Hot Potato Course – Week 4 - EXAMINING THE DA VINCI CODE

  Or in other words “How much historical credence can we give to the Gospel accounts?”
KEY CLAIMS OF THE BOOK   
1. Mary Magdalene had a place of significance in the group that followed Jesus

2. The marriage of Mary Magdalene to Jesus is a matter of historical record

3. The church knew from the earliest days that Jesus and Mary Magdalene had had a child

4. Other gospels besides those in the New Testament have been discovered in Egypt

5. The secret gospel of Philip tells us that Mary Magdalene used to kiss Jesus

6. The Roman Emperor Constantine was responsible for deciding the bible as we know it

7. The Bishops of the early church met at the council of Nicea in 325 AD to vote on Jesus’ divinity

8. Prior to the Council of Nicea the church believed that Jesus of Nazareth was just a mortal prophet

9. Leonardo Da Vinci was a member of the Priory of Sion, a secret society which knew about Jesus’ child

10. Leonardo’s painting of the Last Supper shows Mary Magdalene next to Jesus

REFERENCES TO JESUS AND MARY IN THIS SPECIAL WAY ONLY EXIST IN THE GOSPEL OF PHILIP
1. Claim 1 is true – Mary was one of the most frequently named followers of Christ.

2. Claim 2

Was Jesus married? 

a)  Lack of Historical Evidence:

“In my office there are thirty eight volumes of early church documents, each of several hundred pages, double columns, in small print. The fact that out of all this material, only two texts can be brought forward as even ancient candidates for the theory shows how utterly unlikely it is.”  Professor Darrell L Bock, Research Professor of New Testament Studies, Dallas Theological Seminary, writing in Breaking the Da Vinci Code

b)    In Philip 63.34

The actual text in the manuscript is broken

“And the companion of the …. Mary Magdalene….loved her more than all the disciples and used to kiss her often on her….”

No reference to mouth

Philip 58-59 we read about kissing on the cheek as a common occurrence.

The word “companion” is closer in meaning to the Greek “koinonos” not “gyne”. Koinonos means “companion” rather than “wife”. “Sister” might be a better one.

c) Mary Magdalene is a name of someone who is not married – it means “from Magdala”

d) Would being single be looked down on? The book claims so but historical research suggests not.
Josephus describes the Essenes, who wrote the Dead Sea Scrolls, as being unmarried and celibate

“These Essenes reject pleasures as an evil, but esteem continence, and the conquest over our passions, to be virtue. They neglect wedlock. They do not deny the fitness of marriage, and the succession of mankind thereby continued; but they guard against the lascivious behaviour of women and are persuaded that none of them preserve their fidelity to one man.”   Josephus  Jewish War 2.8.2.121-122

Josephus writing in Antiquities 18.1.15.20 “It also deserves our admiration, how much the Essenes exceed all other men that addict themselves to virtue, and this in righteousness; and indeed to such a degree, that as it has never appeared among any other man, neither Greeks nor barbarians, no, not for a little time, so has it endured a long while among them.”

3) Child of Jesus? No information exists. Cover up?

4) Other gospels discovered.

 Nag Hammadi documents found in 1945 by two peasant farmers in Upper Egypt. Papyrus Codices. Gnostic library. 

Gnosticism has pagan roots. Developed in second and third century AD.

Greatest challenge to the Christian faith in the second and third century today.

Radical dualism – division between spiritual world and material world

Between the sacred and the secular.

Material world regarded as Evil.

Supreme unknown being – from this were a series of beings. One of these lower “eons” was responsible for creation. Thus the created world is clumsy or ignorant.

The material world must be escaped from by “Gnosis”. 

Jesus neither assumed a properly human body, nor did he die. Gnosticism is “docetic” – humanity and sufferings of Christ “apparent” rather than real.

Far from being the earliest Christian gospels they are not gospels at all. They are non-historical. There is little narrative or chronology. 

Gospel of Thomas “The Secret Sayings” – Coptic manuscript version dating from 400 AD. 

The New Testament gave status and dignity to women.

Women in Thomas seen as defective beings.

