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Contact Name: Bobby Elliott at Glasgow 
Direct Line: 0845-213-5473 
E-mail:  USERADDRESS   \* MERGEFORMAT  bobby.elliott@sqa.org.uk

Dear colleague

NC/NPA AWARDS IN COMPUTING AND RELATED SUBJECTS

I am writing to update you on a number of developments relating to vocational Computing qualifications at SCQF Level 6 and below.

This letter contains important information on the following awards:

G8JM 44
National Certificate Digital Media Computing (SCQF Level 4)

G8JK 45
National Certificate Digital Media Computing (SCQF Level 5)

G8HE 43
National Progression Award Digital Literacy (SCQF Level 3)

G8HC 44
National Progression Award Internet Technology (SCQF Level 4)

G8H8 45
National Progression Award Internet Technology (SCQF Level 5)

G8HD 45
National Progression Award Web Design Fundamentals (SCQF Level 5)
FOH5 10
National Unit Internet Safety (SCQF Level 4)

Please note that I have written separately regarding PC Passport.


1. National Certificate Digital Media Computing (SCQF Levels 4/5)

These new awards were successfully validated in August. Please find award frameworks enclosed.

We are currently developing a range of support materials for the component units; the enclosed table summarises the materials that will be available to centres.

We are also creating a new award at SCQF Level 6. I expect to validate the National Certificate Digital Media Computing at SCQF Level 6 in December.

There is a dedicated online community to support these awards. Please visit the following URL if you wish to join:

http://ncdmc.jiglu.com/
Please contact Angela Lees (angela.lees@sqa.org.uk or 0845-213-5475) for further information on National Certificates.
2. National Progression Awards (SCQF Levels 3/4/5)

The following NPAs have recently been validated:

· National Progression Award Digital Literacy (SCQF Level 3)

· National Progression Award Internet Technology (SCQF Level 4)

· National Progression Award Internet Technology (SCQF Level 5)
· National Progression Award Web Design Fundamentals (SCQF Level 5)
· National Unit Internet Safety (SCQF Level 4)

I enclose the framework for each qualification. Please refer to the enclosed document to identify support materials for these awards. These awards are available stand-alone or as part of the new National Certificates.
We are currently developing a number of new NPAs. These are:

· NPA in Still Images, Audio & Video at SCQF level 4

· NPA in Animation at SCQF level 5

· NPA in Software Development at SCQF level 5

· NPA in Computer Support at SCQF level 5

· NPA in Still Images at SCQF level 6

· NPA in Audio at SCQF level 6

· NPA in Video at SCQF level 6

· NPA in Still Images, Audio & Video at SCQF level 6

· NPA in Digital Gaming at SCQF level 6

· NPA in Website Enterprise at SCQF level 6

· NPA in Computer Networking at SCQF level 6

The target validation date is December.

Please contact Angela Lees (angela.lees@sqa.org.uk or 0845-213-5475) for further information on National Progression Awards.

3. Internet Safety (SCQF 4)

The Internet Safety qualification was piloted in session 2006/7 and is now available to all centres. This Unit forms part of the National Certificate (at SCQF Level 4) and one of the National Progression Awards (Internet Technology at SCQF Level 4).
A comprehensive support pack is available on CD-ROM, including teaching, learning and assessment materials. A traditional Assessment Support Pack (ASP) is also under development (and will be available shortly).

Please note that the assessment for this Unit may be taken online. Candidates will require key codes to access the assessment bank. College staff can get these codes vie their SOLAR Co-ordinator; other centres should contact their local FE college for codes. Please contact Laura Hall (laura.hall@sqa.org.uk or 0845-213-5472) if you have any difficulties in this regard.
There is a dedicated online community to support this award. Please visit the following URL if you wish to join:

http://safety.jiglu.com/
Please contact Caroline Douglas (caroline.douglas@sqa.org.uk or 0845-213-5476) for further information on Internet Safety.

I would like to take this opportunity to remind you that the Computing team within SQA maintain a blog where you can keep up-to-date with the latest developments relating to vocational Computing qualifications. The URL is:

http://sqacomputing.blogspot.com
I would urge you to bookmark this site and visit it regularly.

Finally, I enclose an organisation chart for the Computing team that I would ask you to use when contacting SQA.

Thank you for your continued support for SQA awards.
Yours faithfully
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Robert Elliott
Qualifications Manager
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