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Alhamdulillah! All Praise belongs to Allah (SWT) who is the Creator and Sustainer of all the worlds. After that blessing and peace be on all the Prophets and specially on our Prophet Mohammed (SAWS) the last and final messenger of Allah (SWT)

As part of this ‘khutba’ I recited some verses from the chapter Rum and also narrated a Hadith. The same verses and hadith, I had recited in the earlier Jummah and mentioned that there will be a sequel to this inshaAllah in the next Jummah.

Let me give a quick recap of that which I had mentioned in the previous ‘khutba’. I had mentioned that on all of us human beings there is an impact or effect of our surroundings. The weather, the climate, the rain, diseases and so on and so forth. Each and everything leaves an effect on us. 

Similarly man must accept that he is affected or impacted one way or the other by his deeds. The good deeds and the bad deeds. 

And we see that these elements leave an impact on us and sometime later these ill effects tell on us.

Just as the weather, the diseases leave and impact on us so too do the goods deeds and bad deeds. 

Once we are convinced that these other external elements leave an impact on us we will take suitable precautions to protect ourselves.

For example, if we see some thing filthy before us we will immediately take steps to ensure that the filth does not leave any mark on us. We also know that once filth leaves a stain or impression on us we have to clean and purify ourselves, our clothes, etc. If we do not do so then the people around us will remark that we are indeed dirty people and that we have not maintained ourselves. Therefore we immediately move away from the filth and take due precautions.

Similarly if there is any bad odor or smell, man runs away from it, but in case of something aromatic, that which has a pleasant smell, man is attracted towards it and desires it. He will like to apply the perfume or incense on his clothes or on his person.

So is the case with good deeds and bad deeds.

By nature, Allah (SWT) has designed us in such a way that we are attracted to that which is good and we are repelled by that which is bad. But the condition is that we have to understand that which is good and that which is bad.

Good deeds, man easily understands and recognizes, but it is the bad deeds where he is not so sure.

Man must be aware and convinced of the bad deeds. There is difference between awareness, knowledge and conviction. That which is apparent (like the weather, diseases, etc) we are convinced about. Similarly we have to have a conviction about the bad deeds and their impact on this life and the hereafter.

The impact of all the deeds is felt on the heart of the human being. The biggest impact or confusion that is created happens in the heart of the human being.

It is mentioned that sins are spread all over, in every part of the world in every facet of life. And this has not been done anyone other than the human being. ‘be maa kasbat aidin naas’. The human being does this on his own, by his own hands. All that he earns is by his hands.

Our Prophet (SWT) mentions that in our body there is piece of meat, a certain part of the body. If this part of the body or the piece of meat is in order then everything else will be in order. Every other part of the body will be in order. And if this part becomes bad then every thing and every other part of the body will go bad. And what is that part? It is the heart of the human being. It is on the heart that every thing leaves an impact. The good deeds and the bad deed and every thing else leave an impact on the heart.

In the Hadith is a metaphor that says that every time that a man commits a sin, a small black spot appears on the heart. Like a black spot on a white garment that is immediately visible. And if man repents for this sin then the black spot disappears and his heart is once again pure and clean. But if he does not repent and continues to commit more sins then the black spot becomes larger. For every sin that he commits, the spot becomes larger and larger until the entire heart becomes fully black.
In another hadith it is mentioned that every time that a man commits a sin his heart begins to close and continues to ‘close’ with every succeeding sin. Finally the heart is totally closed and is locked and a seal is put on the heart. ‘khatamallah ala khulubihim’.
When the heart is fully closed and a seal is put on it then he will not receive the ‘hidayah’ any more. Not only will he not receive any ‘hidayah’ but good deeds will appear as bad deeds and bad deeds will appear as good deeds.

Therefore man must keep his heart clean from all such bad deeds. Allah (SWT)’s mercy descends first on the heart of a man. Every thing has an impact or impression first on the heart and only then on other things.

Whenever we buy or get a new thing we look for a place to keep it. Similarly, to get Allah’s mercy we have to ensure that we have a good place to receive it. Allah’s mercy descends on a heart that is pure and clean from evil deeds and sins. If the heart is not pure and clean, Allah’s mercy still descends but the heart is oblivious to the descending mercy.
So this sermon is to do with this topic of keeping the heart clean. First and foremost man must know and understand what constitutes a sin. There are many things (deeds) which man does not recognize as a sin. He thinks that it is sleight of the hand or a gift of gab or merely says that the world is like this… What can we do after all? If everyone is like this how can we alone be different and what can we do?
Ponder for while and see in the coming months of Hajj wherever the Muslims are in whichever corner of the world; their hearts will turn towards the house of Allah. Because after Ibrahim (AWS) built the house he prayed ‘Ya Allah, bring (pull) their hearts to this place.” So not only those who go there but the heart of every Muslim still lingers in the house of Allah. They perform the ‘Qurbaani’ and demonstrate that they are all members of the people of Ibrahim, that they believe in the prophet-hood of Ibrahim and the fact that he is an Imam of high order.
So why does this happen?