Gospel of Philip – written in second half of the third century.

He quotes 1 Corinthians 8.1, 1 Peter 4.8    Matthew 15.13

Gospel of Mary – debate between Peter and Levi about what Jesus’ view of Mary was and whether he had imparted secret knowledge to Mary.

But it does not say that Mary formed the church.

The Gnostic gospels do not say that Jesus was married to Mary Magdalene.

Gnostic gospels stress the Godlike qualities of Christ. Gnosticism was anti the material world.

New Testament assumes the full humanity of Jesus.

If Constantine is meant to have removed the human traits from the gospels, he did not do a very good job – the gospels describe him as tired, hungry etc etc.

The Gnostic gospels are “docetic.”
Followers of Jesus believed him to be divine.

Do the so called Secret Gnostic gospels help us to understand Jesus?

Teabing claims there were eighty gospel documents.

The Nag Hammadi Library, published in English in 1977, consisted of forty five separate titles and not all of them were gospels.

In fact it names five separate works as gospels – Truth, Thomas, Philip, Egyptians and Mary.

The collection of the Gnostic Scriptures by Bentley Layton has just short of forty works, three of which bear the title gospel and overlap with the with the Nag Hammadi list.
There are therefore not eighty gospels in existence.

The theology of these Gnostic texts is very different

“And the Saviour said to me (Peter), “Be strong, for you are the one to whom these mysteries have been given. To know through revelation, that he whom they crucified is first-born, and the home of the demons and the stony vessel in which they dwell of Elohim, of the cross which is under the Law. But he who stands near him is the living Saviour, the first in him, whom they seized and released, who stands joyfully looking at those who did him violence, while they were divided among themselves. Therefore he laughs at their lack of perception, knowing that they are born blind. So then the one susceptible to suffering shall come, since the body is the substitute. But what they released was my incorporeal body. But I am the intellectual Spirit filled with radiant light. He whom you saw coming to me is our intellectual Pleroma, which unites perfect light with my Holy Spirit.”

PLEROMA – Divine fullness – supreme God.

THEREFORE True God did not enter physical world according to Gnosticism,
Jesus had two manifestations – the apparent physical Jesus on the cross, and the real Jesus who did not suffer.
Apocalypse of Peter 81.4-24

I saw him apparently being seized by them. And I said, “What am I seeing, O Lord? Is it really you whom they take? And are you holding on to me? And are they hammering the feet and hands of another? Who is this one above the cross, who is glad and laughing?” The Saviour said to me, “He whom you saw being glad and laughing above the cross is the Living Jesus. But he into whose hands and feet they are driving nails is his fleshly part, which is the substitute. They put to shame that which remained in his likeness. And look at him, and look at me!”

See also Second Treatise of the Great Seth 56.6-19

Acts of John 93

These teachings are mysteries which only the wise can grasp.

Creation of the world came about through the work of the “Demiurge” – a lesser supernatural force. The world is not the product of the supreme God but of this demiurge.

Also  the Gospel of Thomas is far from fair in its treatment of women.

Gospel of Thomas 114:

“Simon Peter said to the disciples. “Let Mary leave us, for women are not worthy of Life.”

Jesus said, “I myself shall lead her, in order to make her male, so that she too may become a living spirit, resembling you males. For every woman who will make herself male will enter the Kingdom of Heaven.”

Dead Sea Scrolls 1946-47  Texts of the Old Testament books apart from Esther

Oldest copies of Isaiah 1000 years

Psalms

Material belonging to the Qumran community.

Scrolls published in their entirety and can be viewed.

You can buy a copy for yourself.

Not records of Chrsitianity at all – no records at all of Jesus. No mention of John The Baptist, Paul etc.

5) We have looked at this already
6)  Did Constantine revise the New Testament?
Muratorian canon, discovered in 1740 by the Italian historian Ludovico Antonio Martori

85 lines long.

The document’s reference to the fact that the Shepherd of Hermes was recently written and that Pius 1 had recently been bishop (died 157) tells us that the original list goes back to the late second century, or 150 years before Nicea.

