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Who’s the Real Jesus? 
 
Jesus of Nazareth is among the world’s most famous and admired people. Amazon.com has more 
than 175,000 titles about Him. Google lists about 145 million references to Jesus Christ. The 
world’s major religions hold a high view of Jesus, although they do not agree on who He is or 
what He accomplished. For example: 
 


• Islam teaches that Jesus was a great prophet who lived a sinless life; but He is not the 
Son of God or Savior.  


• Hinduism teaches that Jesus was an Avatar or incarnation of God, a great spiritual 
teacher, a guru, or even a major god in the Hindu pantheon of 330 million gods; but He is 
not unique as the Son of God or Savior.  


• Buddhism tells us Jesus was a teacher who may have possessed Buddha hood or 
enlightenment; but He is not unique and is not mankind’s Savior.  


• Judaism teaches that Jesus was a humble and insignificant prophet, a reformer who 
performed good deeds; but He is not the Messiah and certainly not divine. 


• Christianity, of course, professes that Jesus was and is the Son of God, Messiah and 
Savior, whose death and resurrection paid mankind’s sin debt and provided forgiveness 
of sins and eternal life. Even so, not all who profess Christianity agree about Jesus’ life 
and work. Mormons, for example, say Jesus was a man who became a god; and 
Jehovah’s Witnesses insist that Jesus was Jehovah’s first creation. 


 
The debate over Jesus is nothing new. It raged 2,000 years ago in Israel and involved everyone 
from John the Baptist to Jesus’ own family members, many of whom did not believe He was the 
promised Messiah. Jesus was fully aware that His life and ministry produced tension, and He 
challenged His followers to examine the evidence and decide for themselves.  
 
In Matthew 16:13-17, Jesus asks His disciples two questions. First, “Who do people say that the 
Son of Man is?” A loaded question to be sure, since by calling Himself “Son of Man” Jesus is 
claiming to be both divine and the Messiah (see Dan. 7:13-14). Second, Jesus asks a more 
pointed question, “Who do you say that I am?” Notice several keys in these verses: 


• There are many opinions about Jesus – all of them good. Some say He is John the 
Baptist, Elijah, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets. Today, members of every major world 
religion agree that Jesus is someone to be admired, even followed. But it’s not enough to 
have a high opinion of Jesus; one must have the right view of Jesus. 


• Peter offers a different answer – and the correct one: “You are the Messiah, the Son of 
the living God!” 


• Jesus acknowledges Peter’s answer as the proper one and states that it was not revealed 
by human wisdom but “by My Father in Heaven.” Flesh-and-blood opinions about Jesus 
are subject to error because people are sinful and fallen and prone to mistakes. God the 
Father, however, is not. He sent Jesus to earth and reveals the Person and work of Christ 
to human hearts. In fact Jesus made it clear that no one can be saved unless he or she is 
drawn by the Father to the Son (John 6:44). 
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Today, we have God’s complete written revelation to us – the Bible – which features convincing 
evidence that Jesus is who He claimed to be: Messiah, Son of God, Son of Man, Savior, King of 
kings and Lord of Lords. So let’s go to the evidence in Scripture. We will use the Bible because 
it records the words of Jesus and features the accounts of eyewitnesses. Some may raise 
objections to using the Bible instead of other sources but keep in mind: 


• The New Testament is perhaps the most accurate set of ancient documents available to us 
(see the notes for sessions 2-4); 


• The eyewitnesses wrote their accounts in the presence of hostile witnesses, who could 
have refuted them if they were wrong, but didn’t. 


• The apostles willingly suffered – and most died – for their testimony. 
• Recent “new” gospels challenging the historical view of Jesus were penned much later 


(2nd – 4th centuries) and were recognized as false teachings or even forgeries; one has 
been proven to be a 20th century fraud. 


• For more information, go to www.oncedelivered.net and click on “Bible” under the 
topics. You’ll find an eight-part series that addresses objections to the Bible.  


 
So let’s turn our attention to “In Search of the Real Jesus” (comparison chart). Our premise is 
that everyone can find the real Jesus by asking three important questions: 


1. Who does Jesus say He is? 
2. Who do the eyewitnesses say He is? 
3. And who do you say He is? 
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How can I Identify False Prophets? 
 
“But I fear that, as the serpent deceived Eve by his cunning, your minds may be corrupted 
from a complete and pure devotion to Christ. For if a person comes and preaches another 
Jesus, whom we did not preach, or you receive a different spirit, which you had not received, 
or a different gospel, which you had not accepted, you put up with it splendidly!” (2 Cor. 11:3-
4 HCSB) 
 
The words of the apostle Paul are clear: Those who are not grounded in the Word of God are 
subject to deceptive teachings about “another Jesus … a different spirit … a different gospel” – 
three distinctive markers that help us identify false prophets. Whether they are Muslim prophets 
like Muhammad, or self-proclaimed messiahs like the Rev. Sun Myung Moon, these false 
teachers invariably promote an unbiblical view of Jesus, the Holy Spirit, and the Gospel. We will 
use these three markers, along with a comparative chart, to examine the teachings of Islam, 
Mormonism, and the Jehovah’s Witnesses in light of what God’s Word proclaims. 
 
The Bible cautions us to beware of false messiahs, false prophets and false teachers who 
“disguise themselves as servants of righteousness” and promote “doctrines of demons” (see 
Matt. 24:24; 2 Cor. 11:13-15; 1 Tim. 4:1; 2 Tim. 4:3-4). But before we go deeper, let’s define 
some key terms. 
 


Defining our terms 
 


False religion. From a New Testament perspective, a false religion is any system of belief that 
opposes the central teachings of the Christian faith. While all cults of Christianity are false 
religions, not all false religions are cults, because not all religions claim to be Christian. Islam, 
for example, is a false religion but not a cult, because Islam does not claim to be Christian. 
 
Cult. A cult is a religious organization whose members claim to be Christians, and who use the 
Bible and Christian terms, yet who deny the central beliefs of historical Christianity. Simply put, 
a cult is a counterfeit form of Christianity.  
 
Heresy. This may be defined as a teaching strongly opposed to the doctrines of historical 
Christianity, for example the denial of Christ’s deity, full humanity, virgin birth, or bodily 
resurrection. 
 
Sect. A sect is an otherwise orthodox group having established its own identity and teachings 
distinct from the group to which it belongs. In Jesus’ day for example, the Pharisees, Sadducees 
and Essenes were sects of Judaism. 
 
Another Jesus, a different spirit, a different gospel 
 
Every Christian can identify false belief systems by asking three important questions: 1) Who is 
Jesus? 2) Who is the Holy Spirit? and 3) How am I saved? As we go to the comparative chart 
and place the teachings of God’s Word against the teachings of Islam, Mormonism and the 
Jehovah’s Witnesses, let’s remind ourselves of some key biblical truths that address these crucial 
questions. 
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Key truths about the real Jesus 
Jesus is: 


• The eternal Son of God, without beginning or end 
• God / deity 
• Co-equal and co-eternal with the Father and the Holy Spirit 
• Virgin born 
• The God-Man / fully divine and fully human 
• Sinless in His humanity  
• Our substitute through His sacrificial death on the cross 
• Alive, having been raised physically from the dead 
• The only way of salvation 
• Seated today in heaven as our Mediator and Intercessor 
• Coming visibly and physically one day in power and great glory 
• The One who will judge all people and to whom, one day, all creatures will bow 


 
Key truths about the real Holy Spirit 
The Holy Spirit is: 


• The eternal Spirit, without beginning or end 
• God / deity 
• Personal (not an impersonal force) 
• Co-equal and co-eternal with the Father and the Son 
• The Author of Scripture 
• The One who convicts the lost of their need for Christ 
• The One who regenerates believing sinners, causing them to be made spiritually alive 
• The One who indwells, seals and sanctifies believers, and who places them positionally 


into the Body of Christ 
• The Giver of spiritual gifts 
• God’s down payment /guarantee of our home in heaven 


 
Key truths about the real Gospel 


• All people are sinners 
• Sin separates us from holy God, resulting in spiritual and physical death and, ultimately, 


eternity apart from God in hell 
• People are incapable of saving themselves 
• Christ died on the cross for our sins and, as our Substitute, paid our sin debt in full 
• Christ was buried and rose physically from the dead 
• His finished work at Calvary conquered sin and death for us 
• As a result, salvation is by God’s grace through faith – not by works 
• Salvation is God’s gift – and everlasting, unbreakable, covenant relationship with Him 
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An exhortation from John the apostle 
 
Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to determine if they are from God, 
because many false prophets have gone out into the world.  This is how you know the Spirit of 
God: Every spirit who confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God. But every 
spirit who does not confess Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist; you have 
heard that he is coming, and he is already in the world now. You are from God, little children, 
and you have conquered them, because the One who is in you is greater than the one who is in 
the world. (1 John 4:1-4 HCSB) 
 
The Bible not only warns believers about false prophets; it describes them graphically as: 


• Ravaging wolves in sheep’s clothing (Matt. 7:15; see also Acts 20:29) 
• Deceitful workers (2 Cor. 11:13) 
• Springs without water, mists driven by a whirlwind (2 Peter 2:17) 
• Dreamers who defile their flesh, despise authority, and blaspheme glorious beings (Jude 


1:8) 
• Liars (Rev. 2:2) 
• Antichrists (1 John 2:18) 


 
How do we define a false prophet? Simply put, a false prophet is one who preaches, teaches, or 
foretells events contrary to the Word of God – sometimes claiming God as his or her source. As 
believers, we can guard our hearts from the teachings of false prophets by obeying three 
commands of the apostle John: 
 


1. Do not believe every spirit. Kenneth Wuest’s translation of 1 John 4:1 puts it this way: 
“Stop believing every spirit.” The term “spirit” refers to those who claim to have divine 
gifts for service, according to Vine’s Expository Dictionary. We should beware. Jesus 
warns us of miracle-working false messiahs and false prophets (Matt. 24:24). Paul says 
Satan masquerades as an angel of light, and his followers disguise themselves as 
ministers of righteousness (2 Cor. 11:14-5). Paul further cautions against “deceitful 
spirits” and “the teachings of demons” (1 Tim. 4:1). And he warns that the time will 
come when people will not endure sound doctrine, but turn aside to myths (2 Tim. 4:3-4). 
We should be like the Bereans who greeted Paul and Silas. Acts 17:11 says “they 
welcomed the message with eagerness and examined the Scriptures daily to see if these 
things were so” (emphasis mine). 


 
2. Test the spirits. The Word of God is the yardstick by which all truth claims must be 


measured. Here are a few markers. True prophets: 
• Are 100 percent accurate when they speak in the Lord’s name (Deut. 18:21-2). 
• Exalt God, not themselves or false gods (Deut. 13:1-4). 
• Tell the whole truth, not tickle the ears (Ezek. 13:22-3; 2 Tim. 4:3-4). 
• Proclaim salvation by grace through faith (Gal. 1:8-9). 
• Set lifestyle examples (2 Peter 2:1-3). 
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3. Know the Spirit of God. In his first epistle, John challenges the views of the 
“antichrists” about the identity of Jesus. The most important question Jesus ever asked – 
and the question upon which every person’s eternal destiny hangs – is, “Who do you say 
that I am?” (Matt. 16:15). Peter answered correctly, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the 
living God!” (Matt. 16:16). Believers need to know who the real Jesus is. Indeed, He is: 
• The eternal Son of God, Creator and sovereign Lord (John 1:1-3; Col. 1:16-18; 2:9-


10; Heb. 1:3). 
• Virgin born (Isa. 7:14; Matt. 1:18-25). 
• Full deity and full humanity in His incarnation (John 1:14). 
• Sinless Savior whose death paid our sin debt (1 Cor. 15:3-4; 2 Cor. 5:21). 
• Raised and ascended in the flesh; seated at the right hand of the Father as our 


Mediator and Intercessor; and returning Lord who will appear visibly and 
physically one day (John 14:1-3; Acts 1:9-11; 1 Tim. 2:5-6; Heb. 4:15-16; Rev. 19-
22). 


 
John’s words are simple and effective. Christians are people of faith – not a blind, ignorant faith, 
but a reasonable faith based on the evidence God has given us in creation, Scripture, and in the 
Person of His Son. While there have always been false prophets, and while there will continue to 
be those who fleece the flock rather than feed it, we can guard our hearts – and protect our 
families and our churches – from false teachings if we follow John’s commands: Don’t believe 
every spirit (that is, every person claiming divine gifting); test the spirits (according to 
Scripture); and know the Spirit of God (the Holy Spirit’s teaching about the real Jesus as 
revealed in the Bible). 
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Comparing English Translations of the Bible 
 


Ask: What is the translators’ intent? 
Very literal       Literal       Accurate       Accurate and readable       Readable       Contemporary       Paraphrase


Ask: What am I using the Bible for? 
Critical / scholarly study     Corporate worship      Teaching     Personal study     Devotional use     Evangelism 


Optimal Equivalence 
Combines “word for 
word” and “thought 


for thought” 
 


Seeks accuracy and 
readability 


 
Examples: 


 


HCSB 
NET Bible 


Dynamic 
Equivalence 
“Thought for 


thought” 
 


Seeks readability 
 


Examples: 
 


NIV 
CEV 
NLT 


Good News 
God’s Word 
New Century 


Paraphrase 
 
Seeks readability in 


contemporary 
language 


 
Examples: 


 


The Living Bible 
The Message 


Formal Equivalence 
“Word for word” 


 
Seeks accuracy 


 
Examples: 


 


Interlinear 
KJV 


NKJV 
NASB 
ESV 
NAB 


NRSV 
Geneva Bible 


Amplified Bible 
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In Search of the Real Jesus 
Everyone can find the real Jesus of Nazareth by asking three important questions: 
 


 What does Jesus say about Himself? What do the eyewitnesses say? What do you say? 
His origin He is eternal and uncreated (John 8:58; 17:5; 


Rev. 1:17-18). 
He has always existed and is the uncreated 
Creator (John 1:1-3 
Col. 1:16). 


 


His relationship with God He is the eternal Son of God and relates to the 
Father and the Holy Spirit (Matt. 11:25-27; 
12:28; Luke 4:18; 23:34, 46; John 8:16-19, 
42; 15:26; 16:13-15). 


The Father, Son and Holy Spirit are together 
at Jesus’ baptism; Jesus is the Son of God 
the Father and works in harmony with the 
Holy Spirit (Matt. 3:16-17; Gal. 1:3-4; Eph. 
1:3-14).  


 


His deity He is co-equal and co-eternal with God the 
Father and the Holy Spirit; He calls Himself 
“I AM” (Mark 14:61-62; John 8:24, 28, 58; 
10:30). 


He was and is God, co-equal with the Father 
and Holy Spirit; He is the fullness of deity 
in the flesh and an exact representation of 
the invisible God; He is the First and the 
Last; He claims to be God and is recognized 
as God (John 1:1; 5:18; 10:30-33; 20:28; 
Col. 2:9; Heb. 1:3; Rev. 1:17). 


 


His humanity He thirsts, suffers, weeps, gets angry, feels 
joy, dies, and rises from the dead in a physical 
body (Mark 3:5; Luke 19:41-44; John 11:35; 
15:11; 19:28, 30; 20:27).  


