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World Religions and Cults 
 


Christians must understand 
Islam’s use and abuse of Jihad 


 
By Rob Phillips 
 
RIDGECREST, N.C., April 8, 2003 (BP) -- When radical Islamists brought 
unprecedented terror to the United States Sept. 11, 2001, they also escalated a debate 
that’s been raging for centuries: Is Jihad a personal, internal struggle against evil 
inclinations, or holy war against non-Muslim infidels?  
 
The issue is a lightning rod for controversy, and as Christians seek to understand Islam 
and reach out to its 1.2 billion faithful with the gospel of Jesus Christ, it’s important that 
they take a closer look at this Islamic ideology. So says Dr. N.S.R.K. Ravi of the 
Interfaith Witness Team of the North American Mission Board (NAMB), who spoke 
Aug. 15-17 at the National Conference on Islam at LifeWay’s Ridgecrest Conference 
Center. 
 
“Throughout history, Islamic and non-Islamic scholars have debated the concept of 
Jihad,” said Ravi, who was raised as a Hindu in an Islamic region of India. “Even among 
Islamic scholars there are various interpretations of this principle. Some Islamic scholars 
consider Jihad the sixth pillar of Islam, superior even to the obligatory acts of prayer, 
fasting, almsgiving and pilgrimage. One thing is clear: According to Islamic teachings, 
Jihad is fard (an obligation) for every Muslim.” 
 
The term Jihad is derived from the Arabic term “Jahada,” which means to endeavor, 
strive, or struggle. It is sometimes translated “holy war.” In religious contexts, Jihad 
means to struggle against one’s evil inclinations, but in many circles the word is 
understood in a military sense rather than its universal meaning in the Qur’an (Islam’s 
holy book) and the Hadith (the words and deeds of Islam’s founder Muhammad). 
 
Muslims contend that the main purpose of Jihad is to protect and preserve the haqq 
(truth), said Ravi. Some believe the way to deal with those who pose obstacles to the 
spread of Islam is to declare Jihad against them. This can take on peaceful forms: Jihad 
with the tongue (speaking the truth), Jihad with the heart (feelings and intentions), and 
Jihad with the hand (good works). 
 
However, the Qur’an also encourages Jihad with the sword – to defend Islam from 
attack, or to forcefully establish Islam in foreign lands if Islam is not granted free 
expression there. In this sense, Jihad may be waged against oppressors, disbelievers, 
idolaters, and even Christians and Jews. 
 


(Over) 
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“Those who participate in Jihad are told they will receive rewards from Allah, ranging 
from the spoils of war if they survive, to entrance into paradise if they’re killed in battle, 
according to the Hadith,” said Ravi. “No wonder some extremist Muslims are willing to 
die in the name of Jihad.” 
 
So, what of Osama bin Laden’s call for Jihad against America and the West? What of the 
Jihad that kept Iran and Iraq gripped in a bloody 8-year standoff? What of the teenage 
Palestinian homicide bombers who, in the name of Jihad, readily blow themselves up in 
crowded Israeli streets? What of Muhammad Atta and the other Sept. 11 hijackers? 
 
Muslims around the world will disagree as to whether these acts of Jihad were faithful to 
Islamic teaching or horrible abuses, but to Ravi that misses the point. “Isn’t it sad,” he 
said, “that Islam, which offers no assurance of salvation, holds out the possibility of 
heaven only to those who sacrifice their lives for Allah. Christianity is just the opposite. 
Our God sacrificed His life for us at Calvary so we might live with Him in heaven.” 
 


- # # # - 
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Witnessing to Muslims 
 
The North American Mission Board (NAMB)* offers 10 suggestions for sharing your faith with 
Muslims: 
1. Be courteous and loving. 


2. Reflect interest in their beliefs. Allow them time to articulate their views. 


3. Be acquainted with their basic beliefs. 


4. Be willing to examine passages of the Qur'an concerning their beliefs. 


5. Stick to the cardinal doctrines of the Christian faith but also take time to respond to all sincere 
questions. 


6. Point out the centrality of the Person and work of Jesus Christ for salvation. 


7. Stress that because of Jesus, His cross, and resurrection, one may have the full assurance of 
salvation, both now and for eternity (see 1 John 5:13). 


8. Share the plan of salvation with the Muslim. Point out that salvation is a gift and not to be 
earned. 


9. Pray for the fullness of the Holy Spirit. Trust Him to provide wisdom and grace. 


10. Be willing to become a friend and a personal evangelist to Muslims. 
 
Answering Muslim objections to Christianity 
 
NAMB also provides the following responses to objections Muslims may raise about the 
Christian faith: 
 


Isn’t the Trinity a belief in three gods? 


Christians are monotheistic and believe that God is one. But both in His work in accomplishing 
salvation through the Person of Jesus Christ and through biblical study it has become clear that 
His oneness in fact comprises three Persons -- Father, Son (Jesus Christ), and the third Person of 
the Godhead, the Holy Spirit. Mary is not part of the Godhead. The notion of God, who is three-
in-one, is part of both the mystery and greatness of God. God is in essence one while in Persons 
three. This truth helps us understand God as truly personal and having the capacity to relate to 
other persons. Christians confirm the holiness, sovereignty, and greatness of God. 


(Over) 
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How can Jesus be the Son of God? 