So think of this point that we all confront in our day to day life, that we alone cannot make a difference in this world. How can one make a difference and bring about a change in the world? Ponder on this point, for Allah (SWT) told Prophet Ibrahim ‘Iz khala lahu Rabbuhu Aslim’ “O! Ibrahim you accept Islam”
Prophet Ibrahim was then the only man in the town who would take this new path the path of Islam. If at that point of time Ibrahim (AS) had thought that he is alone and his family, his neighbors, even his parents, the king and everyone is against his chosen path so why should I strike a new path? What will I get by striking a new path, what will I achieve by this? But to Allah (SWT)’s invitation ‘Aslim’ he said ‘AsSlam ya Rabbul Alameen’. I offer myself to the Almighty, the Ruler of all the Worlds.

If at that point in time Ibrahim (AS) had decided that he is alone and cannot make a difference, that his household, neighbors, the town are all against a new path of Islam. If he had decided against striking a new path then would he have achieved this status? 
Allah (SWT) has said ‘O Ibrahim! You are my friend. You are the Imam for entire mankind. O! Ibrahim you are equal to an entire ‘ummah!” That is Ibrahim (AS) is equal to an entire Ummah, all the followers of a prophet. He alone has done the work that all the followers of a prophet can do together.

There is another turn of events in the life of Ibrahim (AS) when he breaks and smashes all the idols. The present ruler comes to know of this. People report that there is a young man by the name Ibrahim and only he is capable of such an act. The king calls Ibrahim and asks him ‘Are you the one who has done this?’ Ibrahim (AS) responds ‘you should ask the senior or bigger idol, maybe he has done this’.
Anyways, the king says ‘O Ibrahim, you are still young, see there are so many young people like you in this town who are having a good time with fun and frolic. So amidst all the fun and gaiety why do you want to start of on a new path? O Ibrahim! I call your attention to your youth and ask you think about this. I want you to forget about this new path you are thinking and talking about. And if you do not give up this path we will throw you out of this kingdom, we will have you thrown in a burning pyre!’
Ibrahim (AS) replies ‘O King! Your kingdom has a border, it has limits and your power is limited by those borders. But the Almighty to whom I bow to, His kingdom has no limits. The entire earth is his kingdom. I will leave your kingdom by all means. But I will never abandon my Lord Almighty!’

The moment of a decision is very small, very delicate. It is such decisions that are taken in split seconds that reap rewards for a long time to come. As Allama Iqbal says ‘lamhon ne khata ke thee sadiyon ne saza payee thee.’ A wrong decision taken in one second can mislead generations to come. Similarly a right decision taken in a second can give good results for a lifetime and for generations to come. It will make a man successful in this life and even in the hereafter. So when a man is on the fork where one leads to good deeds and the leads to bad deeds or sins at that time man should decide and choose correctly. At that time the heart will allow you to take the right decision on the condition that we keep our heart pure and clean.

This is because the Almighty has created the heart in such a way that it will decide correctly. But we end up changing the nature of the heart by adopting bad habits. By force of habits we force the heart to wrong decisions when actually the heart is by nature inclined toward right decisions. The condition is of course that we keep the heart pure and clean. If the heart is full of sins then even the good things will look bad and the wrong things will look acceptable and good. This is a fact.
We can conclude this by the fact that when the Quraan was revealed there were many people who remained astray. It is not that they did not understand the revelations; they understood the revelations and all that it spoke about but every man that was astray was astray in different ways.

When a person decides that if I have to follow a good, common principle then I will have to behave like everybody else and I will be held responsible for my actions. But if I choose to follow my own rules and principles then I will not be responsible to others. 

