Hot Potato Course – Week 2 -  ISSUES OF HUMAN SEXUALITY
This is a presentation of the various view points in the church today. Not all churches condemn homosexuality or homosexual practise. Within Anglicanism there is a widespread divergence of views for example which has led to a break up of the church in the United States of America. Many predict that the same will happen to the Church of England in the next ten years.

Who do people say that I am?

Some say….

God brings revelation by His Spirit

The Church of England desparately needs guidance by His Spirit next week as it debates the issue of women bishops and on a wider front as it debates the issue of homosexuality. Both could threaten to split the church of England.

Today is St Peter and St Paul’s day – we realise that even for them, who were so filled with the Holy Spirit, there was conflict

 11 When Peter came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he was clearly in the wrong. 

    12 Before certain men came from James, he used to eat with the Gentiles. But when they arrived, he began to draw back and separate himself from the Gentiles because he was afraid of those who belonged to the circumcision group. 

    13 The other Jews joined him in his hypocrisy, so that by their hypocrisy even Barnabas was led astray. 

    14 When I saw that they were not acting in line with the truth of the gospel, I said to Peter in front of them all, You are a Jew, yet you live like a Gentile and not like a Jew. How is it, then, that you force Gentiles to follow Jewish customs? 

    15 We who are Jews by birth and not 'Gentile sinners' 

    16 know that a man is not justified by observing the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by observing the law, because by observing the law no-one will be justified. 

    17 If, while we seek to be justified in Christ, it becomes evident that we ourselves are sinners, does that mean that Christ promotes sin? Absolutely not!

So even among Peter and Paul there was disagreement over a key Christian matter.
It is not surprising then that there are divisions amongst us as Anglicans – even within this congregation you will hear differing views – it is important then that we don’t push these issues under the carpet but learn to love each other and listen to each other with respect and compassion, like Lambeth,  but not like Gafcon.

SO WHERE TO BEGIN?

Homosexual issue like a peak at which four ridges converge – big issue for so many

First ridge would be the Evangelical or traditional church who say that to water down Paul’s words on homosexuality is to undermine the very authority of the Bible. At its most extreme it is saying that people who take a positive view of homosexuality in the church are under the devil’s influence, are apostates and should be flung out.

1 Corinthians 6 passage

9Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders 10nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. 11And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.

Romans 1

24 Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one another.     25 They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshipped and served created things rather than the Creator— who is for ever praised. Amen.     26 Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged natural relations for unnatural ones.     27 In the same way the men also abandoned natural relations with women and were inflamed with lust for one another. Men committed indecent acts with other men, and received in themselves the due penalty for their perversion.

Second ridge would be the Liberal wing of the church who say that we need to understand the context in which Paul was writing.

Paul in his writings talk about the end of the world coming soon, that people should remain celibate in view of that, that women should not wear jewellery in church, and that women should not teach. They point the view at the Evanglical church and says that the Evangelical church is being discriminatory over Paul’s teaching – for example on women

I Timothy 2

9 I also want women to dress modestly, with decency and propriety, not with braided hair or gold or pearls or expensive clothes, 10 but with good deeds, appropriate for women who profess to worship God. 11 A woman should learn in quietness and full submission. 12 I do not permit a woman to teach or to have authority over a man; she must be silent. 13 For Adam was formed first, then Eve. 14 And Adam was not the one deceived; it was the woman who was deceived and became a sinner. 15 But women will be saved through childbearing--if they continue in faith, love and holiness with propriety.

They would also argue that Paul was writing out of the context of the Book of Leviticus, which has some pretty stern understandings of moral rule breaking
Book of Leviticus examples


Homosexuality equated with child sacrifice 21 "'Do not give any of your children to be sacrificed to Molech, for you must not profane the name of your God. I am the Lord. 22 "'Do not lie with a man as one lies with a woman; that is detestable. 23 "'Do not have sexual relations with an animal and defile yourself with it. A woman must not present herself to an animal to have sexual relations with it; that is a perversion. 24 "'Do not defile yourselves in any of these ways, because this is how the nations that I am going to drive out before you became defiled

And Homosexuality carried the death penalty

10 "'If a man commits adultery with another man's wife--with the wife of his neighbor--both the adulterer and the adulteress must be put to death. 13 "'If a man lies with a man as one lies with a woman, both of them have done what is detestable. They must be put to death; their blood will be on their own heads.

Liberal Christians would also argue that Evangelical Christians are guilty of double standards over poverty and wealth issues

· Rich young ruler

· Harder for a camel to enter the eye of the needle

· Rich man and Lazarus at his gate

· No reference to homosexuality in the gospels
Third ridge would be the sense of moral crisis felt by the secular West about declining moral standards and this is seen by papers like the Daily Telegraph which have supported Bishops like Michael Nazir-Ali as supporting Christian family values

“The Bishop of Rochester, the Rt Rev Michael Nazir-Ali, claimed the "social and sexual" revolution of the 1960s had led to a steep decline in the influence of Christianity over society which church leaders had failed to resist. He said that in its place, Britain had become gripped by the doctrine of "endless self-indulgence" which had led to the destruction of family life, rising levels of drug abuse and drunkenness and mindless violence on the streets”
Homosexuality is a sign of the moral decadence, according to this view.
Fourth ridge would be that this is grossly inaccurate and an over simplification of matters. That to deprive someone who is gay of a partner, be they lay or ordained, is to deprive them of a companion for life and to lead to gross loneliness. Secondly and equally importantly, this view is that the Church by following a moral code invented in the time of Leviticus some 2600 years ago, before scientific knowledge has come in that homosexuality is genetic, and inherent to someone’s makeup, rather than a choice. Thirdly, this view would be that fundamentalist Christians are unloving and put people off the faith, that they are separatist and elitist and don’t care for the world.

Church of England official position is that we are to welcome and affirm gay people as members of our congregation but official blessings of gay relationships and ordination of practising gay clergymen is not allowed. This is the current teaching. 

Lambeth conference is about loving and listening and I hope this church will always do the same
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