Scripture affirms that Jesus was conceived supernaturally by the Holy Spirit and was born of the 
Virgin Mary. It does not in any way claim that Jesus was directly God the Father's biological and 
physical son. It rejects the notion of the Arabic word for son walad, meaning physical son, for 
the word ibin, which is the title of relationship. Jesus is the Son in a symbolic manner 
designating that He was God the Word who became man in order to save humankind from its 
sin. The virgin birth was supernatural as God the Holy Spirit conceived in Mary, without 
physical relations, Jesus the Messiah. In this manner even the Qur'an affirms the miraculous birth 
of Christ (see Surah 19:16-21). Jesus was in this sense "God's unique Son." During His earthly 
ministry He carried out the will of the Father. Notably, the Qur'an affirms Jesus' supernatural 
birth, life of miracles, His compassion, and ascension to heaven. (see Surah 19:16-21, 29-31; 
3:37-47, 5:110.) 


How could Jesus have died on the cross, especially if He's God's Son? 


The testimony of history and of the Injil, or the four Gospels, is that Jesus died on the cross. If it 
is understood that God is love, and that humankind is lost in sin, then is it not likely that God 
would have provided a sacrifice for sin? Jesus is God's sacrifice for all the sins of the world and 
is a bridge from a holy God to fallen and sinful humans. 


This truth is revealed in the Injil-John 3:16. Even the Qur'an states in Surah 3:55 that "Allah said: 
O Isa [Jesus], I am going to terminate [to put to death] the period of your stay (on earth) and 
cause you to ascend unto Me."1 What other way could this concept have any meaning apart from 
Jesus' death for sin and His subsequent resurrection? 


Muslims believe that God took Jesus from the cross and substituted Judas in His place, or at least 
someone who looked like Jesus. He was then taken to heaven where He is alive and from where 
one day He will return. 


_______ 


1. The Holy Qur'an, translated by M.H. Shakir (Elmhurst, N.Y.: Tahrike Tarsile Qur'an, Inc.). 


* The text of this document is taken virtually word-for-word from “Islam” by Phil Roberts, 
North American Mission Board Web site, www.4truth.net. 
 



http://www.4truth.net/






Subject: Finding the God of the Bible 
Central Theme: Contrasting the Gods of Islam and Christianity 
 
Objective: Every person can know the difference between Allah 
(the god of Islam) and Yahweh (the God of the Bible) by asking 
three personal questions: 


1. Does God know me? 
2. Does God love me? 
3. Did God die for me? 


 


Introduction: On Oct. 4, in an interview from the Oval Office with El Arabiya TV, 
President Bush said this in response to the charge that the Arab world sees the president 
as anti-Islam: “Well, first of all, I believe in an almighty God, and I believe that all the 
world, whether they be Muslim, Christian, or any other religion, prays to the same God. 
That's what I believe.” The Koran seems to support the president’s view: 


Do not argue with the people of the scripture (Jews, Christians, and Muslims) except in the nicest 
possible manner—unless they transgress—and say, "We believe in what was revealed to us and in 
what was revealed to you, and our god and your god is one and the same; to Him we are  
submitters." (29:46)  


While it appears the president’s comments were intended to soothe the minds of Muslim 
viewers, they had just the opposite effect on me. The god of Islam and the God of the 
Bible clearly are different. In fact, whether you’re Christian or Muslim, every person can 
know the difference between Allah and God by asking three personal questions: 
 
The first question is this: Does God know me? 
 
Allah. The Koran teaches that Allah is the transcendent creator, all-powerful and all-
knowing. He knows who you are; in fact, he has fatalistically determined your thoughts, 
words and deeds – good and evil – and even your eternal destiny, which is why Muslims 
so often say, “If Allah wills it.” So, Allah does indeed know you. 
 
But Allah is not truly personal, knowable, or approachable. The Koran depicts him more 
judgmental than gracious. He exists as a singular unity who has no “partners.” In fact, to 
call Jesus the Son of God is to commit the unpardonable sin, or shirk. Of the 99 names 
for God in the Koran, Father is not one of them. In Islam, it is considered blasphemous to 
“presume” that one can know God or claim any sort of close, personal fellowship with 
Allah. He reveals his will, not himself.  
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Yahweh, the God of the Bible, also is depicted as is the transcendent Creator. 
He is all-knowing, all-powerful, and everywhere present. He knows us; but more than 
that, He is knowable and approachable to us. He created us in His image – with 
personality, thought, and will – for the purpose of enjoying an everlasting, unbreakable, 
intimate relationship with Him. He exists as a Trinity in eternal relationship as Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit. In fact, God is so knowable, He came in the flesh as Jesus of 
Nazareth. 


• Jer. 24:7 -- I will give them a heart to know Me, that I am the LORD. They will be 
My people, and I will be their God because they will return to Me with all their 
heart.[ 


• Jer. 31:34 -- No longer will one teach his neighbor or his brother, saying: Know 
the LORD, for they will all know Me, from the least to the greatest of them”—the 
LORD’s declaration. “For I will forgive their wrongdoing and never again 
remember their sin.”[ 


• John 7:28-9 -- As He was teaching in the temple complex, Jesus cried out, “You 
know Me and you know where I am from. Yet I have not come on My own, but 
the One who sent Me is true. You don’t know Him; 29 I know Him because I am 
from Him, and He sent Me.”  


• Heb. 8:11 -- And each person will not teach his fellow citizen,and each his 
brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ because they will all know Me, from the least 
to the greatest of them.  


•  John 1:1-3, 14 -- 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 All things were 
created through Him, and apart from Him not one thing was created that has been 
created. 14 The Word became flesh and took up residence among us. We observed 
His glory, the glory as the • One and Only Son from the Father, full of grace 
and truth.  


