Hello, welcome to :

Spartak Mixtapes presents
Death of The Mixtape Vol. 2.0 [NOV 2008]
Hello!! Don’t let it be said that I don’t listen to my critics! The comments on my 1st mixtape seemed to agree that it was a bit laidback (though I’m not sure how a mix with The Sonics & Minor Threat on it can be that laidback!) Bearing this in mind the nu mix is a little more animated, not too much though, and still as eclectic as possible without rendering the mix unlistenable (just wait until mix 12.0 when I drop The Carpenters straight after Cannibal Corpse!)
Anyways onto the tracklist –
1. XTC – Radios In Motion

2. The Contours – Just A Little Misunderstanding

3. Fleet Foxes – Ragged Wood

4. Bass Clef – Letter To Stalin

5. RA The Rugged Man – Stanley Kubrick

6. Carter USM – Good Grief Charlie Brown

7. King Missile – Martin Scorsese

8. Jackson & His Computer Band – Radio Caca
9. The Aliens – Tomorrow

10.  Do Grin Edits – Sittin On The Mong Everyday

Three songs by one artist in chronological order that shows an eclectic range comes from….. Captain Beefheart & His Magic Band. 
Don Van Vliet (to his mum) is one of music’s true mavericks. Starting out as a traditional R&B band doing mainly covers, the Magic Band’s classic version of Bo Diddleys “Diddy Wah Diddy” was an underground hit that got the band exposure. From there the music started to deviate into stranger directions and by their debut LP “Safe As Milk” the captain had attained a truly original style. Further LPs delved further into psychedelic blues until Van Vliet locked his band away for a year in cult like conditions to write and practice his masterpiece “Trout Mask Replica”. A bizarre mixture of delta blues, psych & free jazz, TMR sounds like nothing on else earth on first listen but rewards repeated exposure. The patronage of John Peel, among others, meant the follow up “Lick My Decals Off Baby” was highly anticipated but failed to achieve the levels of adoration of his magnum opus. After this, the Captain’s career slid into a steady decline culminating in the Magic Band’s line up completely changing, 2 stabs at the mainstream that have since been disowned and then obscurity. In 1978 a new Magic Band of younger musicians was formed and “Shiny Beast (Bat Chain Puller)” was released. Branded by many as a massive return to form, the album proved how influential the Beefheart sound had been to the crop of punk & subsequently post punk bands that were emerging (particularly a young Johnny Rotten). two more records in the early 80s reaffirmed the Captains reputation before he retired in 1982 to paint in the desert.
First on the Mix is Electricity from 1967’s “Safe As Milk” a banging psych blues stomp where the Captain demonstrates his vocal range over rattling drums, machine gun guitars and wailing theremin. Next is a demo instrumental version of 1969’s When Big Joan Sets Up from the “Grow Fins” box set (the original is from “Trout Mask Replica”). As catchy and elusive as anything you are likely to hear, this demo has an unbridled energy and control that few bands can match. Finally we have Tropical Hot Dog Night from 1978’s “Shiny Beast (Bat Chain Puller)” on which the Captain invites ‘the young girls to meet the monster’ over a cheeky party tune!
Enjoy!