Some of the text is missing but we do read:

“The third book of the gospel is that according to Luke..the fourth of the gospels is that of John, one of the disciples.”

Was a High Christology “invented” at Nicea?
Six examples of people who were dead before council of Nicea

1) Ignatius died 117 “Our God, Jesus Christ”

2) Justin Martyr “He was God”

3) Melitta of Sardis “Being God and likewise perfect man”

4) Irenaus “He is the holy Lord, the wonderful, the counsellor, and the mighty God.”

5) Clement of Alexandria “He alone is both God and man”

6) Tertullian “For Christ is also God.”

Dr J N D Kelly “The conviction was that Christ was divine as well as human. The most primitive conviction was that Jesus is Lord.”

Second century historian Irenaeus wrote “Against Heresies” in which he defended and explained the faith rooted in the tradition that he had passed on.

Book 3.11.7

Such then are the first principles of the Gospel; that there is one God, maker of this universe; He who was also announced by the prophets, and who by Moses set forth the dispensation of the law – which proclaim that the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, and ignore any other God or Father except Him. So firm is the ground upon which these Gospels rest, that the very heretics themselves bear witness to them, and starting from these documents, each one of them endeavours to establish his own particular doctrine. For the Ebionites who use Matthew’s Gospel only, are confuted out of this very same, making false suppositions with regard to the Lord. But Marcion, mutilating the gospel according to Luke, is proved to be a blasphemer of the only existing God, from those passages which he still retains. Those again, who separate Jesus from Christ, alleging that Christ remained impassible, but that it was Jesus who suffered, preferring the Gospel by Mark, if they read it with a love of truth, may have their efforts rectified. Those, moreover, who follow Valentinus, making copious use of that according to John, to illustrate their conjunctions, shall be proved to be totally in error by means of this very Gospel, as I have shown in the first book.”
Irenaus “Against Heresis” Book 3.11.7
Origen 185 – 254.
In his first homily on Luke 1.1, according to the Latin translation of Jerome, Origen stated:
“I know a certain gospel which is called “The Gospel according to Thomas,” and a “Gospel according to Matthias” and many others have we read – lest we should in any way be considered ignorant because of those who imagine they possess some knowledge if they are acquainted with these. Nevertheless, among all these we have approved solely what the church has recognised, which is that only the four gospels should be accepted.”
The Chester Beatty Biblical Papyri, the existence of which was made public in 1931, consist of portions of eleven papyrus codices, three of which contained most of the New Testament writings. One of these, containing the four Gospels with Acts, belongs to the first half of the third century; another, containing Paul's letters to churches and the Epistle to the Hebrews, was copied at the beginning of the third century; the third, containing Revelation, belongs to the second half of the same century. 

Earlier still is a fragment of a papyrus codex containing John xviii. 31-33, 37 f, now in the John Rylands Library, Manchester, dated on palaeographical grounds around AD 130, showing that the latest of the four Gospels, which was written, according to tradition, at Ephesus between AD 90 and 100, was circulating in Egypt within about forty years of its composition (if, as is most likely, this papyrus originated in Egypt, where it was acquired in 1917). It must be regarded as being, by half a century, the earliest extant fragment of the New Testament. 

A more recently discovered papyrus manuscript of the same Gospel, while not so early as the Rylands papyrus, is incomparably better preserved; this is the Papyrus Bodmer II, whose discovery was announced by the Bodmer Library of Geneva in 1956; it was written about AD 200, and contains the first fourteen chapters of the Gospel of John with but one lacuna (of twenty two verses), and considerable portions of the last seven chapters.' 