He is virgin born, adding sinless humanity 
to His deity; He takes on flesh and blood; 
His humanity enables Him to serve as our 
great high priest (Matt. 1:18-25; Luke 1:34-
35; John 1:14; Phil. 2:5-8; Heb. 2:14-17). 


 


His names “Son of Man” is His favored name; it speaks 
of His Messianic claims, His eternal 
existence, and His deity (Dan. 7:13-14; Matt. 
9:6; 12:40; 16:27; 24:27-31; 25:31; Luke 
9:26; 12:8; 22:69; John 1:51; 3:14).  


He is indeed the “Son of Man” but also is 
confirmed as the Messiah / Christ, Son of 
God, and Savior; He is called by dozens of 
other names including the Almighty, head 
of the church; Holy and Righteous One; 
King eternal; Lamb of God; Lord of all; 
great God and Savior; truth; and the Word 
of God (John 1:14, 29; 14:6; Acts 3:14; 
7:56; 10:36; Eph. 1:22; 4:15; 1 Tim. 1:17; 
Titus 2:13; Rev. 1:8; 19:13). 


 


 
(Over) 
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 What does Jesus say about Himself? What do the eyewitnesses say? What do you say? 
His purpose To seek and save the lost; to pay people’s sin 


debt; to defeat Satan and his works; to offer 
eternal life (Luke 19:10; 24:7; John 10:10-11; 
12:23-33). 


To die and rise from the dead in fulfillment 
of Scripture; to save sinners through His 
death and resurrection and thus reconcile 
them to God (Rom. 5:6-11; 1 Cor. 15:1-4; 2 
Cor. 5:21; 1 Tim. 1:15; Heb. 2:9).  


 


His proof He fulfills Messianic prophecies, most 
notably by rising physically from the dead 
(Matt. 12:38-40; 26:31-32; Luke 18:31-33; 
24:13-27; 36-48; John 2:18-22; 20:24-29).  


He fulfills Messianic prophecies, most 
notably by dying on the cross for mankind’s 
sins and rising physically from the dead 
(Matt. 1:18-23; 2:1-6; 8:14-17; 12:15-21; 
13:34-35; 21:1-5; Mark 15:25-28; John 
19:23-24; 31-37; Acts 2:16-36; 1 Cor. 15:1-
4). 


 


His future After dying on the cross, rising from the dead 
and ascending into heaven, where He prepares 
a place for His followers, Jesus says He will 
return one day for everyone to see; He also 
will resurrect and judge all people and 
establish His kingdom on earth (Matt. 24:27-
31; 25:31; 26:64; Luke 21:25-28; John 5:28-
29; 14:1-3). 


He ascends into heaven after His finished 
work on the cross and will return in the 
same manner in which He leaves. He will 
remove His church from the earth prior to 
His return, bring His followers with Him 
when He comes in judgment, establish His 
kingdom on earth, and create new heavens 
and a new earth  (Acts 1:9-11; 1 Cor. 15:51-
57; 1 Thess. 4:13-18; 2 Peter 3:10-13; Rev. 
1:7; 19:11-21; 21-22). 


 


His uniqueness He is the Messiah / Christ; Son of God, and 
God the Son; the Alpha and the Omega, the 
First and the Last; the only means of salvation 
(John 8:58; 10:8-11, 24-25; 11:25; 14:6; Rev. 
1:8, 17-18; 22:13). 


He is the one and only Son of God; divine; 
the only means of salvation (John 1:1, 14, 
18; Acts 4:11-12; Col. 1:16; 2:9; Heb. 1:3). 


 


His call to us He calls sinners to hear, believe in Him and 
receive everlasting life; He invites the weary 
to rest in Him; He beckons the thirsty to come 
to Him and drink; He warns of the danger of 
rejecting Him (Matt. 11:28-30; John 3:16-18; 
5:24; 7:37; 8:24).  


He calls sinners to receive forgiveness and 
everlasting life by believing in Him; 
salvation is by the grace of God through 
faith, apart from works (Rom. 4:4-5; Eph. 
2:8-9; Titus 3:5-7).  
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Recommended Resources 
 


Books and Pamphlets 
 
5 Minute Apologist: 
Maximum Truth in Minimum Time 
By Dr. Rick Cornish 
 
Christianity, Cults & Religions:  
Compare 17 Religions and Cults with Christianity 
By Rose Publishing 
 
Encountering the World of Islam 
Edited by Keith E. Swartley 
 
Encyclopedia of Cults and New Religions 
By John Ankerberg and John Weldon 
 
Encyclopedic Dictionary of Cults, Sects, and World Religions 
By George A. Mather, Larry A. Nichols and Alvin W. Schmidt 
 
Kingdom of the Cults 
By Walter Martin 
 
Know Why You Believe 
By Paul E. Little 
 
Mormonism 101: Examining the Religion of the Latter-day Saints 
By Bill McKeever and Eric Johnson 
 
Reasoning from the Scriptures with the Jehovah’s Witnesses 
By Ron Rhodes 
 
So What’s the Difference? 
A look at 20 Worldviews, Faiths and Religions and How They Compare to Christianity 
By Fritz Ridenour 
 
The Case for Faith; The Case for Christ; The Case for the Real Jesus 
By Lee Strobel 
 
The Popular Encyclopedia of Apologetics: Surveying the Evidence for the Truth of Christianity 
By Ed Hindson and Ergun Caner 
 
Who Made God? 
Edited by Ravi Zacharias and Normal Geisler 
 


(Over) 







 
Web Sites 
 
www.4truth.net (North American Mission Board) 
 
www.carm.org (Christian Apologetics & Research Ministry) 
 
www.equip.org (Christian Research Institute) 
 
www.leestrobel.com (Investigating Faith with Lee Strobel) 
 
www.oncedelivered.net (Rob Phillips’ Web site) 
 
www.reasonablefaith.org (William Lane Craig) 
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How Do I Know the Bible is True? 
Objection 2: The Bible has been copied so many times, 


 with so many variations, there’s no way to know 
what was originally scripted. 


 
Mormons and Muslims allege that the Bible’s documents were substantially corrupted in 
their transmission, but there is overwhelming evidence that proves these claims false. 
Scholars of almost every theological persuasion attest to the profound care with which 
the Old and New Testament documents were copied and preserved. 
 
To begin, it’s important to know that the texts of the Old and New Testaments were 
written – under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit – by some 40 authors over a period of 
roughly 1,500 years. With thousands of ancient copies in existence, it is a monumental 
task to establish the accuracy and truthfulness of these manuscripts. Textual criticism is 
the science of examining the books of the Bible and their origins. “It has to do with the 
reliability of the text, that is, how our current text compares with the originals and how 
accurately the ancient manuscripts were copied,” according to Paul E. Little in Know 
Why You Believe.  
 
The Old Testament 
 
Let’s begin with the Old Testament, copies of which were written on clay and wooden 
tablets, papyrus and parchment, even pottery pieces and beaten metal fragments. Scribes, 
or copyists, were devout Jews with the highest professional standards and the utmost 
dedication to dealing with the Word of God. Their habits included wiping a pen clean 
before writing the name of God, copying one letter at a time, and counting the letters of 
both the original and the copy. If there were discrepancies, the copy was destroyed. 
 
The earliest and most complete copy of the entire Hebrew Old Testament dates from 
around 900 A.D. and is known as the Masoretic text. All of the present copies of the 
Hebrew text we have today are in remarkable agreement with this text. But even earlier 
texts have now been found. The discovery of the Dead Sea scrolls in 1947 resulted in the 
earliest manuscript copy yet of the complete book of Isaiah. Later discoveries at the Dead 
Sea unearthed fragments of every book in the Old Testament except Esther. Since these 
scrolls date from a group of dedicated Jews living at Qumran from about 150 B.C. to 70 
A.D., the discoveries closed the gap in the age of manuscripts by about 1,000 years. A 
careful comparison of the Qumran manuscripts with the Masoretic texts shows 
remarkable similarity.  
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Other texts fortify our confidence in the reliability of the Old Testament manuscripts. The 
Septuagint is a Greek translation of the Old Testament dating from the third century B.C. 
For a Hellenized Hebrew culture whose people often knew only Greek, the Septuagint 
became a bridge for understanding the Hebrew history and theology of the Old 
Testament. In addition, the Syriac version of the Old Testament, written in the Aramaic 
language of Syria, followed, as did a Samaritan version. With all of these texts existing in 
200 B.C., what does it mean for the accuracy of the Scriptures?  
 
R. Laird Harris writes: “We can now be sure that copyists worked with great care and 
accuracy on the Old Testament, even back to 225 B.C. Although some differed among 
themselves, it was so little, we can infer that still earlier copyists had also faithfully and 
carefully transmitted the Old Testament text. Indeed, it would be rash skepticism that 
would now deny that we have our Old Testament in a form very close to that used by 
Ezra when he taught the Law to those who had returned from the Babylonian captivity” 
(“How Reliable is the Old Testament Text?” in Can I Trust My Bible, p. 124). 
 
The New Testament 
 
For the New Testament, the original documents were written and copied in Greek, and 
later translated and preserved in Syriac, Coptic, Latin and a variety of other ancient 
European and Middle Eastern languages. In the Greek alone, more than 5,000 
manuscripts and manuscript fragments of the New Testament have been preserved from 
the early centuries of Christianity. 
 
As William Lane Craig explains, “The oldest of these is a scrap of papyrus containing 
John 18:31-33, 37-38, dating from A.D. 125-130, no more than forty years after John’s 
Gospel was most probably written. More than thirty papyri date from the late second 
through early third centuries, including some which contain good chunks of entire books 
and two which cover most of the gospels and Acts or the letters of Paul. Four very 
reliable and nearly complete NTs date from the fourth and fifth centuries” (“The 
Historical Reliability of the New Testament,” Reasonable Faith: Christian Truth and 
Apologetics, p. 194). 
 
While it’s true there are variations among the manuscripts, the vast majority have to do 
with changes in spelling, grammar, and style, or accidental omissions or duplications of 
words or phrases. Only about 400 variants have any significant bearing on the meaning of 
a passage, and most of these are noted in the footnotes or margins of modern translations 
and editions of Scripture. The only textual variants that affect more than a sentence or 
two are John 7:53-8:11 and Mark 16:9-20. 
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William Lane Craig further writes in Reasonable Faith, “Neither of these passages is 
very likely to be what John or Mark originally wrote, though the story in John (the 
woman caught in adultery) still stands a fairly good chance of being true. But overall, 97-
99% of the NT can be reconstructed beyond any reasonable doubt, and no Christian 
doctrine is founded solely or even primarily on textually disputed passages” (p. 194). 
 
Consider these statements from renowned Bible scholars: 


• The New Testament is the most accurately copied book from the ancient world. 
Textual scholars Westcott and Hort estimate that only one-sixtieth of its variants 
rise above “trivialities,” which leaves the text 98.33 percent pure. Noted historian 
Philip Schaff calculates that of the 150,000 variants known in his day, only 400 
affected the meaning of a passage; only 50 were of any significance; and not even 
one affected an article of faith (Companion to the Greek Testament and English 
Version, p. 177). 


• Sir Frederick Kenyon, a New Testament authority, writes, “The number of 
manuscripts of the New Testament, or early translations from it, and of quotations 
from it in the oldest writers of the Church, is so large that it is practically certain 
that the true reading of every doubtful passage is preserved in some one or other 
of these ancient authorities…. This can be said of no other ancient book in the 
world” (Our Bible and the Ancient Manuscripts, p. 55). 


• Many of the apparent discrepancies in the gospels, Acts and the writings of Paul – 
minor as they are – disappear once we judge ancient historians by the standards of 
their day rather than ours. As Craig L. Blomberg writes, “In a world which did not 
even have a symbol for a quotation mark, no one expected a historian to 
reproduce a speaker’s words verbatim” (“The Historical Reliability of the New 
Testament,” Reasonable Faith: Christian Truth and Apologetics, p. 207). 


• “The point is simply that the textual evidence for what the NT authors wrote far 
outstrips the documentation we have for any other ancient writing, including 
dozens which we believe have been preserved relatively intact. There is 
absolutely no support for claims that the standard modern editions of the Greek 
NT do not very closely approximate what the NT writers actually wrote” 
(Blomberg, p. 194). 


• “If we compare the present state of the New Testament text with that of any other 
ancient writing, we must … declare it to be marvelously correct. Such has been 
the care with which the New Testament has been copied – a care which has 
doubtless grown out of true reverence for its holy words…. The New Testament 
[is] unrivaled among ancient writings in the purity of its text as actually 
transmitted and kept in use” (Benjamin B. Warfield, Introduction to Textual 
Criticism of the New Testament, pp. 12-13, quoted in The Case for Christ by Lee 
Strobel, p. 70). 
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To summarize, even though there are some discrepancies in copies of ancient Bible 
manuscripts, the overwhelming number of variations is trivial, such as transposed letters. 
No discrepancy threatens any Biblical doctrine. Modern equivalents of these minor 
variants would be the difference between the English words “honor” and “honour,” or 
receiving a notice in the mail saying “You may have already w-n a million dollars.” The 
meaning of these sentences is profoundly clear. 
 
For these and other reasons we have not discussed here – archaeological and other 
scientific evidence, for example – we can be confident that the English translations we 
hold in our hands come from reliably consistent Hebrew, Greek and Aramaic documents 
that have been copied meticulously since the originals were penned. We also may take 
comfort in the knowledge that the same Holy Spirit who inspired the “autographs” of 
Scripture has taken care to preserve these texts. 
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Apologetics 101: Learning to Defend the Christian Faith 
 


How Do I Know the Bible is True? 
Objection 3: The Bible is full of contradictions. 


 
When someone raises this objection, a reasonable first response is, “Show me one.” Often, the 
person cannot do so. However, it must be acknowledged that there are numerous places in 
Scripture where there are seemingly conflicting testimonies and apparent contradictions. If the 
Bible comes from God, and if God neither lies nor makes mistakes, how do we reconcile these 
Bible difficulties?  
 
The law of non-contradiction 
 
First, we should examine the Bible the same way we examine other documents, using the 
traditional rules of logic and reason. A good place to start is by applying the law of non-
contradiction, which maintains that “nothing can both be and not be.” For example, it cannot be 
day and night in the same place at the same time. Therefore, if a passage of Scripture violates the 
law of non-contradiction, its trustworthiness is undermined. At the same time, two statements 
may differ without being contradictory. 
 
For example, in Matthew’s Gospel we read that Jesus meets two blind men (Matt. 20:29-34). 
Mark and Luke, however, mention only one blind man. Are these contradictory statements? Not 
necessarily. If Jesus meets two men, He certainly meets one. In addition, when the three Gospel 
accounts are read in their entirety, it becomes clear that Bartimaeus picks up an unnamed blind 
companion during the time Jesus visits Jericho. Finally, “Matthew was concerned to mention all 
who were involved in this episode (just as he alone of the Synoptists recorded the fact that it was 
really two maniacs that met Jesus on the territory of Gadara [Matt. 8:28], whereas both Mark and 
Luke speak only of one demoniac possessed by the Legion demons)…. As for the second blind 
beggar, neither Mark nor Luke finds him significant enough to mention” (Gleason L. Archer, 
Encyclopedia of Bible Difficulties, p. 333). 
 