• John 8:19 -- Then they asked Him, “Where is Your Father?” “You know neither 
Me nor My Father,” Jesus answered. “If you knew Me, you would also know My 
Father.”  


• John 17:3 -- This is eternal life: that they may know You, the only true God, and 
the One You have sent—Jesus Christ. 


• Abraham was called “the friend of God.” 
 
Does God know me? Allah and Yahweh are depicted as supreme beings 
who know everything and everyone. But … only the God of the Bible is 
truly personal and knowable. 
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The second question we can ask to know the difference between 
Allah and Yahweh is: Does God love me? 
 
Allah. The Koran teaches that Allah loves those he chooses to love and hates those he 
chooses to hate. “Allah loves not those that do wrong,” says the Koran (Surah 3:140), 
neither does he love “him who is treacherous, sinful” (Surah 4:107). “Those who reject 
faith and do wrong – Allah will not forgive them nor guide them to any way – Except the 
way of Hell, to dwell therein for ever. And this to Allah is easy (4:168-169). See also 
5:49 and 40:10. Other types of people Allah hates: 


• Transgressors (2:190) 
• Ungrateful and wicked creatures (2:276) 
• Those who reject faith (3:32; 30:45) 
• Those who do wrong (3:57, 140; 42:40) 
• The arrogant, the vailglorious (4:36; 16:23; 31:18; 57:23) 
• Those given to excess (5:87) 
• Wasters (6:141; 7:31) 
• Treacherous (8:58) 
• Ungrateful (22:38) 


 
Yahweh, the God of the Bible, on the other hand, loves all people (John 3:16). 
He demonstrated, or proved, His love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ 
died for us (Rom. 5:8). John wrote, “Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that He 
loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sin” (1 John 4:10). Even though 
God hates sin, He loves the sinner and takes no pleasure in punishing him (Eze. 18:23). 
 
Does God love me? Only the God of the Bible loves all people. 
 
The third question we can ask to know the difference between 
Allah and Yahweh is: Did God die for me? 
 
The Koran teaches that Allah did not, would not, and will not die for you, nor would he 
send anyone to die for you. In fact, the Koran teaches that Jesus did not die on the cross, 
but was taken up into heaven, and Judas was crucified in His place. Further, the Koran 
teaches that there is no need for God to provide a sacrifice for sin because ignorance of 
Islam, not sin, is man’s problem. (The possible exceptions are apostasy from Islam and 
refusal to convert to Islam.) Staying away from major sins (whatever those are) will 
automatically result in one’s “small” sins being overlooked by Allah (4:31). 
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Yahweh, the God of the Bible, on the other hand, loves us so much He sent His Son to 
die for us. This was determined in eternity past, before you and I were ever born and 
before any of mankind had fallen into sin; Jesus is declared to be the Lamb of God slain 
from the foundation of the world (Rev. 13:8). Jesus, who knew no sin, became sin for us 
(2 Cor. 5:21). But even more than dying for us, God the Son rose from the dead, 
conquering sin and death, and He offers us forgiveness of sins and eternal life by His 
grace through faith in Him. 
 
Did God die for us? Only the God of the Bible sent His Son to die for us, 
securing eternal life for those who trust in Him. 
 
So, are Allah and Yahweh just two different names for the same God, as President Bush 
suggested in his television interview? Absolutely not: 


• Allah is distant and unknowable. The God of the Bible is close and personal. 
• Allah does not love every person; Yahweh does. 
• Allah did not, would not, and will not die for you, nor would he ever send anyone 


to do so. But the God of the Bible loves you so much He sent His one and only 
Son to die for you. And He stands ready to grant you everlasting life if you will 
receive Him by faith. 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


Copyright 2008 by Rob Phillips 
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The Antichrist and the Mahdi 
 


Will Islam be the false religion of the last days? 
Yes, say some Bible commentators, who point to stunning similarities 


between the Biblical Antichrist and Islam’s messiah, the Mahdi. 
 


Antichrist Mahdi (“divinely guided one”) 


 
Appears after the rapture of the church (1 
Thess. 1:10; 5:9; no mention of the church 
from Rev. 4-18). 
 


 
Appears after Muslims attain a majority status 
on the earth. 
 


A powerful world leader (the “little horn” of 
Dan. 7; the “king of the north” of Dan. 11; the 
“beast from the sea” of Rev. 13; and the 
“scarlet beast” of Rev. 17). 
 


Will preside over the entire earth as the final 
caliph of Islam.  
 
“He will reappear on the appointed day, and 
then he will fight against the forces of evil, 
lead a world revolution and set up a new world 
order based on justice, righteousness and 
virtue” (www.answering-islam.org). 
 
 


Performs signs and wonders (Matt. 24:24; 2 
Thess. 2:9). 
 


Performs miracles. 


Military leader who wages war (Rev. 6:2; 13:4, 
7).  
 


“The Mahdi resembles his forefather, the 
Prophet, in that he too will rise with a sword to 
wipe out tyrants and those who mislead people, 
the enemy of God and the Prophet. He will 
attain victory by sword and scare …” 
(www.al-islam.org). 
 
“Imam Mahdi will smash the might of the non-
Muslim forces in that period, forces which had 
come together from all parts of the world” 
(www.islamicaweb.com). 
 


Establishes a one-world false religion that 
demands worship of the dragon (Satan) and the 
beast (Antichrist) (Rev. 13:4, 8). 


Will establish Islam on earth and will govern 
people by the Sunnah. Islam will be the only 
religion allowed to be practiced (Surah 24:54; 
28:4; 61:9). 
 