Attestation of another kind is provided by allusions to and quotations from the New Testament books in other early writings. The authors known as the Apostolic Fathers wrote chiefly between AD 90 and 160, and in their works we find evidence for their acquaintance with most of the books of the New Testament. In three works whose date is probably round about AD100-the 'Epistle of Barnabas', written perhaps in Alexandria; the Didache, or 'Teaching of the Twelve Apostles', produced somewhere in Syria or Palestine; and the letter sent to the Corinthian church by Clement, bishop of Rome, about AD 96-- find fairly certain quotations from the common tradition of the Synoptic Gospels, from Acts, Romans, 1 Corinthians, Ephesians, Titus, Hebrews, 1 Peter, and possible quotations from other books of the New Testament. In the letters written by Ignatius, bishop of .Antioch, as he journeyed to his martyrdom in Rome in AD 115, there are reasonably identifiable quotations from Matthew, John, Romans, 1 and 2 Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, 1 and Timothy, Titus, and possible allusions to Mark, Luke, Acts, Colossians, 2 Thessalonians, Philemon, Hebrews, and 1 Peter. His younger contemporary, Polycarp, in a letter to the Philippians (c. 120) quotes from the common tradition of the Synoptic Gospels, from Acts, Romans, 1 and 2 Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, 2 Thessalonians, 1 and 2 Timothy, Hebrews, I Peter, and I John. And so we might go on through the writers of the second century, amassing increasing evidence of their familiarity with and recognition of the authority of the New Testament writings. So far as the Apostolic Fathers are concerned, the evidence is collected and weighed in a work called The New Testament in the Apostolic Fathers, recording the findings of a committee of the Oxford Society of Historical Theology in 1905. 

	 
	
 11   An Unpublished Fragment of the Fourth Gospel


This small fragment of St. John's Gospel, less than nine centimetres high and containing on the one side part of verses 31-33, on the other of verses 37-38 of chapter xviii is one of the collection of Greek papyri in the John Rylands Library, Manchester. It was originally discovered in Egypt, and may come from the famous site of Oxyrhynchus (Behnesa), the ruined city in Upper Egypt where Grenfel and Hunt carried out some of the most startling and successful excavations in the history of archaeology; it may be remembered that among their finds of new fragments of Classical and Christian literature were the now familiar "Sayings of Jesus". The importance of this fragment is quite out of proportion to its size, since it may with some confidence be dated in the first half of the second century A.D., and thus ranks as the earliest known fragment of the New Testament in any language.It provides us with invaluable evidence of the spread of Christianity in areas distant from the land of its origin; it is particularly interesting to know that among the books read by the early Christians in Upper Egypt was St. John's Gospel, commonly regarded as one of the latest of the books of the New Testament. Like other early Christian works which have been found in Egypt, this Gospel was written in the form of a codex, i.e. book, not of a roll, the common vehicle for pagan literature of that time. 

© John Rylands University Library of Manchester.
Maintained by the JRULM Web Team. Last updated April 2004.


	 12   Bodmer Papyrus (P66, P72-75)
This collection of approximately fifty Greek and Coptic manuscripts was purchased by M. Martin Bodmer of Switzerland in 1955-56, and has been dated at around 200 A.D. 
Most of the collection is located in the Bibliotheca Bodmeriana in Cologny (near Geneva). The exception is Pap. VIII (including 1 & 2 Peter), which was given as a gift to Pope Paul VI in 1969; it is in the Vatican Library. The documents were discovered in Egypt. They are from both codices and scrolls; most are papyri, but three are on parchment (Pap. XVI, XIX, and XXII). 
The manuscripts include Old and New Testament texts, including much of the Gospel of John, and writings of the early churches.
The papyrus manuscript P75 (the gospel of Luke and John) showed a virtually identical text to the Codex Vaticanus.
Seen hear is John 6:58-71 
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NON CHRISTIAN PIECES OF EVIDENCE THAT REVEAL THE NATURE OF CHRISTIANITY BEFORE CONSTANTINE
Josephus and the Testimonium  written about AD 93
“About this time there lived Jesus, a wise man, if indeed one ought to call him a man. For he was one who wrought surprising feats and was a teacher of such people as accept the truth gladly. He won over many Jews and many of the Greeks. He was the Christ. When Pilate, upon hearing him accused by men of the highest standing among us, had condemned him to be crucified, those who had in the first place coe to love him did not give up their affection for him. On the third day he appeared to them restored to life, for the prophets of God had prophesised these and countless other marvellous things about him. And the tribe of Christians so called after him has still to this day not disappeared.”

