selling out stadium tours banging out the classics to crowds of Hawaiian shirt wearing baby boomers. The Wilson brothers input withered due to lack of interest & substance abuse, with Dennis keeping back songs for his excellent solo record Pacific Ocean Blue. Dennis & Carl didn’t live to see the critical re-evaluation of the Beach Boys career in the late 90’s/ early 00’s that resulted in Brian’s Pet Sounds tour and the release of Smile 37 years after it was conceived, but I’m sure they’d be more happy with Brian’s return to creativity & apparent happiness despite his well documented problems.