By the way, apparent contradictions such as this actually provide supporting evidence for the 
veracity of the eyewitnesses. They show that the New Testament writers didn’t “get their story 
straight” in order to concoct a hoax. Just as four eyewitnesses to an auto accident would report 
what they saw from their different vantage points, so the four Gospel writers sought to 
communicate to their readers the details they felt were most important. Their testimonies are 
consistent even though their stories vary in detail. 
 
Translation and context 
 
Next, we should consider translation and context. Some Bible passages appear contradictory 
because of the nuances of Bible translation. A case in point: The Book of Acts has two accounts 
of Paul’s conversion experience. Acts 9:7 (KJV) says the men journeying with Paul hear a voice 
but see no one. Acts 22:9 (KJV) says they do not hear the voice. The two passages appear  
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contradictory, but the Greek clears it up, as do some modern translations. The construction of the 
verb is different in each account. W.F. Arndt explains: “In Acts 9:7 it (the verb ‘to hear,’ akouo) 
is not the same in both accounts. In Acts 9:7 it is used with the genitive, in Acts 22:9 with the 
accusative. The construction with the genitive simply expresses that something is being heard or 
that certain sounds reach the ear; nothing is indicated as to whether a person understands what he 
hears or not. The construction with the accusative, however, describes a hearing, which includes 
mental apprehension of the message spoken. From this it becomes evident that the two passages 
are not contradictory” (Does the Bible Contradict Itself? quoted in “Bible Contradictions – 
Appearance or Reality?” found in www.allabouttruth.org.) 
 
Some additional considerations 
 
There are other considerations that may help clear up Bible difficulties: 


• Time. Some seemingly contradictory statements are separated by years – even hundreds 
of years – and must be seen in their proper time frames. For example, Gen. 1:31 records 
that God was satisfied with creation, while Gen. 6:6 says He was sorry that He made 
man. Contradictory? No. Keep in mind that hundreds of years, including the fall of man, 
came between the first and second statements. 


• Context. A careful study of the chapters and books in which the apparent contradictions 
occur often reveals subtle differences that aid understanding. 


• Sense. Words and phrases can be used literally or figuratively. For example, in Matt. 
11:14 Jesus identifies John the Baptist as Elijah, yet John denies being Elijah (John 1:21). 
Contradiction? No. In Matthew, Elijah is described as the spiritual antitype of the great 
prophet (see also Luke 1:17). 


• Quotations. Many references to Old Testament passages are not word-for-word quotes in 
the New Testament. Rather, they are paraphrases or summaries. Many of the apparent 
discrepancies in the Gospels, Acts and the writings of Paul – minor as they are – 
disappear once we judge ancient historians by the standards of their day rather than ours. 
As Craig L. Blomberg writes, “In a world which did not even have a symbol for a 
quotation mark, no one expected a historian to reproduce a speaker’s words verbatim” 
(“The Historical Reliability of the New Testament,” Reasonable Faith: Christian Truth 
and Apologetics, p. 207). 


• Understanding. Some critics assume that passages they can’t explain cannot be 
explained by anyone. But lack of understanding does not necessarily imply errors in 
transmission. 


• Perspective. When two or more writers provide separate accounts of the same events, 
differences in names, numbers, and conversations may be accounted for by each writer’s 
perspective: What did he see? Who did he interview? What was most important to 
record? Who is the audience to whom he wrote? Should numbers be exact or rounded? 


 
Rick Cornish summarizes: “Skeptics play a constructive role. Their challenges force us to study 
and sometimes reevaluate our interpretations. But until they improve their own game, we need 
not worry about their accusation that ‘the Bible is full of errors and contradictions.’ It’s not” (5 
Minute Apologist, p. 68).  
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Apologetics 101: Learning to defend the Christian faith 
 


Islam: An Overview 
 
Islam is the youngest and fastest-growing major world religion.  It was founded by Arabian 
visionary Muhammad (570-632 AD), who was born in the city of Mecca in Arabia. Muhammad 
claimed he received supernatural revelations from God through the angel Gabriel. These 
revelations were written down by others and compiled into a book called the Koran (or Qur’an). 
Islam today is comprised of two main schools: the majority Sunni school and the minority Shi’ite 
school. In addition, there are millions of Muslim mystics called Sufis. Islam is the second largest 
religion in the world (behind Christianity) with about 1.5 billion followers. Interestingly, the four 
nations with the largest number of Muslims today are all outside the Middle East – Indonesia, 
Pakistan, Bangladesh, and India. 
 
Purpose 
The ultimate goal of Islam is to subjugate the world and then rule it according to Islamic law.  
Islam claims to be the restoration of true monotheism and thus supersedes both Judaism and 
Christianity. Islamic law teaches that conversion may be achieved through persuasion or 
subjugation, but some hold that if these fail, unbelievers (or “infidels”) may be eliminated if 
necessary. As such, hostility toward non-Muslims is accepted and even encouraged in some 
Islamic cultures, based on passages from the Koran such as, “O, true believers, take not the Jews 
and the Christians for your friends. They cannot be trusted. They are defiled – filth.”  
 


Islam’s Beginnings 
Islam began with the supernatural visions and revelations that Muhammad claimed he received 
from God through the angel Gabriel. Because Muhammad could neither read nor write, he 
claimed to have memorized these revelations and ordered his followers to write them down. 
These writings became Islam’s holy book, the Koran. Muhammad at first feared his revelations 
came from a jinn, or evil spirit, but later he accepted their source as divine and taught that he 
alone was the true recipient of Allah’s truth. 
 
Muhammad was born in the Arabian city of Mecca in 570 A.D. Mecca was an important 
economic center, serving as a resting place for trading caravans. But is also was an important 
religious city because the Ka’bah was located there. The Ka’bah is a cubic structure that in the 
days of Muhammad housed 360 deities. Each Arabian tribe selected its own deity and came to 
Mecca each year to pay homage to its god. Muhammad’s monotheistic preaching threatened the 
economic and religious livelihood of Mecca and set him against his own tribe. He and about 100 
Muslim families were forced to flee to Medina, a city 200 miles north of Mecca. Muslims look to 
the year of Muhammad’s flight, 622 A.D., as the beginning of the Muslim calendar. In 630, 
Muhammad and his army returned and took control of Mecca. He personally destroyed the idols 
in the Ka’bah and within a year succeeded in unifying the tribes of the Arabian Peninsula under 
Islam. Muhammad died in 632 A.D. without appointing a successor. 
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The Sects of Islam 
The two major sects of Islam, Sunni and Shi’ite, originally were established after Muhammad’s 
death in a dispute over who should serve as his successor, or caliph. The Sunni Muslims insisted 
that Muhammad’s successor be elected, while the Shi’ite Muslims felt he should be of 
Muhammad’s blood line, which would have meant that Ali, Muhammad’s cousin and son-in-
law, would have become caliph. The Sunnis prevailed and today account for about 80 percent of 
the Muslim population. Sunnis and Shi’ites differ in other ways as well: 


• Authority. Sunnis emphasize the authority of the written traditions, which include the 
Koran and the Sunna (“custom”), from which they derive their name. They also receive 
guidance from a consensus of elders (ulama), who base their decisions on Islam’s 
writings. Shi’ites look more toward human authority. Initially, they believed Allah spoke 
through the Imam, roughly the equivalent of the Catholic Pope. In the ninth century, 
however, the twelfth Imam, known as the Mahdi, became hidden; Shi’ites today await his 
return, much as Christians await the return of Christ. 


• Civil and religious power. Sunnis believe there should be a separation between civil and 
religious authorities, while Shi’ites believe the religious authorities should exercise both 
political and religious power. Iran’s Ayatollah Khomeini, for example, was a Shi’ite 
leader. 


 
There is another significant sect of Islam known as Sufism, which is mystical in nature. Minor 
sects include the Wahhabis (primarily in Saudi Arabia), the Druze (mostly in Lebanon, Syria and 
northern Israel), the Alawites (mainly in Syria), and the Ahmadiyas (primarily in Pakistan). 
Beyond this, Islam has been influential in the founding of two other religions: Sikhism and 
Baha’ism. 
 
Source of Authority 
Muslims believe Allah has revealed many written works, including the Old and New Testaments.  
But these revelations ended with the Koran (Qur’an, “recitations”), which supersedes all others. 
For all practical purposes, Muslims accept only the Koran as the Word of God. They believe 
Allah’s earlier revelations in the Bible have been corrupted by Jews and Christians and therefore 
are not trustworthy, except as interpreted by the Koran. Sunni Muslims, as mentioned above, also 
place strong emphasis on the Sunna, which includes the Hadith, in which the sayings and 
conduct of Muhammad and his companions are recorded. 
 


Basic Beliefs 
Every Muslim must hold to six articles of faith: 
• Faith in Allah. The central doctrine of Islam is that God is one and that no one may be 


associated with his deity. To associate someone, like Jesus, with Allah by calling Him God’s 
Son is to commit the unpardonable sin of shirk (see Surah 4:48). 


• Belief in angels like Gabriel, whom they claim transmitted the Koran to Muhammad. Each 
person has two angels assigned to him or her – one to record the person’s good deeds and the 
other to record the person’s evil deeds. Muslims also believe in evil spirits called jinn, from 
which we get the word “genie.” 
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• Acceptance of the Koran. Four high-ranking prophets were given books by divine revelation. 


Moses was given the Tawrat (Torah); David, the Zabur (his Psalms); Jesus, the Injil 
(Gospel); and Muhammad, the Koran. Muslims teach that only the Koran has been preserved 
in perfection; Jews and Christians have corrupted the rest. 


• Acceptance of Islam’s prophets, with Muhammad as the greatest. The Koran says Allah has 
sent prophets to every nation, proclaiming the truth of the one true God. In all, 124,000 
prophets have been sent. Most are unknown, but many include biblical characters such as 
Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses, David, Solomon, Jonah, John the Baptist, and Jesus. 
Muhammad is the only prophet who is for all time; he is called “Seal of the Prophets.” 


• Belief in predestination – that is, everything that happens, good and evil, is predestined by 
Allah’s will. 


• Preparation for the Day of Judgment, in which each person’s good and evil works will be 
measured, resulting in heaven or hell. Only Allah knows – and has predetermined – who will 
go to heaven and who will go to hell. Hell is not an eternal place of torment, but a place 
where evil is purged from its inhabitants. 


 
Religious Duties 
Every Muslim must practice at least five fundamental religious duties.  These are known as the 
Pillars of Religion, and they are: 


• The confession of faith or Shahada: “There is no God but Allah, and Muhammad is his 
prophet.” Sincerity in voicing the confession is essential.  If a Muslim repudiates the 
Shahada it nullifies his or her hope of salvation. 


• Prayer (Salat). Muslims must recite 17 cycles of prayer each day. These cycles usually 
are spread over five times while the supplicant faces Mecca – dawn, noon, mid-afternoon, 
dusk, and two hours after sunset. The noon service on Friday is the only time Muslims 
are expected to gather together at the mosque. Muslims wash themselves ceremonially 
before praying; this is called ablution or wudu. 


• Observing Ramadan, a month of fasting throughout the daylight hours to commemorate 
the first revelation of the Koran to Muhammad. During the day, Muslims must refrain 
from food, drink, smoke, and sexual relations. After sundown, all of these pleasures may 
be enjoyed until sunrise the next day. 


• Almsgiving or Zakat. Muslims are required to give 2.5 percent of their currency, plus 
other forms of wealth, as determined by a complicated system that purifies their 
remaining wealth. 


• Pilgrimage, or Hajj, to Mecca, Muhammad’s place of birth. Every Muslim who is 
physically and financially able must make this trek at least once is his or her lifetime. 
Pilgrims must wear white garments to eliminate all class distinctions. The process of 
visiting several sacred sites usually takes more than a week. 
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• A sixth religious duty is sometimes associated with these: Jihad. Muslims tend to speak 
of two jihads – an internal jihad, or struggle between right and wrong, much like the 
Christian’s struggle between the Spirit and the flesh; and an external jihad, or military 
battle. When the situation warrants it, this duty requires Muslims to go to war to defend 
Islam against “infidels.”  Anyone who dies in a holy war is guaranteed everlasting life in 
heaven and is considered a martyr for Islam. 


 
Are God and Allah the same? 
While many people assume that Christians and Muslims worship the same God, differing only in 
the name upon which they call, this simply is not true. The God of the Koran and the God of the 
Bible do share similarities, but the differences are profound. Following are some similarities and 
differences as highlighted in The Illustrated Guide to World Religions: 
 
Similarities 


• Both are one. 
• Both are transcendent creators of the universe. 
• Both are sovereign. 
• Both are omnipotent. 
• Both have spoken to humanity through messengers or prophets, through angels, and 


through the written word. 
• Both know in intimate detail the thoughts and deeds of men. 
• Both will judge the wicked. 


 
Differences 


• Allah is a singular unity, while God is a compound unity who is one in essence and three 
in persons (Matt. 28:19; John 10:30; Acts 5:3-4). 


• Allah is not a father and has begotten no sons (Surahs 19:88-92; 112:3), but God exists in 
an eternal relationship as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 


• Through the Koran, Allah broke into history through a word that is written, but the God 
of the Bible broke into history through the Word who is a person (John 1:1, 14; Col. 
1:15-20; Heb. 1:2-3; 1 John 1:1-3; 4:9-10). 


• “Allah loves not those that do wrong” (Surah 3:140), and neither does he love “him who 
is treacherous, sinful” (Surah 4:107), but the God of the Bible “proves his own love for us 
in that while we were still sinners Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:8). 


• The standard of judgment for Allah is the Koranic teaching that our good deeds must 
outweigh our bad deeds (Surahs 7:8-9; 21:47), but the standard of the God of the Bible is 
complete perfection as measured by the holy character of God Himself (Matt. 5:48; Rom. 
3:23); since it is impossible for sinful and fallen people to attain godly perfection, God 
sent His Son to pay our sin debt and reconcile us to God (Rom. 5:11; 2 Cor. 5:18-19). 


• Allah provided a messenger, Muhammad, who warned of Allah’s impending judgment 
(Surahs 2:119; 5:19; 7:184, 188; 15:89-90) and who declared that “No bearer of a burden 
can bear the burden of another” (Surahs 17:15; 35:18). But God provided a sinless Savior 
who took our sins upon Himself and bore God’s wrath in our place (Matt. 20:28; 26:28; 
Luke 22:37; John 3:16; 10:9-11; 2 Cor. 5:21; Gal. 3:13; 1 Thess. 5:9-10). 
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Comparing the Teachings of Christianity, Islam, Mormonism  
And the Jehovah’s Witnesses with Respect to Jesus, the Spirit, and the Gospel (2 Cor. 11:3-4) 


 
What the Bible Says 


about Jesus 
What Islam Says 


about Jesus 
What Mormonism Says 


about Jesus 
What Jehovah’s Witnesses 


Say about Jesus 
 
He is the virgin-born Son of God, 
conceived by the Holy Spirit (Isa. 
7:14; Matt. 1:18-25; Luke 1:35). 
He is eternal God, the Creator, co-
equal and co-eternal with the 
Father and Holy Spirit (John 1:1-3, 
14; 10:30; Col. 1:15-20; Phil. 2:5-
11; Heb. 1:1-13). Jesus died for our 
sins (1 Cor. 15:3), rose physically 
from the dead (Matt. 12:38-40; 
Rom. 1:4; 1 Cor. 15:4-8; 1 Peter 
1:18-21) and is coming back 
physically and visibly one day 
(Matt. 24:29-31; John 14:3; Titus 
2:13; Rev. 19:11-16). 
 