“Islam will be the world’s religion, gaining 
precedence over all other religions and the call 
of the Unity of God (tawhid) will be heard all 
across the world” (www.al-islam.org). 



http://www.answering-islam.org/

http://www.al-islam.org/

http://www.islamicaweb.com/

http://www.al-islam.org/
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Antichrist Mahdi 


 
Signs seven-year treaty with Israel, but breaks 
it after three and a half years (Dan. 9:27). 


 
Initiates a seven-year treaty with the 
“Romans,” or the West, specifically with a 
descendent of Aaron, the brother of Moses. 
 
“The Prophet said: There will be four peace 
agreements between you and the Romans. The 
fourth will be mediated through a person who 
will be from the progeny of Hadrat Aaron 
(Honorable Aaron, the brother of Moses) and 
will be upheld for seven years. The people 
asked, ‘O Prophet Muhammad, who will be the 
imam (leader) of the people at that time?’ The 
Prophet said: He will be from my progeny and 
will be exactly forty years of age. His face will 
shine like a star” (www.answering-islam.org). 
 


Persecutes Jews and Christians under the 
power of Satan (Rev. 12; 13:5-7). Beheads 
many (Rev. 20:4). 
 


“The Mahdi will offer the religion of Islam to 
the Jews and Christians; if they accept it they 
will be spared, otherwise they will be killed” 
(www.al-islam.org). 
 
Muhammad’s preferred form of execution was 
beheading. 
 


Attacks Israel and establishes the Temple 
Mount as his seat of authority (Ezek. 38:9-12; 
Zech. 14:2; Matt. 24:15-22; 2 Thess. 2:4).  


Attacks Jerusalem and conquers it for Islam. 
“(Armies carrying) black flags will come from 
Khurasan (Iran). No power will be able to stop 
them and they will finally reach Eela (Dome of 
the Rock in Jerusalem) where they will erect 
their flags” (www.al-islam.org). 
 
“… That will abolish the leadership of the 
Jews … and put an end to the domination of 
the Satans who spit evil into people and cause 
corruption in the earth” (www.answering-
islam.org). 
 


Changes the laws and the times (Dan. 7:25).  
 


The “laws” could refer to the establishment of 
Islamic Shariah law around the world. The 
“times” could imply the imposition of the 
Islamic calendar, based on the career of 
Muhammad and beginning with the migration 
of Muhammad from Mecca to Medina (Hijra). 
 
Islam even has a different week, with Friday, 
rather than Saturday (Jews) or Sunday 
(Christians), as the day of worship. 



http://www.answering-islam.org/

http://www.al-islam.org/

http://www.al-islam.org/

http://www.answering-islam.org/

http://www.answering-islam.org/
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Antichrist Mahdi 


 
Depicted as a rider on a white horse (Rev. 6:2). 
This is an imitation (or counterfeit) of the true 
Messiah who returns on a white horse (Rev. 
19:11).  
 
 


 
Depicted as a rider on a white horse (Rev. 6:2). 
 
Muslim transmitter of the Hadith, Ka’b al 
Ahbar, is quoted as saying, “I find the Mahdi 
recorded in the books of the Prophets…. For 
instance, the Book of Revelation says: ‘And I 
saw and behold a white horse. He that sat on 
him … went forth conquering and to conquer” 
(www.al-islam.org). 
 


Is opposed by two witnesses who proclaim the 
truth of Christ, perform miracles (including the 
ability to breathe fire on their enemies) and, 
after being martyred, rise from the dead (Rev. 
11:1-12). 
   


Is opposed by an Antichrist, known as Dajil or 
ad-Dajjal, who deceives large groups of people 
with false claims of prophecy and miracles 
involving fire and the raising of the dead.* 
 


Is defeated, along with his army, and he is cast 
into hell by the returning Christ (Rev. 19:20-1).
 


Is exalted by the returning Christ, who declares 
Islam true and corrects false Christian beliefs, 
most notably about his deity and the Trinity.  
 
“Jesus, son of Mary, will descend [from 
heaven] and will perform his prayer, standing 
behind him [the Mahdi]” (www.al-islam.org). 
 


 
* Jerome and Frank Dominguez write, “At the end of times there will also come the Muslim Antichrist 
(Dajil) who will try to discredit Islam and the Prophet with lies and so undo the work of the Mahdi. He 
will convince large groups of people with false claims of prophecy and miracles involving fire and the 
raising of the dead. But Jesus Christ … will discredit Dajil and then physically kill him with a spear” 
(“The Islamic Messiah and Antichrist”). 
_______________ 
 
Main Sources: 


• “Comparing The Biblical Antichrist And The Mahdi,” www.answering-islam.org 
• “Understanding the Antichrist – Part II” by Jerry Robinson, www.raptureready.com 
• “The Coming Islamic Antichrist,” www.theologyonline.com/forums 
• “Al-Imam Al-Mahdi: The Just Leader of Humanity” by Ayatollah Ibrahim Amini, 


translated by Dr. Abdulaziz Sachedina, http://al-islam.org 
• “The Islamic Messiah and Antichrist” by Jerome and Frank Dominguez 
• New Bible Dictionary 
• Harper’s Bible Dictionary 
• Easton’s Bible Dictionary 


 
Copyright 2008 by Rob Phillips 
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Islam: An Overview 
 
Islam is the youngest and fastest-growing major world religion.  It was founded by Arabian 
visionary Muhammad (570-632 AD), who was born in the city of Mecca in Arabia. Muhammad 
claimed he received supernatural revelations from God through the angel Gabriel. These 
revelations were written down by others and compiled into a book called the Koran (or Qur’an). 
Islam today is comprised of two main schools: the majority Sunni school and the minority Shi’ite 
school. In addition, there are millions of Muslim mystics called Sufis. Islam is the second-largest 
religion in the world (behind Christianity) with about 1.5 billion followers. Interestingly, the four 
nations with the largest number of Muslims today are all outside the Middle East – Indonesia, 
Pakistan, Bangladesh, and India. 
 