Some people bring in their families as an obstruction to adopting the right path. For example Abu Jahal. It is not that he did not listen to the Quraan. Actually Abu Jahal, Abu Sufyaan used to listen to the Quraan quietly in the dark of the night. On one occasion these two happen to bump into each other. When one remarked ‘What is this? In the day time you are against the book and in the night you listen to it?’ The other replied ‘What can I say? The book is indeed correct and the truth cannot be denied.’ The first asked ‘then why don’t you accept Mohammed as the Prophet?’ To this the other replied ‘What to do? Right from the beginning there is feud between our families. Whenever their family does something we do something else that is contrary. Now he has started claiming Prophet-hood and prophet-hood is not available for sale. It is not something that is in the hands of the human being. I cannot bring anything to compete with him. And to surrender before him is against the dignity of my family. It will make us very low in the estimation of the rest of the tribes. I know for a fact that Mohammed is on the true path and that he is correct. But as long as I live I will always deny him and oppose him.
Why is this so? This is because there is dispute and mischief in the hearts of people. It is the same book that is revealed to all of them. They are in the same place, everything is the same. Why Suhail comes from Rome to become a Muslim, Bilal comes from Hafsha and becomes a Muslim; Salman comes from Persia and becomes a Muslim. But people of Mecca, the place where the Quraan is revealed, the place where the first house of Allah is build, people like Abu Jahal, Abu Lahab do not become Muslims. As Allama Iqbal says Bilal from Hafsha, suhail from Rome, Sulaiman from Persia have received the hidayah but Abu Jahal, Abu Lahab who are born in Mecca have not received the hidayah.
It is not place of birth that matters, it is the heart where the mischief is born that matters.

So the heart is the center of receiving the right guidance and also the centre that can lead one astray. So if we keep the heart pure and clean then we will receive only right guidance and if we fill our heart with sins then we are indeed doomed.

So we have to keep our heart clean. How can we do that? Alhamdulillah! All of us today are well educated. We have education and awareness of both the ‘deen’ and ‘duniya’. We all know the right from the wrong, the good and the bad. So the only thing is to have the conviction that indeed good deeds and bad deeds will have an impact on the hearts of the human being. Just as the water will leave an impact by making a thing wet and the fire impacts by burning a thing, good deeds and bad deeds too leave their own impact on the heart.
So what we need is to have the conviction about the impact of good deeds and bad deeds. Once man has this conviction he will automatically save himself from committing many sins. The word conviction is to do with conviction. Observe that the six things that we are asked to believe in: Prophet, the books…the Qadr, the Aakhirah… for all of them the word ‘aamana is used but for Aakhirah it is said ‘wa bil Aakhirathi hum yu khi-noon…’
We have to have faith in the Aakhirah. We have the knowledge, that is fine but the faith and conviction is very important. Once man realizes that ‘Yes! This is indeed true and we have to give an account for all our deeds he will take the straight path.
Once a sahabhi came to the Prophet (SAWS) and said “Teach me the Quraan”. The prophet (SAWS) teaches him some of the verses. When he comes to the verse ‘Fa maiy yamal misqhaala zarrathin khyrain yarah – wa maiy yamal misqhaala zarrathin sharrain yarah.’ The sahabhi said ‘Enough! Enough!” The prophet (SAWS) asks “why! Is this enough?’ The sahabhi replies ‘You have taught me that every good deed however small that a man does He will definitely see that and every bad deed that a man does however small He will see that.”
So as long as I live in this world every deed that I do He will see that. This is enough for me as guidance. If I follow this alone I will be on the guided path.
Therefore a very important thing for a man is his faith and conviction. Knowledge is different, conviction is different.

So if a man walks towards right guidance, Allah (SWT) will also lead him towards guidance. It is clearly there in the hadith. The Almighty says that if a man walks towards me the length of a hand then I walk towards him the length of a yard. If he walks towards me I run towards him. Allah (SWT) wants to be close to each one of us. He goes away from us when we desire to go away from Him. He never wants to be away from us. He is very kind and generous towards us. But it is we who go away from Him by committing sins and continuing to repeat those sins without any repentance.
Indeed man is prone to errors, omissions, sins. But Allah (SWT) has opened the doors of repentance, forgiveness, good deeds for such things. Allah (SWT) has created us as clean and pure beings and when we meet Him, He wants to meet us as pure and clean beings. 

During the time of Isah (AS) there were three travelers. They camped at a place and it was decided that one of the three would go the nearest village and procure some food.

One of them went to get the food and the other two stayed back. After eating his share of the food this man decided to kill the other two and take away all the money that they had between them. So he put some poison in the food and returned to the camp. Meanwhile the other two had already plotted to kill the first person so that they can share the gold between them. So as soon as the first person returned with the food the other two fell upon him and killed him. They then sat down to a good meal not know that it is poisoned. They too died and the gold stayed behind. Many years later when a holy man passed that way he remarked that this is the deed of a human hand and mind. It is not the Almighty who has to be blamed, but man gets what he earns with his own hands.

May Allah guide us all on the right path and protect all of us. Ameen.Page 
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