Josephus The Anitquities 18.63-64

This may have been doctored by Christians later, but most scholars agree

a) That Josephus says that Jesus was the martyred leader of the church in Jerusalem

b) That he was a wise leader who had established a wide and lasting following

c) That he had been crucified under Pilate at the instigation of some of the Jewish leaders

Tacitus  Annals 15.44 dating about AD115

Christians persecuted for the fire of Rome.

 14

“Nero fastened the guilt and inflicted the most exquisite torture on a class hated for their abominations, called Christians by the populace. Christus, from whom the name had its origin, suffered the extreme penalty during the reign of Tiberius, at the hands of one of our procurators, Pontius Pilatus, and a most mischievous superstition, thus checked for the moment, again broke out not only in Judaea, the first source of the evil, but even in Rome…Accordingly, an arrest was first made of all who pleaded guilty: then, upon their information, an immense multitude was convicted, not so much of the crime of firing the city, as of hatred against mankind.”

So it says a movement had sprung up all about a crucified man.

Tacitus also affirms that an “immense multitude” was following Jesus by this time.

Pliny the Younger

Nephew of Pilny the Elder, the famous encyclopedist who died in the eruption of Vesuvius in AD79.

Pliny the Younger became the governor of Bithynia in north-western Turkey. Much of his correspondence with his friend, Emperor Trajan, has ben preserved to the present time.

In book 10, written in about AD 111,  of these letters he writes:

 “I have asked them if they are Christians, and if they admit it, I repeat the question a second and third time, with a warning of the punishment awaiting them. If they persist, I order them to be led away for execution, for whatever the name of their admission, I am convinced that their stubbornness and unshakable obstinacy ought not to go unpunished….

They also declared that the sum total of their guilt or error amounted to no more than this; they had met regularly before dawn on a fixed day to chant verses alternately among themselves in honour of Christ as if to a God, and also to bind themselves by oath, not for any criminal purpose, but to abstain from theft, robbery and adultery…”

Pliny The Younger, Letter 10.96

From non-Christian sources we would know

First, that Jewish was a Jewish teacher; second, many people believed that he performed healings and exorcisms; third, some people believed that he was the Messiah; fourth, he was rejected by the Jewish leaders; fifth, he was crucified under Pontius Pilate in the reign of Tiberius; sixth, despite this shameful death, his followers, who believed that he was still alive, spread beyond Palestine so that there were multitudes of them in Rome by AD 64; and seventh, all kinds of people from the cities and countryside – men and women, slave and free, worshipped him as God.  Pm 87 The Case for Christ – Lee Strobel

7) What was Nicea all about? What did happen at 325 AD?

Constantine did not upgrade Jesus. 

Constantine was converted in AD 312.

It was to end the Arian controversy. Arius was a heretic who taught that Jesus was a demi-God, less than the Father.

250 Bishops present – the Arian view of Christ was rejected by 248 votes to 2. Not just one vote!

“Of the same substance as the Father”.

Four Gospels and Paul’s thirteen letters were considered authoritative by 130 AD.

Muratorian fragment: 61 out of the 66 books in the Bible were treated as sacred 100 years before Constantine was born.

Apostolicity

FF Bruce The New Testament Documents, are they Reliable?

“The church included the books in her canon because they were already recognised a divinely inspired.”

The Gnostic gospels were never considered. They were written a century too late.

Even the Gnostic leader, Marcion, in the Second Century. He did not suggest any of the Gnostic gospels because they did not exist.

Some of the original parchments written before AD325. You can see for a fact that there have not been changes made to the originals.

8) So we know this claim is false
DIVINITY OF JESUS REALLY MATTERS
9) The Priory of Sion claims have been discredited. Read more for this by reading The Da Vinci Code and the Secrets of the Temple

10) Art scholars agree that a “feminine” apostle John was culturally the norm at the time of Leonardo Da Vinci. Also, he would never have only painted eleven disciples at the last supper.

CONCLUSION


Because Jesus was divine – the cross is effective.

Because he was human – he was our representative.

If they thought he was just another man, would they have gone through such oppression?
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