Purpose 
The ultimate goal of Islam is to subjugate the world and then rule it according to Islamic law.  
Islam claims to be the restoration of true monotheism and thus supersedes both Judaism and 
Christianity. Islamic law teaches that conversion may be achieved through persuasion or 
subjugation, but some hold that if these fail, unbelievers (or “infidels”) may be eliminated if 
necessary. As such, hostility toward non-Muslims is accepted and even encouraged in some 
Islamic cultures, based on passages from the Koran such as, “O, true believers, take not the Jews 
and the Christians for your friends. They cannot be trusted. They are defiled – filth.”  
 


Islam’s Beginnings 
Islam began with the supernatural visions and revelations that Muhammad claimed he received 
from God through the angel Gabriel. Because Muhammad could neither read nor write, he 
claimed to have memorized these revelations and ordered his followers to write them down. 
These writings became Islam’s holy book, the Koran. Muhammad at first feared his revelations 
came from a jinn, or evil spirit, but later he accepted their source as divine and taught that he 
alone was the true recipient of Allah’s truth. 
 
Muhammad was born in the Arabian city of Mecca in 570 A.D. Mecca was an important 
economic center, serving as a resting place for trading caravans. But is also was an important 
religious city because the Ka’bah was located there. The Ka’bah is a cubic structure that in the 
days of Muhammad housed 360 deities. Each Arabian tribe selected its own deity and came to 
Mecca each year to pay homage to its god. Muhammad’s monotheistic preaching threatened the 
economic and religious livelihood of Mecca and set him against his own tribe. He and about 100 
Muslim families were forced to flee to Medina, a city 200 miles north of Mecca. Muslims look to 
the year of Muhammad’s flight, 622 A.D., as the beginning of the Muslim calendar. In 630, 
Muhammad and his army returned and took control of Mecca. He personally destroyed the idols 
in the Ka’bah and within a year succeeded in unifying the tribes of the Arabian Peninsula under 
Islam. Muhammad died in 632 A.D. without appointing a successor. 
 


(Over) 
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The Sects of Islam 
The two major sects of Islam, Sunni and Shi’ite, originally were established after Muhammad’s 
death in a dispute over who should serve as his successor, or caliph. The Sunni Muslims insisted 
that Muhammad’s successor be elected, while the Shi’ite Muslims felt he should be of 
Muhammad’s blood line, which would have meant that Ali, Muhammad’s cousin and son-in-
law, would have become caliph. The Sunnis prevailed and today account for about 80 percent of 
the Muslim population. Sunnis and Shi’ites differ in other ways as well: 


• Authority. Sunnis emphasize the authority of the written traditions, which include the 
Koran and the Sunna (“custom”), from which they derive their name. They also receive 
guidance from a consensus of elders (ulama), who base their decisions on Islam’s 
writings. Shi’ites look more toward human authority. Initially, they believed Allah spoke 
through the Imam, roughly the equivalent of the Catholic Pope. In the ninth century, 
however, the twelfth Imam, known as the Mahdi, became hidden; Shi’ites today await his 
return, much as Christians await the return of Christ. 


• Civil and religious power. Sunnis believe there should be a separation between civil and 
religious authorities, while Shi’ites believe the religious authorities should exercise both 
political and religious power. Iran’s Ayatollah Khomeini, for example, was a Shi’ite 
leader. 


 
There is another significant sect of Islam known as Sufism, which is mystical in nature. Minor 
sects include the Wahhabis (primarily in Saudi Arabia), the Druze (mostly in Lebanon, Syria and 
northern Israel), the Alawites (mainly in Syria), and the Ahmadiyas (primarily in Pakistan). 
Beyond this, Islam has been influential in the founding of two other religions: Sikhism and 
Baha’i. 
 
Source of Authority 
Muslims believe Allah has revealed many written works, including the Old and New Testaments.  
But these revelations ended with the Koran (Qur’an, “recitations”), which supersedes all others. 
For all practical purposes, Muslims accept only the Koran as the Word of God. They believe 
Allah’s earlier revelations in the Bible have been corrupted by Christians and therefore are not 
trustworthy, except as interpreted by the Koran. Sunni Muslims, as mentioned above, also place 
strong emphasis on the Sunna, which includes the Hadith, in which the sayings and conduct of 
Muhammad and his companions are recorded. 
 


Basic Beliefs 
Every Muslim must hold to six articles of faith: 
• Faith in Allah. The central doctrine of Islam is that God is one and that no one may be 


associated with his deity. To associate someone, like Jesus, with Allah by calling Him God’s 
Son is to commit the unpardonable sin of shirk (see Surah 4:48). 


• Belief in angels like Gabriel, whom they claim transmitted the Koran to Muhammad. Each 
person has two angels assigned to him or her – one to record the person’s good deeds and the 
other to record the person’s evil deeds. Muslims also believe in evil spirits called jinn, from 
which we get the word “genie.” 
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• Acceptance of the Koran. Four high-ranking prophets were given books by divine revelation. 