 
He was one of God’s prophets but 
inferior to Muhammad, who 
brought Allah’s final revelation to 
man (the Koran). The Koran 
denies that Jesus is the Son of 
God, and any Muslim who 
believes in the deity of Jesus has 
committed the unforgivable sin 
called shirk – a sin that will send 
that person to hell. Muslims do 
believe Jesus is the Messiah, was 
born of a virgin, lived a sinless 
life and is coming back one day – 
to establish Islam throughout the 
earth. They do not believe He 
died on the cross, but was called 
to heaven by Allah before His 
death and perhaps replaced by 
Judas Iscariot. 
 


 
Jesus preexisted in heaven as a 
spirit child of Heavenly Father 
(Ehohim) and one of his goddess 
wives (as did Lucifer and all 
human beings). He then took on a 
human body through sexual 
relations between Heavenly 
Father and the virgin Mary (early 
Mormon teaching). Through his 
death and resurrection, he paid for 
Adam’s sins and secured general 
salvation (resurrection) for all 
people. After rising from the 
dead, he came to America to 
preach to the Nephites, the 
ancestors of Native Americans. 
He was the bridegroom at the 
wedding in Cana and perhaps had 
three wives and numerous 
children, from whom Joseph 
Smith, Mormonism’s founder, is 
descended. 
 
 
 
 


(more) 


 
Jesus was “the first and direct 
creation of Jehovah God” (The 
Truth Shall Make You Free, p. 
47). Jesus then created all “other” 
things (Col. 1:16 New World 
Translation). 
 
“Jehovah took the perfect life of 
his only-begotten Son and 
transferred it from heaven to … 
the womb of the unmarried girl 
Mary … Thus God’s Son was 
conceived or given a start as a 
human creature … Jesus’ birth on 
earth was not an incarnation”  
(From Paradise Lost to Paradise 
Regained, pp. 126-27; What Has 
Religion Done for Mankind? p. 
231). 
 
“… the true Scriptures speak of 
God’s Son, the Word, as ‘a god.’  
He is a ‘mighty god,’ but not the 
Almighty God, who is Jehovah” 
(The Truth Shall Make You Free, 
p. 47). 
 


(more) 
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What the Bible Says 
about Jesus 


What Islam Says 
about Jesus 


What Mormonism Says 
about Jesus (cont) 


What Jehovah’s Witnesses 
Say about Jesus (cont) 


   
Jesus is one of three gods in the 
Mormon godhead, although 
Mormonism recognizes the 
Trinity only as one in “purpose,” 
arguing instead for a multitude of 
gods. Jesus and Heavenly Father 
have bodies of flesh and bone, 
making it “impossible for Him 
[Heavenly Father] to occupy at 
one time more than one space of 
such limits” (James E. Talmage, 
Articles of Faith, p. 43). 


 
“This firstborn from the dead was 
raised from the grave, not a 
human creature, but a spirit.”  
(Let God Be True, p. 276) 
 
“Jesus returned to earth in 1914, 
has expelled Satan from Heaven 
and is proceeding to overthrow 
Satan’s organization, establish the 
Theocratic Millennial Kingdom, 
and vindicate the name of 
Jehovah God. He did not return in 
a physical form and is invisible as 
the Logos” (Walter Martin, 
summarizing the beliefs of 
Jehovah’s Witnesses in Kingdom 
of the Cults, p. 52). 
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What the Bible Says 
about the Holy Spirit 


What Islam Says 
about the Holy Spirit 


What Mormonism Says 
about the Holy Spirit 


What Jehovah’s Witnesses 
Say about the Holy Spirit 


 
The Holy Spirit is the third Person 
of the triune Godhead (Matt. 3:16-
17, 28:19-20) and is co-equal and 
co-eternal with the Father and the 
Son (Acts 5:3-4). 


 
Islam denies the deity and 
personhood of the Holy Spirit, as 
well as the Trinity. Rather, the 
Koran describes the Holy Spirit 
as “the angel which brought 
revelation” (Mualana Muhammad 
Ali, The Holy Koran with English 
Translation and Commentary, p. 
43). The Koran also calls the 
Spirit “Gabriel” (2:97) and the 
“Faithful Spirit” (26:193). 


 
Mormon.org offers this definition 
of the “Holy Ghost:” “Also called 
the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of God, 
and the Comforter. He witnesses, 
or testifies of the Heavenly Father 
and Jesus Christ and reveals and 
teaches truth.” 
 
Sounds orthodox, but historically 
Mormon leaders have offered 
more disturbing views of the 
Holy Spirit. For example: 


• The Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit “constitute three 
distinct personages and 
three Gods” (Teachings 
of the Prophet Joseph 
Smith, p. 370). 


• Doctrine and Covenants 
130:22 declares that the 
Father has a body of flesh 
and bones. So does the 
Son. But the Holy Ghost 
is “a personage of spirit.” 


• “The Holy Ghost is yet a 
spiritual body and waiting 
to take to himself a body 
as the Saviour did or as 
the gods before them took 
bodies” (Joseph Smith, 
April 6, 1843; see 
Discourses on the Holy 
Ghost compiled by N.B. 
Lundwall, p. 73). 


 
“… The holy spirit is the invisible 
active force of Almighty God that 
moves his servants to do his will” 
(Let God Be True, p. 108). 
 
“The Scriptures themselves unite 
to show that God’s holy spirit is 
not a person but is God’s active 
force by which he accomplishes 
his purpose and executes his will” 
(Aid to Bible Understanding, p. 
1543). 
 
“As for the ‘Holy Spirit,’ the so-
called ‘third Person of the 
Trinity,’ we have already seen 
that it is not a person, but God’s 
active force” (The Truth That 
Leads to Eternal Life, p. 24). 
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What the Bible Says 
about the Gospel 


What Islam Says 
about the Gospel 


What Mormonism Says 
about the Gospel 


What Jehovah’s Witnesses 
Say about the Gospel 


 
Through His death, burial and 
resurrection, Jesus conquered sin 
and death, paid our sin debt in full, 
and provided forgiveness of sins 
and everlasting life by God’s grace 
through faith in Christ (John 3:16, 
5:24; Rom. 4:4-5; 1 Cor. 15:1-4; 2 
Cor. 5:21; Eph. 2:8-9; Titus 3:5). 
 


 
The Koran teaches, “Surely the 
(true) religion with Allah is 
Islam” (3:19). This means 
salvation is achieved only through 
submission to the teachings of 
Islam. Forgiveness is based on 
good works and Allah’s choice of 
mercy. 
 
The Muslim’s chances for heaven 
are good if he or she: 1) accepts 
Allah and his prophet 
Mohammad; 2) does good works 
and all that is required of him or 
her by Allah; and 3) is 
predestined to Allah’s favor. 
 
Islam teaches that Christ was 
neither crucified for our sins nor 
resurrected; therefore salvation 
cannot possibly be attained 
through faith in Christ. In fact, sin 
is not man’s problem. Man is 
sinful by act only, not by nature. 
Original sin is viewed as a 
“lapse” by Adam. Man is not 
really “fallen” in his nature; he is 
merely weak and forgetful. Sin is 
thought of in terms of rejecting 
right guidance. It can be forgiven 
through repentance. No 
atonement is necessary. 
 


(more) 


 
Jesus’ atonement secured 
“salvation” (meaning 
resurrection) for nearly all people, 
but “men will be punished for 
their own sins” (Article of Faith 
#2 by Joseph Smith). People may 
earn “eternal life” (godhood) by 
“obedience to the laws and 
ordinances of the gospel,” 
meaning works  (Article of Faith 
#3 by Joseph Smith). 
 
Godhood is the goal of 
Mormonism. According to fifth 
LDS President Lorenzo Snow, 
“As man is, God once was; as 
God is, man may become” (The 
Teachings of Lorenzo Snow, p. 1). 
 
Joseph Smith taught that “you 
have got to learn how to be Gods 
yourselves … to inherit the same 
power, the same glory and the 
same exaltation, until you arrive 
at the station of God” (History of 
the Church, vol. 6, p. 306). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


(more) 


 
“The atonement is a ransom paid 
to Jehovah God by Christ Jesus 
and is applicable to all who 
accept it in righteousness. In 
brief, the death of Jesus removed 
the effects of Adam’s sin on his 
offspring and laid the foundation 
of the New World of 
righteousness including the 
Millennium of Christ’s reign" 
(Walter Martin, Kingdom of the 
Cults, p. 52). 
 
“Those people of good will today 
who avail themselves of the 
provision and who steadfastly 
abide in this confidence will find 
Christ Jesus to be their 
‘everlasting Father’” (Let God Be 
True, p. 121). 
 
“We have learned that a person 
could fall away and be judged 
unfavorably either now or at 
Armageddon, or during the 
thousand years of Christ’s reign, 
or at the end of the final test … 
into everlasting destruction” 
(From Paradise Lost to Paradise 
Regained, p. 241). 
 
 
 


(more) 
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What the Bible Says 
about the Gospel 


What Islam Says 
about the Gospel 


What Mormonism Says 
about the Gospel 


What Jehovah’s Witnesses 
Say about the Gospel 


  
Muslims believe in heaven and 
hell. Allah predetermines the 
eternal destiny of each person, 
and the hope of salvation for the 
Muslim is based on works, 
although no Muslim has the 
absolute assurance of heaven. 
Islam teaches its followers to 
prepare for the Day of Judgment, 
in which each person’s good and 
evil works will be measured, 
resulting in heaven or hell. 


 


 
Mormonism teaches that a person 
is destined for one of six places 
after death: 


• Outer darkness – reserved 
for Satan and his demons 
and the extremely 
wicked, including 
apostate Mormons. 


• Telestial kingdom – the 
lowest of the three 
heavens; the wicked will 
spend eternity here. 


• Terrestrial kingdom – the 
second heaven; honorable 
people and “lukewarm” 
Mormons will live here. 


• Celestial kingdom – the 
highest of the three 
heavens consisting of 
three separate levels; the 
top level is where 
Mormons hope to be 
“exalted.” 


 


 
“Who and how many are able to 
enter in (the Kingdom)?  The 
Revelation limits to 144,000 the 
number that become a part of the 
Kingdom and stand on heavenly 
Mount Zion” (Let God Be True, 
p. 136). The rest of Jehovah’s 
Witnesses, the “other sheep,” 
hope to be resurrected and live on 
Paradise Earth. 
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Apologetics 101: Learning to defend the Christian faith 
 


Jehovah’s Witnesses: An Overview 
 
Some 50 years after Joseph Smith claimed to be visited by God the Father and Jesus Christ, an 
event that launched the Mormon Church, another teenage boy began an inconspicuous Bible 
study in Allegheny, Pennsylvania, in 1870. The result was the establishment of a second major 
cult (counterfeit form of Christianity) in the 19th century, known today as the Jehovah’s 
Witnesses. Officially known by several names -- The Watchtower Bible and Tract Society of 
New York, Inc., The Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society of Pennsylvania, and the 
International Bible Students Association – the Jehovah’s Witnesses today boast more than 6.6 
million active participants (known as “publishers”) in more than 230 countries, with nearly 
100,000 Kingdom Halls, one of the largest publishing operations in the world, and an aggressive 
door-to-door “preaching” ministry. 
 
A Brief History 
It all began with Charles Taze Russell (1852-1916). As a teenager he rejected many of the views 
taught in his Congregational church, particularly the doctrines of hell and the Trinity, which he 
found unreasonable. Influenced by Adventists, who assured him there is no eternal punishment 
and who focused on the return of Christ, he formed his own Bible study and began to develop his 
unique theology. In 1879, Russell began publishing his own magazine, eventually known as The 
Watchtower, predicting that the battle of Armageddon would take place in 1914, at which time 
Jehovah would destroy all earthly governments, end the “Gentile times” and establish His 
kingdom on earth. Russell believed and taught that Jesus had returned to earth invisibly in 1874. 
 
By 1896 Russell had founded the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society. In 1908 he moved his 
headquarters from Pennsylvania to Brooklyn, New York, where it remains today, along with a 
massive printing operation, an apartment building, offices, and a Bible school. When the First 
World War began in 1914, Russell claimed his prophecy of Armageddon was on the verge of 
being fulfilled, but he died a failed prophet two years later. 
 
Joseph F. Rutherford, legal advisor to Russell’s organization, became its new president in 1917. 
He set a new date of 1925 for Armageddon, but when it didn’t happen, the charismatic and 
domineering Rutherford backed away from his prediction, claiming that his followers 
misunderstood him. Undaunted, he changed the name of the society to the Jehovah’s Witnesses, 
taken from Isaiah 43:10, in part to distance his followers from splinter groups forged by former  
disillusioned members. He also escalated the aggressive door-to-door “preaching” that 
distinguishes Jehovah’s Witnesses today. In fact, Jehovah’s Witnesses log more than 1.2 billion 
hours of “preaching” door-to-door each year. In an effort to rapidly increase membership, 
Rutherford proclaimed that only 144,000 people would make it to heaven. When Watchtower 
ranks swelled beyond this number, Rutherford announced that everyone who had become a 
Witness before 1935 would go to heaven (the “little flock”), while everyone who joined after 
1935 would be among the “great crowd” who would not go to heaven but could live in an earthly 
paradise after Armageddon and the Millennium. 
 


(Over) 
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Rutherford died in 1942. His successor, Nathan Knorr, was less flamboyant than Rutherford and 
changed Watchtower policy so that all publications from that point forward were released 
anonymously. Under his direction, the society issued a new Armageddon dating system, teaching 
that Jesus had not returned invisibly in 1874, as Russell had taught, but in 1914. Further, the 
generation that had been alive in 1914 would not “pass away” (see Matt. 24:34) before 
Armageddon would occur – an “absolutely final” date of 1975. Knorr died in 1977 with the final 
battle yet to be waged. 
 
Frederick Franz became the next president. While he would not permit the society to set any 
more dates for Armageddon, he insisted that persons alive in 1914 would witness this 
cataclysmic event. He died in 1992 at age 99. Successor Milton G. Henschel discarded the entire 
end-times scenario in favor of “new light” that made the “generation” of Matt. 24:34 apply to 
any generation that sees the signs of Christ’s return. Don Adams heads the organization today – a 
society that remains prolific in its publications and aggressive in its evangelism. The 
Watchtower, a semimonthly magazine that instructs the society’s members in faith and practice, 
is published in 158 languages with a circulation of more than 21 million. Awake!, designed for 
non-members, reaches 18 million readers in 81 languages. The society’s official Web site may be 
found at www.watchtower.org.  
 
 


Basic Jehovah’s Witness Beliefs 
 


Jehovah’s Witnesses acknowledge that Charles Taze Russell was “the prime mover of the group” 
(official Web site) but seek to distance themselves from him and his teachings. Unfortunately, 
Jehovah’s Witnesses today still cling to Russell’s main false teachings: a denial of the Trinity; a 
denial of the deity of Christ and His bodily resurrection; a denial of the Holy Spirit’s deity and 
personality; a denial of hell as a place of everlasting punishment; and more.  
 