Moses was given the Tawrat (Torah); David, the Zabur (his Psalms); Jesus, the Injil 
(Gospel); and Muhammad, the Koran. Muslims teach that only the Koran has been preserved 
in perfection; Jews and Christians have corrupted the rest. 


• Acceptance of Islam’s prophets, with Muhammad as the greatest. The Koran says Allah has 
sent prophets to every nation, proclaiming the truth of the one true God. In all, 124,000 
prophets have been sent. Most are unknown, but many include biblical characters such as 
Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses, David, Solomon, Jonah, John the Baptist, and Jesus. 
Muhammad is the only prophet who is for all time; he is called “Seal of the Prophets.” 


• Belief in predestination – that is, everything that happens, good and evil, is predestined by 
Allah’s will. 


• Preparation for the Day of Judgment, in which each person’s good and evil works will be 
measured, resulting in heaven or hell. Only Allah knows – and has predetermined – who will 
go to heaven and who will go to hell. Hell is not an eternal place of torment, but a place 
where evil is purged from its inhabitants. 


 
Religious Duties 
Every Muslim must practice at least five fundamental religious duties.  These are known as the 
Pillars of Religion, and they are: 


• The confession of faith or Shahada: “There is no God but Allah, and Muhammad is his 
prophet.” Sincerity in voicing the confession is essential.  If a Muslim repudiates the 
Shahada it nullifies his or her hope of salvation. 


• Prayer (Salat). Muslims must recite 17 cycles of prayer each day. These cycles usually 
are spread over five times while the supplicant faces Mecca – dawn, noon, midafternoon, 
dusk, and two hours after sunset. The noon service on Friday is the only time Muslims 
are expected to gather together at the mosque. Muslims wash themselves ceremonially 
before praying; this is called ablution or wudu. 


• Observing Ramadan, a month of fasting throughout the daylight hours to commemorate 
the first revelation of the Koran to Muhammad. During the day, Muslims must refrain 
from food, drink, smoke, and sexual relations. After sundown, all of these pleasures may 
be enjoyed until sunrise the next day. 


• Almsgiving or Zakat. Muslims are required to give 2.5 percent of their currency, plus 
other forms of wealth, as determined by a complicated system that purifies their 
remaining wealth. 


• Pilgrimage, or Hajj, to Mecca, Muhammad’s place of birth. Every Muslim who is 
physically and financially able must make this trek at least once is his or her lifetime. 
Pilgrims must wear white garments to eliminate all class distinctions. The process of 
visiting several sacred sites usually takes more than a week. 


 
(Over) 
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• A sixth religious duty is sometimes associated with these: Jihad, or Muslim holy war.  
When the situation warrants it, this duty requires Muslims to go to war to defend Islam 
against “infidels.”  Anyone who dies in a holy war is guaranteed everlasting life in 
heaven and is considered a martyr for Islam. 


 


Are God and Allah the same? 
While many people assume that Muslims and Christians worship the same God, differing only in 
the name upon which they call, this simply is not true. The God of the Koran and the God of the 
Bible do share some similarities, but the differences are profound. Following are some 
similarities and differences highlighted by The Illustrated Guide to World Religions: 
 
Similarities 


• Both are One. 
• Both are transcendent Creators of the universe. 
• Both are sovereign. 
• Both are omnipotent. 
• Both have spoken to humanity through messengers or prophets, through angels, and 


through the written word. 
• Both know in intimate detail the thoughts and deeds of men. 
• Both will judge the wicked. 


 
Differences 


• Allah is a singular unity, while God is a compound unity who is one in essence and three 
in persons (Matt. 28:19; John 10:30; Acts 5:3-4). 


• Allah is not a father and has begotten no sons (Surahs 19:88-92; 112:3), but God exists in 
an eternal relationship as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 


• Through the Koran, Allah broke into history through a word that is written, but the God 
of the Bible broke into history through the Word who is a person (John 1:1, 14; Col. 
1:15-20; Heb. 1:2-3; 1 John 1:1-3; 4:9-10). 


• “Allah loves not those that do wrong” (Surah 3:140), and neither does he love “him who 
is treacherous, sinful” (Surah 4:107), but the God of the Bible “proves his own love for us 
in that while we were still sinners Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:8). 


• The standard of judgment for Allah is the Koranic teaching that our good deeds must 
outweigh our bad deeds (Surahs 7:8-9; 21:47), but the standard of the God of the Bible is 
complete perfection as measured by the holy character of God Himself (Matt. 5:48; Rom. 
3:23). 


• Allah provided a messenger, Muhammad, who warned of Allah’s impending judgment 
(Surahs 2:119; 5:19; 7:184, 188; 15:89-90) and who declared that “No bearer of a burden 
can bear the burden of another” (Surahs 17:15; 35:18). But God provided a sinless Savior 
who took our sins upon Himself and bore God’s wrath in our place (Matt. 20:28; 26:28; 
Luke 22:37; John 3:16; 10:9-11; 2 Cor. 5:21; Gal. 3:13; 1 Thess. 5:9-10). 
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Comparing Christianity with Islam 
 
What the Bible says about God: 
 


What Islam says about God: 


There is one true and living God, who exists as 
three distinct, co-equal, co-eternal persons: Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit. While the Bible is clear that 
there is one God (Deut.6:4), the Scriptures also call 
the Father, Son and Holy Spirit God (e.g., John 
20:28; Acts 5:3-4), and in some places the three 
persons of the Godhead are depicted together 
(Matt. 3:16-17; 2 Cor. 13:13; Eph. 1:3-14; 1 Peter 
1:2). God is personal, knowable, approachable, and 
loves all people. 
 