Here is a glimpse of several key Jehovah’s Witnesses doctrines: 
 
God’s name is Jehovah; He is not triune. No other names must be used to depict the one true 
and living God. Jehovah is a “spirit being,” invisible and eternal, but He has a spiritual body and 
is not omnipresent (Insight, vol. 1, pp. 969-970). Neither Jesus nor the Holy Spirit is God; the 
Trinity is strenuously denied. 
 
Jesus is Jehovah’s first created being. Jesus had three periods of existence. In His pre-human 
existence he was called “God’s only begotten Son” because Jehovah created him directly. He 
then used Jesus to create all other things. He also had the personal name Michael the Archangel. 
The second stage of Jesus’ life was on earth as Jehovah transferred his life from heaven to the 
womb of Mary. Jehovah’s Witnesses are adamant that this was not an incarnation. Jesus became 
Messiah at his baptism, was executed on a torture stake, and his humanity was annihilated. He 
then began the third stage of his life, being raised an immortal spirit who returned to heaven once 
again as Michael the Archangel. He returned invisibly to earth and “very soon now, he will 
manifest his rulership over our troubled earth” (Knowledge, p. 41). 
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Jesus is not God. Jehovah’s Witnesses teach a type of polytheism with a doctrine of two gods. 
The say Jehovah is the Almighty God who created Jesus, and Jesus is the mighty god who 
created everything else. This is simply a modern version of an ancient heresy. Arius, a pastor’s 
assistant in Alexandria, Egypt, taught that Christ was a created being. He captured a strong 
following, which necessitated the Council of Nicea in A.D. 325. 
 
Jesus rose spiritually, not physically, from the dead. Jehovah’s Witnesses claim that Christ 
was raised from the dead as a spirit who only appeared to have a body. What the disciples saw 
after Christ’s death was Jesus’ “re-created body.” Because in Watchtower reasoning the body 
and soul of an individual become extinct at death, God must re-create the “life pattern” of a 
person, and He does so by retrieving the life pattern from His memory. 
 
The Holy Spirit is not God. Jehovah’s Witnesses teach that the “holy spirit” is an “invisible act 
or force” that Jehovah uses to inspire His servants to accomplish His will. Put simply, the holy 
spirit is like electricity, according to Watchtower reasoning. 
 
Christ’s death did not provide full atonement. Jehovah’s Witnesses teach that Jesus was a 
“ransom to God for Adam’s sin.” By this, they mean that Jesus (Michael the Archangel in human 
form) was a fair exchange for Adam’s sin. As such, he made it possible for all people to be saved 
by obedience to Jehovah. Christ died on a torture stake, not a cross. After lying in death for parts 
of three days, Jehovah re-created him as a mighty spirit person. 
 
Salvation is by faith and obedience. Requirements for salvation are “exercising faith in Jesus’ 
ransom sacrifice,” baptism by immersion, active association with the Watchtower society, 
righteous conduct, and absolute loyalty to Jehovah. There is no assurance of salvation, only hope 
for a resurrection. 
 
There are two classes of saved people. Only 144,000, known as the “Anointed Class,” will go 
to heaven at death to rule with Jesus. Most Jehovah’s Witnesses hope to be among the “other 
sheep” or “great crowd” who will not go to heaven but live forever in Paradise on earth after 
Armageddon and the Millennium. 
 
Hell is mankind’s common grave. The body and soul cease to exist at death, say Jehovah’s 
Witnesses. When Jehovah raises them from the dead one day, the righteous will populate 
Paradise on earth (the 144,000 “Anointed Class” are the only people in heaven). Apparently, the 
wicked will have a second chance for life, but if they don’t measure up, they will be annihilated, 
ceasing to exist forever. Jehovah’s Witnesses deny the biblical teaching that hell is a place of 
conscious, everlasting separation from God. 
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Apologetics 101: Learning to Defend the Christian Faith 
 


How Do I Know the Bible is True? 
Objection 1: No one really knows what the Bible says 


because the original manuscripts are lost. 
 


The second part of this statement is true: The “autographs,” or original manuscripts, written on a 
variety of degradable surfaces from parchment to papyrus, no longer exist. But the remarkable 
number of copies, dating back in some cases to within a generation of their authorship, makes the 
first half of this objection false. In fact, we have tremendous confidence in the reliability of the 
Bible because of its manuscript trail. No other book from the ancient world has more, earlier, or 
better copied manuscripts than the Bible. (The word “manuscript” is used to denote anything 
written by hand, rather that copies produced from printing presses.) 
 
Do copies count? 
 
New Testament scholar Craig L. Blomberg writes, “In the original Greek alone, over 5,000 
manuscripts and manuscript fragments or portions of the NT have been preserved from the early 
centuries of Christianity. The oldest of these is a scrap of papyrus containing John 18:31-33, 37-
38, dating from A.D. 125-130, no more than forty years after John’s Gospel was most probably 
written” (“The Historical Reliability of the New Testament,” Reasonable Faith: Christian Truth 
and Apologetics, pp. 193-94). Andreas J. Kostenberger adds, “The total tally of more than 6,000 
Greek mss., more than 10,000 Latin Vulgate mss., and more than 9,300 early versions results in 
over 25,000 witnesses to the text of the NT” (“Is the Bible Today What Was Originally 
Written?” found in www.4truth.net). 
 
So how does the Bible stack up against other ancient manuscripts?  According to scholar F.F. 
Bruce, we have nine or 10 good copies of Caesar’s Gallic Wars; 20 copies of Livy’s Roman 
History; two copies of Tacitus’ Annals; and eight manuscripts of Thucydides’ History. The most 
documented secular work from antiquity is Homer’s Iliad with 643 copies. But the New 
Testament, with its thousands of Greek manuscripts alone, is the most highly documented book 
from the ancient world (The New Testament Documents, Are They Reliable?, p. 16). 
 
Is older better? 
 
Generally speaking, the older the manuscripts, the better. That’s because the narrower the gap 
between originals and copies, the more accurate the copies are likely to be. The oldest 
manuscript for Gallic Wars is roughly 900 years after Caesar’s day. The two manuscripts of 
Tacitus are 800 and 1,000 years later, respectively, than the original. The earliest copies of 
Homer’s Iliad date from about 1,000 years after the original was authored around 800 B.C. But 
with the New Testament, we have complete manuscripts from only 300 hundred years later. 
Most of the New Testament is preserved in manuscripts fewer than 200 years after the original, 
with some books dating from a little more than 100 years after their composition and one  
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fragment surviving within a generation of its authorship. No other book from the ancient world 
has as small a time gap between composition and earliest manuscript copies as the New 
Testament. 
 
How careful were the copy makers? 
 
Scholars of almost every theological stripe attest to the profound care with which the Old and 
New Testament documents were copied. For the New Testament, the books were copied in 
Greek and later translated and preserved in Syriac, Coptic, Latin and a variety of other ancient 
European and Middle Eastern languages. 
 
The New Testament is the most accurately copied book from the ancient world. Textual scholars 
Westcott and Hort estimate that only one-sixtieth of its variants rise above “trivialities,” which 
leaves the text 98.33 percent pure. Noted historian Philip Schaff calculates that of the 150,000 
variants known in his day, only 400 affect the meaning of a passage; only 50 are of any 
significance; and not even one affects an article of faith (Companion to the Greek Testament and 
English Version, p. 177). 
 
Sir Frederick Kenyon, a New Testament authority, writes, “The number of manuscripts of the 
New Testament, or early translations from it, and of quotations from it in the oldest writers of the 
Church, is so large that it is practically certain that the true reading of every doubtful passage is 
preserved in some one or other of these ancient authorities…. This can be said of no other 
ancient book in the world” (Our Bible and the Ancient Manuscripts, p. 55).  
 
How about hostile witnesses? 
 
Eyewitnesses and contemporaries of Jesus wrote the New Testament. For example, Luke 
probably wrote his gospel around 60 A.D., before he penned Acts. Since Jesus died around 30 
A.D., this would place Luke only three decades after the events, while most eyewitnesses – and 
potentially hostile witnesses – were still alive and could have refuted Luke’s record. The apostle 
Paul speaks of more than 500 eyewitnesses of the resurrected Christ when he wrote 1 
Corinthians, which critics date around 55-56 A.D. John and Peter add similar testimonies (1 John 
1:1-4; 2 Peter 1:16). 
 
In short, while it’s true we are lacking the “autographs” of Scripture, we have sound reasons to 
be confident that what we read today has been faithfully preserved through thousands of copies, 
many of them written in close chronological proximity to the time they were originally penned. 
“If we compare the present state of the New Testament text with that of any other ancient 
writing, we must … declare it to be marvelously correct. Such has been the care with which the 
New Testament has been copied – a care which has doubtless grown out of true reverence for its 
holy words…. The New Testament [is] unrivaled among ancient writings in the purity of its text 
as actually transmitted and kept in use” (Benjamin B. Warfield, Introduction to Textual Criticism 
of the New Testament, pp. 12-13, quoted in The Case for Christ by Lee Strobel, p. 70). 
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Apologetics 101: Learning to Defend the Christian Faith 
 


What is Christian Apologetics? 
 
Christian apologetics is the field of study concerned with the systematic defense of the Christian 
faith. More simply put, it is a reasonable defense of Christianity. The term “apologetics” is 
derived from the classical Greek word apologia and was used in a legal sense: The prosecution 
delivered the kategoria and the defendant replied with an apologia, or a formal speech to counter 
the charges. The verb form, apologeomai, means “to make a defense.” The Christian apologist is 
engaged in defending Christianity’s claims to the truth. 
 
In Scripture, the apostle Paul uses the term apologia in his speech to Agrippa when he says, “I 
consider myself fortunate … that today I am going to make a defense before you” (Acts 26:2). 
Paul uses a similar term in his letter to the Philippians (Phil. 1:7, 16). And Peter tells believers 
they should be ready to give a defense or answer for their faith in 1 Peter 3:15. The term is used 
in a negative sense in Romans 1:20, where Paul says those who reject the revelation of God in 
creation are “without excuse.” 
 
Why Christianity is a reasonable faith 
 
Christian apologists throughout the centuries have appealed to eyewitness accounts (specifically 
having to do with the person and work of Christ), as well as to Scripture, history, philosophy, 
archaeology and other scientific disciplines. Many have suffered martyrs’ deaths, not because 
they clung foolishly to a blind faith, but because they were fully convinced of the truth of 
Christianity based on careful examination of the evidence. 
 
Consider how these passages of scripture exhort Christians to use reason in defending their faith: 


• 2 Cor. 10:4-5: …since the weapons of our warfare are not fleshly, but are powerful 
through God for the demolition of strongholds. We demolish arguments and every high-
minded thing that is raised up against the knowledge of God, taking every thought 
captive to the obedience of Christ.  


• 1 Thess. 5:21: …but test all things. Hold on to what is good. 
• Titus 1:9: …holding to the faithful message as taught, so that he will be able both to 


encourage with sound teaching and to refute those who contradict it.  
• 1 Peter 3:15: …but set apart the Messiah as Lord in your hearts, and always be ready to 


give a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you.  
• Jude 3: Dear friends, although I was eager to write you about our common salvation, I 


found it necessary to write and exhort you to contend for the faith that was delivered to 
the saints once for all.  
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Why apologetics matters 
 
There are at least three reasons apologetics is essential to Christians: 
 


• Our faith depends on it. William A. Dembski, research professor in philosophy at 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary and author of The Design Revolution, 
comments: “It’s worth remembering that until two centuries ago, most people in the West 
saw the Resurrection of Jesus in historically the same light as other events of antiquity, 
such as the murder of Julius Caesar. The Resurrection and Caesar’s murder were both 
regarded as equally factual and historical. Unfortunately, in the two hundred years since  
the Enlightenment, Christians have steadily retreated from seeing their faith as rationally 
compelling. Instead of being apologists for the faith, we have become apologetic about 
it” (Foreword to 5 Minute Apologist, p. 11). The Bible tells us to love God with all our 
“minds” (Matt. 22:37). Emotions and experiences are important gifts of God, but they are 
not compelling reasons for trusting in Christ, Muhammad, the Buddha, Krishna, Joseph 
Smith, or anyone else. We should be as the Bereans, who, upon hearing of Christ’s death, 
burial and resurrection, “welcomed the message (of Paul and Silas) with eagerness and 
examined the Scriptures daily to see if these things were so…. Consequently, many of 
them believed” (Acts 17:10-12). 


 


• Our witness depends on it. Every major world religion and every major cult of 
Christianity has a high view of Jesus, yet fails to properly answer the question Jesus 
asked in Matthew 16:15: “Who do you say that I am?” Muslims, for example, teach that 
Jesus was a prophet, but they deny His deity and substitutionary death on the cross. Many 
Hindus readily accept Jesus into their pantheon of 330 million gods yet refuse to accept 
His uniqueness as the eternal Son of God. Mormons insist that Jesus was a man who 
became a god. If we truly believe, as Peter did, that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the 
living God (Matt. 16:16), we need to know what that means and why it’s true. 


 


• Our future depends on it. Christianity is under attack on many fronts – from atheists 
who mock it (The God Delusion by Richard Dawkins; God is Not Great by Christopher 
Hitchens) to charlatans who fleece the flock rather than feed it (see 1 Peter 5:2-3; 2 Peter 
2). The apostle Paul warns that in the days before Christ’s return people will “depart from 
the faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and the teachings of demons” (1 Tim. 4:1). 
He further warns that a time is coming when people will “not tolerate sound doctrine, but 
according to their own desires, will accumulate teachers for themselves because they 
have an itch to hear something new. They will turn away from hearing the truth and will 
turn aside to myths” (2 Tim. 4:3-4). In fact, Paul says there will be widespread apostasy 
(a standing apart from the truth) before the return of the Lord (2 Thess. 2:3).   


 
“Never do we see a call to obedience and worship grounded merely on an appeal to blind, 
isolated faith,” writes Scott Pruett. “It is always set in the context of historical actions and 
objective knowledge; and God has given us an ample and defensible testimony of these things in 
which we are to invest our faith” (What is apologetics? www.lifeway.com/apologetics). Demski 
summarizes it well: “Yes, our salvation is ultimately due to the grace of God. But every act of 
divine grace presupposes the means of grace by which God makes His grace real to us. Christian 
apologetics is one such means of grace” (ibid., p. 12). 
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Apologetics 101: Learning to Defend the Christian Faith 
 


How do I know the Bible is true? 
Addressing eight common objections 


 


Objection Response 
1. No one really knows what the Bible says because the 
original manuscripts are lost. 


True, the “autographs” no longer exist, but a remarkable number of copies do. No other book 
from the ancient world has more, earlier, or better copied manuscripts than the Bible. More than 
6,000 Greek, 10,000 Latin, and 10,000-15,000 other early versions of the New Testament are in 
existence, some dating to within a generation of the originals. Compare with only 643 copies of 
Homer’s Iliad, with the earliest copies dating 1,000 years after the original. 


2. The Bible has been copied so many times, with so 
many variations, there’s no way to know what was 
originally scripted. 


While it’s true there are variations among the manuscripts – as many as 400,000 by some counts 
– the vast majority have to do with changes in spelling, grammar, and style, or accidental 
omissions or duplications of words or phrases. Only about 400 variants in the New Testament 
manuscripts have any significant bearing on the meaning of the passage, and most of these are 
noted in the footnotes or margins of modern translations and editions of Scripture. The only 
textual variants that affect more than a sentence or two are John 7:53-8:11 and Mark 16:9-20. 