The one true God is Allah. He is a distant God, 
unknowable and unapproachable. He does not love 
all people, only those who do well. He is the author 
of evil as well as good since he predestines all 
things. He is not triune but singular, and no partner 
is to be associated with him. To associate a person 
to Allah – such as by calling Jesus the Son of God 
– is to commit the unpardonable sin known as 
shirk. 
 


What the Bible says about Jesus: What Islam says about Jesus: 
 


He is the virgin-born Son of God, conceived by the 
Holy Spirit (Isa. 7:14; Matt. 1:18-25; Luke 1:35).  
He is the eternal God, the Creator, co-equal and co-
eternal with the Father and Holy Spirit (John 1:1-
14; Col. 1:15-20; Phil. 2:5-11; Heb. 1:1-13). Jesus 
died for our sins (1 Cor. 15:3), rose physically from 
the dead (Matt. 12:38-40; Rom. 1:4; 1 Cor. 15:4-8; 
1 Peter 1:18-21) and is coming back physically and 
visibly one day (Matt. 24:29-31; John 14:3; Titus 
2:13; Rev. 19:11-16). 
 


He was one of God’s prophets or messengers, but 
inferior to Muhammad, who brought Allah’s final 
revelations to man. The Koran denies that Jesus is 
the Son of God, and any Muslim who believes in 
the deity of Jesus has committed the one 
unforgivable sin called shirk – a sin that will send 
that person to hell. Muslims do believe Jesus is the 
Messiah, was born of a virgin, lived a sinless life 
and is coming back one day – to establish Islam 
throughout the earth.  They do not believe He died 
on the cross, but was called to heaven by Allah. 
   


What the Bible says about the Bible: What Islam says about the Bible: 
 


The Bible is the inerrant, infallible, inspired Word 
of God, and is His sole written authority for all 
people  (2 Tim. 3:16-17; 2 Peter 1:20-21). 
 


The Bible is corrupted and untrustworthy. Islam 
claims the Koran is the literal Word of God, 
received supernaturally by Muhammad from the 
angel Gabriel. It supersedes the Bible, which also 
was given by Allah. The Koran does assert, 
however, that the teachings of the Koran are in 
harmony with those of the Bible: “We have sent 
down to thee the book (the Koran) with the truth, 
confirming the Book (the Bible) that was before it, 
and assuring it.” Yet the Koran and the Bible 
clearly contradict in countless ways. For example, 
the Koran teaches a unitarian God; the Bible, a 
Trinitarian God. The Koran says Jesus was just a 
man; the Bible, that He was and is God incarnate.  
The Koran stresses salvation by works; the Bible, 
salvation by grace through faith in Christ. 
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What the Bible says about salvation: What Islam says about salvation: 


 
Christ’s death at Calvary completely paid our sin 
debt so that salvation comes by grace through faith 
in Jesus (John 3:16, 5:24; Rom. 4:4-5; 1 Cor. 15:1-
4; Eph. 2:8-9; Titus 3:5). 
 


The Koran teaches, “The true religion with God is 
Islam.” This means salvation is achieved only 
through submission to the teachings of Islam. 
Forgiveness is based on good works and Allah’s 
choice of mercy. The Muslim’s chances for heaven 
are good if he or she: 1) accepts the Muslim God 
Allah and his apostle Mohammad; 2) does good 
works and all that is required of him by Allah; and 
3) is predestined to Allah’s favor. Islam teaches 
that Christ was neither crucified for our sins nor 
resurrected; therefore salvation cannot possibly be 
attained through faith in Christ. [According to 
Islamic tradition, Jesus was called into heaven and 
Judas was crucified in His place.] In short, the 
Muslim concept of salvation is Allah’s 
predestination. The Koran teaches, “All things have 
we created after a fixed decree …” Further, “God 
leads astray whomsoever He will; and He guides 
whomsoever He will.” 
 


What the Bible says about sin: What Islam says about sin: 
 


Sin is the violation of God’s perfect and holy 
standards. All people are sinners (Rom. 3:10, 23) 
and are under the curse of sin – spiritual and 
physical death (Gen. 2:17, 3:17-19; Rom. 6:23).  
Only faith in Christ and His work on our behalf 
frees us from sin and its consequences (John 3:16, 
5:24; Eph. 2:8-9). 
   


Sin is lack of obedience to Allah. Man is sinful by 
act only, not by nature. Original sin is viewed as a 
“lapse” by Adam. Man is not really “fallen” in his 
sin nature; he is merely weak and forgetful. The 
most serious sin is that of shirk; for example, 
considering God as triune. Sin is thought of in 
terms of rejecting right guidance. It can be forgiven 
through repentance. No atonement is necessary. 
 


What the Bible says about heaven and hell: What Islam says about heaven and hell: 
 


Hell is a place of everlasting conscious existence, 
where the unbeliever is forever separated from God 
(Matt. 25:46; Luke 16:19-31; Rev. 14:9-11, 20:10).  
As for heaven, all believers have God’s promise of 
a home in heaven, will go there instantly upon 
physical death, and will return with Christ from 
heaven to earth one day (Luke 16:19-31; John 14:1-
3; 2 Cor. 5:8; Rev. 19:11-16). 


Muslims believe in heaven and hell. Allah 
predetermines the eternal destiny of each person, 
and the hope of salvation for the Muslim is based 
on works, although no Muslim has the absolute 
assurance of heaven. Islam teaches its followers to 
prepare for the Day of Judgment, in which each 
person’s good and evil works will be measured, 
resulting in heaven or hell. 
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Jesus vs. Isa (the Jesus of the Koran) 
 


When comparing Jesus and Isa, 
we can see a clear difference by exploring three questions. 