3. The books of the Bible were chosen arbitrarily by 
councils of men in highly political processes. As a 
result, they left out some very good books – perhaps 
some equally inspired writings. 


These oft-repeated charges are unfounded. They deny the supernatural inspiration and 
preservation of Scripture and instead emphasize the efforts of men who, it is argued, wanted 
only to maintain control over the early church. In truth, the Holy Spirit authored Scripture 
through the pens of human agents, managed its preservation and decided which books belong in 
the canon (2 Tim. 3:16-17; 2 Peter 1:20-21). Councils of Christian leaders met in the fourth 
century and made important decisions about the New Testament based on evidence supporting 
the books’ inspiration and authority, but in no way did they undermine God’s revelation of 
Himself in Scripture. The God who hangs the stars in space and calls them by name (Isa. 40:26) 
has no problem guiding the means by which His very words are given to His most precious 
creation: mankind. 


4. It’s silly to assume that one book – the Bible – 
contains all of God’s truth and that other great writings, 
from the Vedas to the Book of Mormon, do not come 
from God. 


We must begin with the claims of the documents themselves. The Bible specifically and 
repeatedly declares itself to be the written Word of God, while the Vedas do not. Even the Book 
of Mormon is called “another testament of Jesus Christ,” dangerously ignoring a Biblical 
mandate not to add to or take away from the Scriptures (Rev. 22:18-19). While many religious 
writings contain moral and ethical truths, some of which are consistent with Scripture, only the 
Bible claims to be God’s written and complete revelation to mankind. The Bible’s claim to be 
the Word of God is backed up by unparalleled textual, archaeological, and historical evidence. 
Most compelling, however, is the testimony of the Holy Spirit, who authored the Scriptures and 
who confirms in our human spirits the truth of God’s Word. 
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Objection Response 
5. The Bible is full of contradictions.  Not so. Consider these guidelines for dealing with Bible difficulties: 1) logic and reason – 


examine the Bible like other documents; 2) translation – consider the nuances between various 
English versions; 3) time – take note that some seemingly contradictory statements are separated 
by years and must be seen in their proper time frames; 4) context – study the chapters and books 
in which apparent contradictions occur; 5) sense – remember that words and phrases can be used 
literally or figuratively; 6) quotations – note that many Old Testament passages are paraphrased 
or summarized in the New Testament, not quoted word for word; 7) perspective – keep in mind 
that when two or more writers provide separate accounts of the same events, differences in 
names, numbers, and conversations may be accounted for by each writer’s perspective. 


6. The Bible can’t be true because it depicts a different 
God in the Old and New Testaments. 


The Bible is God’s progressive revelation of Himself and must be understood in its complete 
context. When one reads both the Old and the New Testaments it becomes evident that God is 
the same yesterday, today and forever (Mal. 3:6; Heb. 13:8). For example, both testaments tell 
us that God judges the unrepentant in time and eternity; that He is compassionate and gracious; 
that He desires a personal relationship with people; and that He is actively engaged in human 
history. Concerning the Trinity, while the Bible emphatically declares that there is one true and 
living God (Deut. 6:4; James 2:19), the Old Testament hints at the triune Godhead and the New 
Testament more fully reveals one God in three persons (see Gen. 1:1-2, 26; 3:22; 11:7; Isa. 6:8; 
Matt. 3:16-17; John 1:1, 14; 10:30; Acts 5:3-4; Col. 1:16; 2:9; Heb. 1:8; 1 Peter 1:2). 


7. There are so many translations of the Bible today, 
it’s impossible to know which translation is the right 
one. 


There is an alphabet soup of Bible translations available today, from the KJV to the NJB and the 
TNIV to the HCSB. This has led some to ask, “Which version is right?” and others to conclude 
that because there is so much variation between translations, none of them is correct. Keep in 
mind, however, that the autographs, or original documents, of Scripture are inerrant – not the 
subsequent copies and translations. Even though there are dozens of English translations that 
differ in varying degrees from one another, we have a high degree of confidence that the source 
documents from which these versions came are accurate representations of the autographs. 


8. There are so many Christian denominations today, 
it’s clear that Christians can’t agree on what the Bible 
teaches. 


Christian denominations generally developed out of a desire for fellowship and joint ministry 
between individual churches – a biblical concept (Acts. 11:27-30). There is a rich diversity 
among Christian denominations today, and the differences between them are not as wide as they 
appear. Many of the disagreements among Christians are over matters of conscience, such as 
which day of the week to worship, dietary restrictions, or which translation of the Bible to use 
(see Rom.14:1-23; 1 Cor.10:23-33), or they focus on lesser points of doctrine, such as church 
polity or the manner in which missions activities are organized and funded. It should be 
acknowledged that Christians often have engaged in petty squabbling, internal power struggles 
and political wrangling. The New Testament implores believers to be gracious toward and 
forgiving of one another (Eph. 4:32). 
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Apologetics 101: Learning to defend the Christian faith 
 


Mormonism: An Overview 
 
As the official version of the story goes, in 1820, 14-year-old Joseph Smith, Jr., had a vision in 
which God the Father and Jesus Christ appeared to him. Caught up in the Protestant revivalism 
of his day, Smith inquired as to which of the Christian denominations he should join. None of 
them, he was told, because they were all “wrong and corrupt.” Rather, God would use Smith to 
reinstate the true church, which had been in apostasy since the death of the apostles. 
 
Thus began the saga of the Church of Jesus Christ of Later-day Saints, or Mormons, which today 
is the largest and fastest-growing cult (form of counterfeit Christianity) in the world, increasing 
at an average rate of 300,000 converts a year – as many as 75 percent of whom may be former 
Protestants, according to author Fritz Ridenour (So What’s the Difference: A Look at 20 
Worldviews, Faiths and Religions and How They Compare to Christianity, p. 130). 
 
Today the LDS Church, headquartered in Salt Lake City, Utah, boasts roughly 13 million 
members in more than 160 countries; about 6 million members reside in the United States. In 
addition, the church has more than 50,000 missionaries who spread the Mormon message around 
the world. Its current leader is Thomas S. Monson, 81, who, like founder Joseph Smith and 
subsequent presidents, is considered the church’s “prophet, seer, and revelator.” 
 
The LDS Church initially stood in defiance of historical Christianity, claiming that after the 
death of the apostles the Christian church fell into “the great apostasy.” Joseph Smith taught that 
he alone was called to restore the true church and that the revelations God have him – 
particularly as recorded in the Book of Mormon, Doctrine and Covenants, and Pearl of Great 
Price – would guide the church back to its historic foundation. In recent years, however, the LDS 
Church has minimized, refuted or re-interpreted many earlier teachings of its leaders – such as 
polygamy, the multiple marriages of Jesus, and the curse of African Americans – and has 
launched a concerted effort to promote Mormonism as mainstream Christianity. This leads some 
to ask legitimately whether the LDS Church can have it both ways. Either Mormonism is true 
and all other forms of Christianity are false, or the LDS Church is not really needed, since 
historic Christianity is true after all, despite Joseph Smith’s claims to the contrary. 
 
Mormon leaders are exceptionally vague in their official statements about what the LDS church 
really believes. A visit to the church’s official Web sites (www.lds.org and www.mormon.org) 
will frustrate any sincere inquirer who wants to know what Mormons truly believe about the 
nature and character of God, the Trinity, the atonement, and man’s potential for godhood. Of 
course, Web surfers can always click on the link for a free Book of Mormon and have Mormon 
missionaries deliver a copy personally to their door, although the answers these missionaries give 
likely will be as vague as those provided by their leaders. 
 


(Over) 
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A Brief History 
 


After Joseph Smith’s initial visit from Heavenly Father and Jesus Christ in 1820, he allegedly 
saw the angel Moroni appear at his bedside in 1823 and tell him of golden plates on which was 
inscribed a record of the ancient American people. During his earthly life, Moroni had been a 
great warrior who lived among the Nephite people, descendents of Jews who fled Israel for 
North America around 600 B.C. Moroni’s father, Mormon, commander in chief of the Nephites, 
had given the golden plates to his son, who added a few words of his own before hiding the 
plates in Hill Cumorah near Palmyra, New York. These plates featured “the fullness of the 
everlasting gospel.” In 1827, after further visits from Moroni, Smith dug up the plates and began 
translating the “Reformed Egyptian” with the assistance of two special stones called “Urim” and 
“Thummim.” The result was the Book of Mormon. By 1830 the book was published and Smith 
founded the “Church of Christ” (not affiliated with the Church of Christ denomination) with five 
of his followers.  
 
From 1831 to 1844, Smith gained converts and established strongholds in Ohio, Missouri and 
Illinois. Wherever they went, Mormons attracted curiosity and even hostility, either because non-
Mormons did not trust Smith or were suspicious of Mormon beliefs and practices. During this 
time, Smith claimed to continue receiving revelations. In 1835 he released Doctrine and 
Covenants, which would become “inspired Scripture” along with the Book of Mormon. By 1838 
the Mormons had been driven from Missouri to Illinois, where they converted a swampy area on 
the banks of the Mississippi River into a thriving community called Nauvoo. It was here that 
Smith claimed to receive revelations concerning the Godhead, the origin and destiny of the 
human race, eternal progression, baptism for the dead, polygamy and other unique doctrines. The  
fourth “standard work” of Mormonism (after the King James Version of the Bible, the Book of 
Mormon, and Doctrine and Covenants), the Pearl of Great Price, was first compiled and 
published in 1851 and incorporated into the LDS canon in 1880. 
 
Tensions in Nauvoo arose between Mormons and non-Mormons and came to a head when the 
local paper, the Expositor, published stories exposing the LDS practice of polygamy. Smith, who 
had risen to power as mayor of Nauvoo and “lieutenant general” of the 4,000-man Nauvoo 
legion, ordered the paper destroyed. For this, he was arrested and jailed in Carthage, Illinois. 
While awaiting trial, a mob of 200 attacked the jail and a gunfight ensued. Smith, using a six-
shooter that had been smuggled into the jail, killed at least two attackers before he succumbed to 
gunshot wounds. 
 
Following Smith’s death, Brigham Young emerged as successor and led a large number of 
Mormons west, where they settled in the Valley of the Great Salt Lake in 1847. Today, Salt Lake 
City is home to the LDS Church. But all LDS members did not follow Young west. Smith’s 
widow, Emma, stayed behind in Illinois. Those who affirmed her son, Joseph Smith III, as the 
true successor helped found the “Reorganized Church,” now called the Community of Christ and 
headquartered in Independence, Missouri. 
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Four Standard Works 
 


Mormons recognize four written volumes as inspired and authoritative: 
• The King James Version of the Bible – “as far as it is translated correctly.” This caveat 


enables Mormons to question the Bible’s veracity and authority. Joseph Smith made 
more than 600 “corrections” to its text. According to the Book of Mormon, the Bible is 
missing “plain and precious parts” (1 Nephi 13:26), which the other three standard 
volumes complete. 


• The Book of Mormon, also called “Another Testament of Jesus Christ.” According to one 
of the church’s official Web sites (www.mormon.org), “By the power of God, Joseph 
Smith translated this book from an ancient record written on gold plates. The Book of 
Mormon is ‘a record of God’s dealings with the ancient inhabitants of the Americas and 
contains, as does the Bible, the fullness of the everlasting gospel.’”   


• Doctrine and Covenants. This volume features 138 revelations given to Mormon 
prophets, along with two “declarations.” Here, much of Mormon doctrine may be found, 
including teachings on the priesthood, baptism for the dead, exaltation (or godhood), and 
polygamy. 


• Pearl of Great Price, which contains Smith’s religious history, the Articles of Faith, the 
Book of Abraham, and the Book of Moses. 


 
 


Basic Mormon Beliefs 
 


“The first difference to grasp between the Mormon Church and biblical Christianity is one of 
semantics,” writes Fritz Ridenour in So What’s the Difference? “The Mormons use but have 
redefined many key terms employed by evangelical Christians – a definitive sign of a cult. 
Analysis of Mormon views, past and present, reveals that they dismiss, twist, change or add to all 
biblical doctrines, particularly revelation, the Trinity and salvation by grace alone through faith 
alone” (p. 131). 
 
Here is a glimpse of several key doctrines of the Mormon Church: 
 
One true church. Joseph Smith declared that all Christian denominations were false and 
apostate. Mormons teach that after the death of the apostles, all churches became heretical and 
no true saints existed until the LDS Church was established. Full salvation and “exaltation” 
(godhood) is found only in the LDS Church. 
 
LDS president as living prophet, seer and revelator. Joseph Smith and his successors are 
considered the sole spokesmen and revelators of God through whom God’s will is made known 
to the church. These revelations are considered authoritative, although some early revelations 
have been superseded by more recent ones; others are minimized by the church today; and still 
others, such as Smith’s prophecy that the temple would be built in Independence, Missouri, in his 
lifetime, have not been fulfilled. 
 


(Over) 
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Mormon scripture. Mormons accept “four standard works” – The King James Version of the 
Bible (“as far as it is translated correctly”); the Book of Mormon; Doctrine and Covenants; and 
Pearl of Great Price. In addition, LDS presidents may receive new revelations from God, and 
these become scripture. 
 
God as an exalted man. Elohim, or Heavenly Father, is the god of this world. He was a man in 
prior existence, but by keeping the requirements of Mormonism, he was exalted to godhood and 
inherited his own universe. There are an infinite number of gods with their own worlds; these 
gods, too, once were men. The Father, Son and Holy Ghost are three separate and distinct gods. 
The Father and Son have bodies of flesh and bone; the Holy Ghost is a “personage of spirit.” 
 
Jesus is God’s “Son.” Jesus (also called Jehovah) was Elohim’s firstborn spirit child in heaven.  
(Lucifer also was a spirit child, but his plan of redemption was rejected in favor of Jesus’ 
superior plan.) Jesus was begotten by God through Mary in a “literal, full and complete sense” 
(Bruce McConkie, A New Witness for the Articles of Faith, p. 67). Principally in the Garden of 
Gethsemane (and not on the cross), Jesus atoned for Adam’s sin and guaranteed all people 
resurrection and immortality (salvation). Jesus visited the Israelites (ancestors of Native 
Americans) after his resurrection and established the true church among them. We are the 
spiritual younger brothers and sisters of Christ. Jesus was married at Cana in Galilee (John 2); in 
fact, He had numerous wives and fathered many children Himself. 
 
Humans are gods in embryo. Every person has the potential to become a god by keeping the 
requirements of Mormonism. A key phrase in Mormonism is, “As man is god once was, as god 
is man may become.” From a prior spirit existence in heaven, people may be born on earth in 
order to exercise freedom to choose good or evil and to have a body for the resurrection. By 
obeying Mormon teachings and performing required duties, worthy Mormon males may pass the 
celestial guards, bring their wives with them, and achieve a status similar to Elohim. In the 
resurrection, faithful Mormons receive exaltation (godhood) and will have authority over their 
own world. 
 
Salvation by works. When Mormons say people are “saved” by grace through faith, they mean 
“resurrection.” In this sense, virtually all people will be saved. To achieve the highest tier of the 
highest level of heaven, Mormons must exercise faith in the god of Mormonism, in Christ, and in 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints; exercise repentance; and be baptized in the LDS 
Church. Additionally, they must keep the “Word of  Wisdom” by abstaining from alcohol, 
tobacco, and caffeine; tithe to the church; attend weekly meetings; support the Mormon prophet; 
do temple works; and be active in their support of the church. “Full salvation” or “exaltation” 
(godhood) is only available through the LDS Church. 
 
Eternal progression. All people, as well as all gods, have existed eternally. There are four 
stages in “eternal progression” through which people may pass: 1) eternally existing intelligence; 
2) pre-mortal spirit; 3) mortal probation; 4) resurrection and eternal life in one of six places:  
outer darkness; the telestial kingdom (lowest level of heaven); the terrestrial kingdom (next-
highest level of heaven); or the celestial kingdom, consisting of three levels, the highest of which 
is exaltation/godhood. 
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Apologetics 101: Learning to Defend the Christian Faith 
 


How Do I Know the Bible is True? 
Seven reasons to trust the Scriptures 


 
Muslims claim The Koran is the perfect revelation of Allah given to the prophet 
Muhammad by the angel Gabriel. It corrects corrupted Jewish and Christian scriptures 
and supersedes all other religious writings. 
 
Members of the Unification Church say Divine Principle is their written authority, 
coming from the Rev. Sun Myung Moon, “the Lord of the Second Advent” who 
completed the work Jesus left unfinished when Jesus died on the cross rather than 
marrying and having children. 
 
Mormons profess belief in four standard works: The Book of Mormon, Doctrine and 
Covenants, Pearl of Great Price, and the Bible (“as far as it is translated correctly”). The 
Book of Mormon is especially important, recording Jesus’ appearance in America to the 
descendants of a Jewish prophet; it is, in Mormon teaching, “Another Testament of Jesus 
Christ.”  
 
Adherents to the Church of Scientology study Dianetics, a book by one-time science 
fiction writer L. Ron Hubbard, who claimed that people are eternal beings who go 
through a series of rebirths and must shed the negative baggage from past lives in order to 
become “operating thetans.” 
 
Then, of course, there’s the Bible, which most Christians agree is the Word of God. 
 
Add to these the sacred writings of countless other belief systems – from Buddhism to 
Baha’ism – and the claims to truth are astounding in their number and variety. 
 
But which of these books is really true? Is it possible that all of them contain some truth – 
or that all of them are true for the people who choose to believe them? Is it narrow-
minded, arrogant, or even bigoted to say that any of these writings is false? Why do 
Christians insist that the Bible is the Word of God? Can’t we all just get along?  
 
Most Christians believe in the veracity of Scripture. That is, we trust the Bible to be the 
inerrant, infallible, and inspired Word of God and the authoritative source of all we 
believe and practice. By inerrant, we mean the original autographs are without error. By 
infallible, we mean the Bible is incapable of error because God, as its author, does not lie 
or make mistakes. By inspired, we mean the Bible is “God breathed.” And by 
authoritative, we mean that the Bible, as God’s Word, is His written revelation to us and 
must therefore guide our thoughts, words and deeds. 
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But many people – including some professing Christians – do not share such a high view 
of Scripture. They raise serious objections to the church’s claims about the Bible’s 
truthfulness and reliability. For example, some critics charge: 
 


• “No one really knows what Bible says because we don’t have the original 
manuscripts.” 


• “It’s silly to assume that one book – the Bible – contains all of God’s truth and 
that other great writings, from the Vedas to The Book of Mormon, do not come 
from God.” 


• “The Bible is full of contradictions.” 
 
Responding to these objections is a daunting task – in part because critics raise some 
valid points. For example, it’s true that we do not have the “autographs,” or the original 
documents written by the Bible’s human authors. At the same time, the Bible soars above 
other ancient documents in many convincing ways, giving us good reasons to trust it as 
the Word of God. In the paragraphs below we offer seven reasons to trust the Scriptures. 
 
Reason 1: The documents 
 
While the autographs, or original manuscripts, of the Bible have not survived the ravages 
of time, no other book from the ancient world has more, earlier, or more accurately 
copied manuscripts than the Bible. For example, we have 25,000 – 30,000 handwritten 
copies of the New Testament, 5,700 of them in Greek. This is astounding when you 
consider that the average Greek author has fewer than 20 copies of his works – and no 
originals – still in existence. Even if there were no copies of these biblical texts, we could 
reconstruct the entire New Testaments from the writings of the ancient church fathers, 
who quoted from the New Testament more than one million times. In addition, the 
existing Bible manuscripts are relatively older than other ancient documents, dating 
closer to the time of the originals, thus lending credence to their reliability. Finally, while 
these documents vary somewhat as they have been copied over the years, nearly all of the 
variants are minor, and none of them challenges a single doctrine of the Christian faith. 
 
Reason 2: The scribes 
 
The 40 men who penned the Scriptures over a period of 1,500 years insisted that their 
message came from God. Many were persecuted, or even martyred, for their faith. The 
authors of the Bible claimed to be under the direction of the Holy Spirit (2 Sam. 23:2; 2 
Peter 1:20-21). The prophets ascribed their message to God. Phrases such as “Thus saith 
the Lord,” “God said,” and “the Word of the Lord came to me” are found hundreds of 
times in the Bible. The apostle Paul declared that “All Scripture is inspired by God” (2 
Tim. 3:16). Peter referred to the writings of Paul as “Scriptures” (2 Peter 3:16). Even 
non-Christian ancient writings attest to the truthfulness of the eyewitness accounts of 
Christ. For example, the Jewish historian Josephus, in his Jewish Antiquities, written  
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in the last third of the first century, corroborates the claims of the New Testament writers 
that Jesus was more than a man; He was the Messiah, and rose from the dead on the third 
day (18:63-64, quoted in “The Historical Reliability of the New Testament,” Craig L. 
Blomberg, Reasonable Faith: Christian Truth and Apologetics, p. 215).  
 
Reason 3: Fulfilled prophecy 
 
The Old Testament features nearly 300 prophecies of the Messiah, the latest of which 
dates to more than 200 years before the birth of Jesus, who fulfilled every Messianic 
prophecy except those pertaining to His glorious return one day. Many of these ancient 
prophecies are highly detailed, making it impossible – apart from divine intervention – 
for one man to fulfill them all. Yet Jesus did, confirming His identity as the Messiah (or 
Christ), and providing exceptional evidence for the reliability of Scripture. Among the 
Messianic prophecies fulfilled in Jesus are: 
 


• His virgin birth (Isa. 7:14; Matt. 1:21) 
• His birthplace in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2; Matt. 2:1; Luke 2:4-7) 
• His miracle-working authority (Isa. 35:5-6; Matt. 9:35) 
• His rejection by the Jews (Ps. 118:22; 1 Peter 2:7) 
• His suffering and death (Ps. 22; Isa. 53; Matt. 27:27ff) 
• His resurrection (Ps. 16:10; Mark 16:6; Acts 2:31; 1 Cor. 15:3-8) 
• His ascension into heaven (Ps. 68:18; Acts 1:9) 
• His place today at the Father’s right hand (Ps. 110:1; Heb. 1:3) 


 
In addition, the Bible gives us many supernatural confirmations of its divine origin. For 
example, Moses, Elijah and other prophets were given the authority to perform miracles 
to confirm God’s sovereign power and divine message through them. Jesus, were are told 
by Luke, was “a man accredited by God to you by miracles, wonders and signs, which 
God did among you through him, as you yourselves know” (Acts 2:22). 
 
Reason 4: Archaeology 
 
The unearthing of ancient sites has confirmed the accuracy of the biblical record. Noted 
archaeologist Nelson Glueck states, “As a matter of fact … it may be stated categorically 
that no archaeological discovery has ever controverted a biblical reference. Scores of 
archaeological findings have been made which confirm in clear outline or exact detail 
historical statements in the Bible” (Rivers in the Desert, p. 31, quoted in Systematic 
Theology, p. 557 ). 
 
Examples of archaeological confirmations include the Tower of Babel (Gen. 11); Sodom 
and Gomorrah (Gen. 18-19); the fall of Jericho (Josh. 6); King David (2 Sam.); and the 
Assyrian Captivity (Isa. 20). In the New Testament book of Acts alone there are hundreds 
of archaeological confirmations. During decades of research, Sir William Ramsay wrote,  
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“I found myself often brought into contact with the book of Acts as an authority for the 
topography, antiquities, and society of Asia Minor. It was gradually borne in upon me 
that in various details the narrative showed marvelous truth” (St. Paul the Traveler and 
the Roman Citizen, p. 8, quoted in Systematic Theology, p. 558). 
 
Reason 5: Jesus 
 
Jesus claimed to be the Messiah (or Christ), the Son of God and the Son of Man (Matt. 
16:16-18; 26:63-64; John 8:58). He was confirmed by acts of God (John 3:2; Acts 2:22) 
and declared that He had been given all authority in heaven and earth to rule and to judge 
(Matt. 28:18; John 5:22). Therefore, His views on the Bible are extremely important. 
What did Jesus have to say? 
 
Norman Geisler writes, “Jesus declared that the Old Testament was divinely authoritative 
(Matt. 4:4, 7, 10); imperishable (Matt. 5:17-18); infallible (John 10:35); inerrant (Matt. 
22:29; John 17:17); historically reliable (Matt. 12:40; 24:37-38); scientifically accurate 
(Matt. 19:4-5; John 3:12); and ultimately supreme (Matt. 15:3, 6)” (Systematic Theology, 
p. 559). 
 
In addition, Jesus promised that the New Testament would be God’s Word. He told the 
apostles that the Holy Spirit would teach them “all things” and lead them into “all truth” 
(John 14:26; 16:13). The apostles later claimed this divine authority for their words (John 
20:31; 1 John 1:1-4; 4:1-6). Peter acknowledged Paul’s writings as “Scriptures” (2 Peter 
3:15-16).  
 
Jesus also personally affirmed many things that Bible critics deny, for example: 1) God 
created a literal Adam and Eve (Matt. 19:4); Jonah actually was swallowed by a great fish 
(Matt. 12:40); the whole world was destroyed by a flood in Noah’s day (Matt. 24:36-39); 
and there was one prophet (not two or three) who wrote all of Isaiah (Mark 7:6-7; Luke 
4:17-21). 


 
Reason 6: The Holy Spirit 
 
The same Holy Spirit who authored Scripture (2 Tim. 3:16-17) lives in believers’ hearts 
and “testifies together with our spirit that we are God’s children” (Rom. 8:16). This 
means the Holy Spirit confirms the truth of God’s Word to us. Jesus taught that the Holy 
Spirit would convince the lost of their sin of unbelief, of the righteousness of Christ, and 
of the judgment they will share with Satan if they persist in their unbelief – all clear 
teachings of Scripture (John 16:7-11). 
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Reason 7: The redeemed 
 
The Bible’s life-changing power is widely known through the testimony of those who 
have come to know Christ. The apostle Paul, once known as a Christ-hating persecutor of 
the church, declared, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is God’s power for 
salvation to everyone who believes, first to the Jew, and also to the Greek” (Rom. 1:16). 
Peter added, “… you have been born again – not of perishable seed but of imperishable – 
through the living and enduring word of God” (1 Peter 1:23). 
 
The celebrated British archaeologist Sir William Ramsay, who began his studies as a 
skeptic, became a Christian after exploring the sites of Paul’s journeys firsthand and 
comparing them with the testimony of Acts (“The Historical Reliability of the New 
Testament,” Craig L. Blomberg, Reasonable Faith: Christian Truth and Apologetics,  p. 
220). 
 
Millions of personal testimonies throughout the ages lend credence to the power of God’s 
Word to convey truth, convict the spiritually dead of their sins and bring new life through 
faith in Jesus Christ. As the writer of Hebrews declares: “For the word of God is living 
and effective and sharper than any two-edged sword, penetrating as far as to divide soul, 
spirit, joints, and marrow; it is a judge of the ideas and thoughts of the heart” (Heb. 4:12). 
 








Apologetics 101: Learning to Defend the Christian Faith 
 


Seven Keys to Identifying the Real Jesus 
 
1. His origin 
 


What Jesus says about Himself: He is eternal and uncreated. 
• John 8:58 – “I assure you: Before Abraham was, I am” (I AM is the name God gave 


Himself at the burning bush [Ex. 3:13-14]). 
• John 17:5 – “Now, Father, glorify Me in Your presence with that glory I had with You 


before the world existed.”  
• Rev. 1:17-18 – “Don’t be afraid! I am the First and the Last, and the Living One. I was 


dead, but look—I am alive forever and ever, and I hold the keys of death and Hades.” 
 


What the eyewitnesses say about Jesus: He has always existed and is the uncreated 
Creator. 


• John 1:1-3 – In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. He was with God in the beginning. All things were created through Him, and 
apart from Him not one thing was created that has been created. 


• Col. 1:15-17 – He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation; 
because by Him everything was created, in heaven and on earth, the visible and the 
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities – all things 
have been created through Him and for Him.  


 


What do you say about Jesus’ origin? 
• _______________________________________________________________________ 


 


• _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. His deity 
What Jesus says about Himself: He is co-equal and co-eternal with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit 
 


• Mark 14:61b-62 – Again the high priest questioned Him, “Are You the Messiah, the Son 
of the Blessed One?” “I am,” said Jesus, “and all of you will see the Son of Man seated at 
the right hand of the Power and coming with the clouds of heaven.” 


• John 8:24 – “Therefore I told you that you will die in your sins. For if you do not believe 
that I am [He], you will die in your sins.” (I AM is the name God gave Himself at the 
burning bush [Ex. 3:13-14]). 


• John 10:30 – “The Father and I are one.” 
 


What the eyewitnesses say about Jesus: He is God, co-equal and co-eternal with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit; the fullness of deity in the flesh 


• John 1:1 – In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. 


• John 5:18 – This is why the Jews began trying all the more to kill Him: not only was He 
breaking the Sabbath, but He was even calling God His own Father, making Himself 
equal with God.  


• Col. 2:9 – For in Him the entire fullness of God’s nature dwells bodily …  
• Heb. 1:3 – He is the radiance of His glory, the exact expression of His nature, and He 


sustains all things by His powerful word. After making purification for sins, He sat down 
at the right hand of the Majesty on high.  
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What do you say about Jesus’ deity? 
• _______________________________________________________________________ 


 


• _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. His humanity 
 


What Jesus says about Himself: He is fully human, sharing the full range of mankind’s 
experiences from thirst to temptation. 


• Matt. 4:1-11 – Jesus is hungry and tempted by Satan but responds to both with God’s 
Word. 


• Luke 19:41; John 11:35 – Jesus weeps over Jerusalem and at the tomb of Lazarus. 
• John 11:33, 38 – Jesus is “angry in His spirit.” 
• John 19:28, 30 – “I’m thirsty,” he says, and then He dies. 


 


What the eyewitnesses say about Jesus: He is virgin born, adding sinless humanity to His 
deity; His humanity enables Him to serve as our great high priest. 


• Matt. 1:18-25 – The birth of Jesus Christ came about this way: After His mother Mary 
had been engaged to Joseph, it was discovered before they came together that she was 
pregnant by the Holy Spirit…. Now all this took place to fulfill what was spoken by the 
Lord through the prophet: See, the virgin will become pregnant and give birth to a son, 
and they will name Him Immanuel, which is translated “God is with us.”  