 
Who is He? 


 


Jesus Isa 


 
Virgin born; conceived by Holy Spirit (Isa. 
7:14; Matt. 1:18-23; Luke 1:35). 


 
Virgin born; created in womb of Mary by 
Allah; creation similar to Adam’s (Surah 3:59; 
19:20-22; 21:91). 
 


Son of God (Matt. 3:17; John 10:30). Son of Mary (called by this name 23 times in 
Islamic scriptures; for example, Surah 34:45). 
 
Allah is not a father and has no sons or 
daughters; to say so is shirk, the unpardonable 
sin (see Surah 19:88-92; 112:3). 
 


Eternal (John 8:58; John 17:5). Created from dust, as Adam was (Surah 3:59). 
 


Co-equal, co-eternal with the Father, Holy 
Spirit (John 1:1-14; Col. 1:15-20; Phil. 2:5-11; 
Heb. 1:1-13). 


Only a man, a prophet. It is shirk, the 
unpardonable sin, to ascribe deity to Jesus. 
Allah is not Triune (Surah 4:171; 5:73, 116). 
 


God (John 1:1; John 10:30). Not God (Surah 5:17, 72-3, 75). Jesus was an 
apostle of Allah (Surah 4:171); a messenger 
only (Surah 5:75; 19:30). 
 


Greater than any man (Matt. 12:42). A great prophet; not as great as Muhammad. 
Jesus was a worshiper of Allah (Surah 3:51; 
9:30). 
 


Messiah / Christ (Matt. 16:16-7; John 20:31). Messiah only to the Jews; will proclaim Islam 
and establish it on the earth at his return. 
 


The way, truth, and life (John 14:6). Preached the truth (of Islam). 
 


Savior of the world (Luke 2:11; John 4:42; 
Acts 5:31). 
 


Prophet of Allah; human messenger. 
 


Sinless (2 Cor. 5:21; Heb. 4:15). Righteous; obedient to Allah, as all prophets 
were (Surah 3:45, 49; 4:158). 
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What Did He Do? 
 


Jesus Isa 


 
Became flesh, retaining His deity; adding 
humanity (John 1:14). 


 
Was only flesh. Created from dust by Allah 
(Surah 3:59). 
 


Called God His Father (John 5:18; 8:54; 
20:17). 


Called Allah his Lord and worshiped him 
(Surah 5:75). 
 


Performed miracles to demonstrate His 
authority as Messiah and to provide a foretaste 
of the kingdom of heaven (John 2:11; Acts 
2:22). 
 


Performed miracles as “signs from the Lord” 
(Surah 3:49; 5:110). 


Died on the cross for our sins (1 Cor. 15:3; 2 
Cor. 5:21). 


Did not die on the cross. Opinions vary as to 
what happened to him (he hid while one of his 
companions died in his place; Allah made 
Judas Iscariot to look like Jesus and take his 
place; Simon of Cyrene took Jesus’ place). 
Atonement for sins not necessary (Surah 
17:15; 35:18). 
   


Rose physically from the dead (Matt. 12:38-40; 
Rom. 1:4; 1 Cor. 15:4-8; 1 Peter 1:18-21). 
 


Did not die. 
 


Ascended into heaven after His resurrection 
and is seated at the Father’s right hand (Matt. 
26:64; Mark 16:19; Acts 7:55-6). 
 


Called into heaven by Allah at the time 
Christians say he was crucified. Opinions vary 
as to whether he remains in heaven today or 
was sent back to earth, where he died a natural 
death. 
 


Will return physically and visibly once day to 
establish His earthly kingdom (Matt. 24:30-1; 
Rev. 19:11-21).  
 


Will return one day to proclaim Islam and 
establish Islam on earth. Will defeat Antichrist, 
kill all pigs, break all crosses, and establish 
1,000 years of righteousness. Some expand on 
this and say he will then die and be buried 
beside Muhammad. 
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What Difference Does It Make? 
 


Jesus Isa 


 
Sin is humanity’s problem and results in 
spiritual and physical death (Rom. 3:10, 23; 
5:12; 6:23). 
 


 
People are not fallen by nature. Sin is not 
humanity’s problem; ignorance of the 
teachings of Islam is the problem. 
 


Christ’s finished work on the cross provides 
forgiveness of sin and eternal life by God’s 
grace through faith (John 3:16; 5:24; Rom. 4:4-
5; Eph. 2:8-9; Titus 3:5-7). 
 


Allah would never let his prophet die in such a 
way. Forgiveness of sins and eternal life are 
achieved by submitting to Allah and 
performing good deeds; atonement is not 
needed (Surah 11:114; 17:15; 35:18). 
 


Jesus is the only way of salvation (John 14:6; 
Rom. 3:24-26). 
 


Jesus was only a man – a good man, a prophet, 
and a worshiper of Allah (Surah 3:51; 19:30). 


Salvation is offered freely to all (Rom. 10:13). Allah forgives whom he pleases and punishes 
whom he pleases; from mankind’s perspective, 
our eternal destiny is fatalistically determined 
(Surah 11:114). 
 


Believers are eternally secure based on the 
promise of God to save us and the power of 
God to keep us saved (John 5:24; 10:28; 1 
Peter 1:3-5). 
 


Jihad is the only eternal security (Surah 3:157). 


God deals graciously with people; worship is 
never forced (Matt. 11:28-30). 


Worship may be forced upon people (Surah 
2:193; 9:29). 
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