• John 1:14 – The Word became flesh and took up residence among us. We observed 
His glory, the glory as the One and Only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.  


• Phil. 2:5-8 – Make your own attitude that of Christ Jesus, who, existing in the form 
of God, did not consider equality with God as something to be used for His own 
advantage. Instead He emptied Himself by assuming the form of a slave, taking on 
the likeness of men. And when He had come as a man in His external form, He humbled 
Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death—even to death on a cross.  


• Heb. 2:17-18 – Therefore He had to be like His brothers in every way, so that He could 
become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, to make propitiation for the 
sins of the people. For since He Himself was tested and has suffered, He is able to help 
those who are tested.  


 


What do you say about Jesus’ humanity? 
• _______________________________________________________________________ 


 


• _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. His purpose 
What Jesus says about Himself: He came to bring God’s kingdom; to seek and save the 
lost; to pay mankind’s sin debt; to defeat Satan and his works; and to offer us eternal life. 
 


• Matt. 12:28 – “If I drive out demons by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God has 
come to you.” 


• Luke 19:10 – “For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save the lost.” 
• John 10:10-11 – “A thief comes only to steal and to kill and to destroy. I have come that 


they may have life and have it in abundance. I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd 
lays down his life for the sheep.” 


• John 12:32-33 – “As for Me, if I am lifted up from the earth I will draw all [people] to 
Myself.” He said this to signify what kind of death He was about to die. 







Keys to Jesus / Page 3 
 
 


What the eyewitnesses say about Jesus: He came to die and rise from the dead in 
fulfillment of Scripture; to save sinners and reconcile them to God. 


• Rom. 5:6-11 – For while we were still helpless, at the appointed moment, Christ died for 
the ungodly. For rarely will someone die for a just person—though for a good person 
perhaps someone might even dare to die. But God proves His own love for us in that 
while we were still sinners Christ died for us! Much more then, since we have now been 
declared righteous by His blood, we will be saved through Him from wrath. For if, while 
we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, [then how] 
much more, having been reconciled, will we be saved by His life! And not only that, but 
we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now 
received reconciliation. 


• 1 Cor. 15:3-4 – For I passed on to you as most important what I also received: that Christ 
died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that He was buried, that He was raised 
on the third day according to the Scriptures … 


• 2 Cor. 5:21 – He made the One who did not know sin to be sin for us, so that we might 
become the righteousness of God in Him.  


• 1 Tim. 1:15 – This saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance: “Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners”—and I am the worst of them.  


• Heb. 2:9 – But we do see Jesus—made lower than the angels for a short time so that by 
God’s grace He might taste death for everyone—crowned with glory and honor because 
of the suffering of death.  


• 1 John 3:8b -- The Son of God was revealed for this purpose: to destroy the Devil’s 
works.  


 


What do you say about Jesus’ purpose? 
• _______________________________________________________________________ 


 


• _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
5. His proof 
 


What Jesus says about Himself: He fulfills Messianic prophecies, most notably by rising 
physically from the dead. 


• Matt. 12:39-40; 26:31-32 – “An evil and adulterous generation demands a sign, but no 
sign will be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. For as Jonah was in the belly 
of the great fish three days and three nights, so the Son of Man will be in the heart of the 
earth three days and three nights…. Tonight all of you will run away because of Me, for 
it is written: I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered. But 
after I have been resurrected, I will go ahead of you to Galilee.”  


• Luke 18:31-33; 24:38-39 – “Listen! We are going up to Jerusalem. Everything that is 
written through the prophets about the Son of Man will be accomplished…. they will kill 
Him, and He will rise on the third day…. Why are you troubled …And why do doubts 
arise in your hearts? Look at My hands and My feet, that it is I Myself! Touch Me and 
see, because a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you can see I have.”  


• John 2:18-22 – So the Jews replied to Him, “What sign [of authority] will You show us 
for doing these things?” Jesus answered, “Destroy this sanctuary, and I will raise it up in 
three days.” Therefore the Jews said, “This sanctuary took 46 years to build, and will You 
raise it up in three days?” But He was speaking about the sanctuary of His body. So when 
He was raised from the dead, His disciples remembered that He had said this. And they 
believed the Scripture and the statement Jesus had made.  
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What the eyewitnesses say about Jesus: He fulfills Messianic prophecies, most notably by 
dying on the cross for mankind’s sins and rising physically from the dead. 


• Mark 15:25-28 – Now it was nine in the morning when they crucified Him. The 
inscription of the charge written against Him was THE KING OF THE JEWS. They 
crucified two criminals with Him, one on His right and one on His left. [So the Scripture 
was fulfilled that says: And He was counted among outlaws.]   


• John 19:33-37 – When they came to Jesus, they did not break His legs since they saw that 
He was already dead. But one of the soldiers pierced His side with a spear, and at once 
blood and water came out…. For these things happened so that the Scripture would be 
fulfilled: Not one of His bones will be broken. Also, another Scripture says: They will 
look at the One they pierced. 


• Acts 2:22-27 – “Men of Israel, listen to these words: This Jesus the  Nazarene was a man 
pointed out to you by God with miracles, wonders, and signs that God did among you 
through Him, just as you yourselves know. Though He was delivered up according to 
God’s determined plan and foreknowledge, you used lawless people to nail Him to a 
cross and kill Him. God raised Him up, ending the pains of death, because it was not 
possible for Him to be held by it. For David says of Him: I saw the Lord ever before me; 
because He is at my right hand, I will not be shaken. Therefore my heart was glad, and 
my tongue rejoiced. Moreover my flesh will rest in hope, because You will not leave 
my soul in Hades, or allow Your Holy One to see decay.”  


• 1 Cor. 15:3-4 – For I passed on to you as most important what I also received: that Christ 
died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that He was buried, that He was raised 
on the third day according to the Scriptures. 


 


What do you say about Jesus’ proof? 
• _______________________________________________________________________ 


 


• _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
6. His uniqueness 
 


What Jesus says about Himself: He is the Messiah/Christ; the Son of God; the Alpha and 
the Omega; the only means of salvation. 


• Matt. 26:63-64; 27:11 – Then the high priest said to Him, “By the living God I place You 
under oath: tell us if You are the Messiah, the Son of God!” “You have said it,” Jesus told 
him. “But I tell you, in the future you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of 
the Power and coming on the clouds of heaven” … Now Jesus stood before the governor. 
“Are You the King of the Jews?” the governor asked Him. Jesus answered, “You have 
said it.”  


• John 14:6 – “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through Me.”  


• Rev. 1:17-18 – “Don’t be afraid! I am the First and the Last, and the Living One. I was 
dead, but look—I am alive forever and ever, and I hold the keys of death and Hades.”  


• Rev. 22:13 – “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and 
the End.”  
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What the eyewitnesses say about Jesus: He is the unique Son of God; divine; the Creator; 
the only means of salvation. 


• John 1:1, 14, 18 – In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God…. The Word became flesh and took up residence among us. We observed 
His glory, the glory as the One and Only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth…. 
No one has ever seen God. The One and Only Son – the One who is at the Father’s side – 
He has revealed Him.  


• Acts 4:11-12 – This [Jesus] is The stone despised by you builders, who has become 
the cornerstone. There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under 
heaven given to people by which we must be saved.  


• Col. 1:16; 2:9 – because by Him everything was created, in heaven and on earth, 
the visible and the invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities— all 
things have been created through Him and for Him. … For in Him the entire fullness of 
God’s nature dwells bodily.  


• Heb. 1:3 – He is the radiance of His glory, the exact expression of His nature, and He 
sustains all things by His powerful word. After making purification for sins, He sat down 
at the right hand of the Majesty on high.  


 


What do you say about Jesus’ uniqueness? 
• _______________________________________________________________________ 


 


• _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
7. His call to us 
 


What Jesus says about Himself: He calls sinners to trust in Him for eternal life; He invites 
the weary to rest in Him; He beckons the spiritually thirsty to be satisfied in Him; He 
warns of the danger of rejecting Him. 


• Matt. 11:28 – “Come to Me, all of you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you 
rest.” 


• John 3:16-18 – “For God loved the world in this way: He gave His One and Only Son, so 
that everyone who believes in Him will not perish but have eternal life. For God did not 
send His Son into the world that He might condemn the world, but that the world might 
be saved through Him. Anyone who believes in Him is not condemned, but anyone who 
does not believe is already condemned, because he has not believed in the name of the 
One and Only Son of God.”  


• John 5:24 – “I assure you: Anyone who hears My word and believes Him who sent Me 
has eternal life and will not come under judgment but has passed from death to life.”  


• John 7:37b-38 – “If anyone is thirsty, he should come to Me and drink! The one who 
believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, will have streams of living water flow from 
deep within him.”  


• John 8:24 – “Therefore I told you that you will die in your sins. For if you do not believe 
that I am [He], you will die in your sins.”  
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What the eyewitnesses say about Jesus: He calls sinners to receive forgiveness of sins and 
everlasting life by believing in Him; He grants salvation by grace through faith, apart from 
works; He calls us to salvation and to service. 


• Acts 2:39 – For the promise is for you and for your children, and for all who are far off, 
as many as the Lord our God will call.  


• Rom. 4:4-5 – Now to the one who works, pay is not considered as a gift, but as 
something owed. But to the one who does not work, but believes on Him who declares 
righteous the ungodly, his faith is credited for righteousness.  


• Eph. 1:18 – [I pray] that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened so you may know 
what is the hope of His calling, what are the glorious riches of His inheritance among the 
saints …  


• Eph. 2:8-9 – For by grace you are saved through faith, and this is not from yourselves; it 
is God’s gift …  


• Eph. 4:1 – I, therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, urge you to walk worthy of the calling 
you have received …  


• 1 Thess. 2:12 – [W]e encouraged, comforted, and implored each one of you to walk 
worthy of God, who calls you into His own kingdom and glory.  


• 2 Tim. 1:9 – [God] has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our 
works, but according to His own purpose and grace, which was given to us 
in Christ Jesus before time began.  


• Titus 3:5 – He saved us— not by works of righteousness that we had done, but according 
to His mercy, through the washing of regeneration and renewal by the Holy Spirit.  


 


What do you say about Jesus’ call to you? 
• _______________________________________________________________________ 


 


• _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 








Apologetics 101: Learning to Defend the Christian Faith 
 


How Do I Know the Bible is True? 
Objection 4: There are so many translations of the Bible that 


it’s impossible to know which one is right. 
 
It’s true there is an alphabet soup of Bible translations available today, from the KJV to the 
NJB and the TNIV to the HCSB. This has led some people to ask, “Which version is right?” 
and others to conclude that because there is so much variation between translations, none of 
them is correct. Keep in mind, however, that the autographs, or original documents, of 
Scripture are inerrant – not the subsequent copies and translations. Even though there are 
dozens of English translations that differ in varying degrees from one another, we have a 
high degree of confidence that the source documents from which these versions come are 
accurate representations of the autographs. 
 
Andreas J. Kostenberger writes: “[T]he task of translating the Bible from its source 
languages (Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek) into a receptor language such as English involves 
many issues related to the nature of language and communication….  The goal, of course, is 
the production of an English version that is an accurate rendering of the text written in such 
a way that the Bible retains its literary beauty, theological grandeur, and, most importantly, 
its message” (“Is the Bible Today What Was Originally Written?” found in 
www.4truth.net). 
 
General translation classifications 
 
There are four general classifications of Bible translations: formal equivalence, dynamic 
equivalence, optimal equivalence, and paraphrase. 
 
Formal equivalence. Often called a “word-for-word” or “literal” translation, the principle 
of formal equivalence “seeks as nearly as possible to preserve the structure of the original 
language. It seeks to represent each word of the translated text with an exact equivalent 
word in the translation so that the reader can see word for word what the original human 
author wrote” (The Apologetics Study Bible, p. xviii). Advantages of formal equivalence 
include: (a) consistency with the conviction that the Holy Spirit inspired not just the 
thoughts but the very words of Scripture; (b) access to the structure of the text in the 
original language; and (c) accuracy to the degree that English has an exact equivalent for 
each word. Drawbacks include sometimes awkward English or a misunderstanding of the 
author’s intent. The only truly formal equivalence translation is an interlinear version that 
tries to render each Hebrew, Aramaic, or Greek word with an English equivalent without 
changing the word order. Translations that tend to follow a formal equivalence philosophy 
are the King James Version (KJV), the New American Standard Bible (NASB), the English 
Standard Version (ESV), and The Amplified Bible (AMP – a word-for-word translation that 
features additional amplification of word meanings). 
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Dynamic equivalence. Often referred to as “thought-for-thought” translation, dynamic 
equivalence attempts to distinguish the meaning of a text from its form and then translate 
the meaning so that “it makes the same impact on modern readers that the ancient text made 
on its original readers” (The Apologetics Study Bible, p. xviii). Strengths include: (a) a high 
degree of readability and (b) an acknowledgement that accurate and effective translation 
requires interpretation. Drawbacks include: (a) the meaning of a text cannot always be 
neatly separated from its form; (b) the author may have intended multiple meanings; and (c) 
difficulty in verifying accuracy, which may affect the usefulness of the translation for in-
depth study. Examples of translations that tend to employ dynamic equivalence are the New 
International Version (NIV), the Contemporary English Version (CEV), and the Good 
News Translation (GNT – formerly Today’s English Version [TEV] and Good News Bible 
[GNB]). 
 
Optimal equivalence. Optimal equivalence as a translation philosophy recognizes that 
form cannot be neatly separated from meaning and should not be changed unless 
comprehension demands it, according to The Apologetics Study Bible: “The primary goal 
of translation is to convey the sense of the original with as much clarity as the original text 
and the translation language permit. Optimal equivalence appreciates the goals of formal 
equivalence but also recognizes its limitations” (pp. xviii – xix). The theory is to translate 
using formal equivalence where possible and dynamic equivalence where needed to clarify 
the text. The main advantage of optimal equivalence is the combination of accuracy and 
readability. The only drawback is that some people prefer either a more formal equivalence 
or dynamic equivalence translation. Translations that employ optimal equivalence include 
the Holman Christian Standard Bible (HCSB); the NET Bible; and God’s Word.  
 
Paraphrase. Paraphrased versions of Scripture are loose translations that are highly 
readable and contemporary but lack the accuracy of word-for-word translations and at times 
add meaning beyond what a thought-for-thought translation would allow. “These 
translations place primacy on clarity and are willing to skip some of the finer nuances in the 
text to make sure the reader is getting the main point of each verse,” notes Ray Clendenen, 
associate editor of The Apologetics Study Bible. Examples of paraphrased translations 
include The Living Bible (TLB) and The Message. 
 
Today the Bible is translated into more than 2,000 languages, covering more than 90 
percent of the world’s people – and 1,000 new translations are in the works, according to 
Rick Cornish in 5 Minute Apologist. As far as English translations go, there are good 
reasons for so many of them. “One reason relates to the original language,” writes Cornish. 
“As more manuscripts are discovered, scholars learn those ancient languages better and 
correct previous misunderstandings. A second reason is the changing nature of modern 
languages. What made sense in one generation makes less sense in the next and eventually, 
no sense or the wrong sense” (5 Minute Apologist, p. 73). 
 
 





