
The window has a long and fascinating history. It has evolved in 
response to the availability of resources, developments in 
design and technology, and the demands of those who use 
them. At once functional and aesthetic, the window must keep 
out the weather, provide ventilation, prevent intruders and 
buffer sound. Windows are also integral to the appearance of 
buildings, reflecting the practice and taste of particular regions 
or periods. The window cannot be seen in isolation from the 
building fabric in which it is set. 
 
This book presents, for the first time, a comprehensive 
treatment of the history and conservation of windows. Bringing 
together the practical experience of conservation practitioners 

with the knowledge of leading historians in the field, it offers a unique understanding of 
the window structure. 
 
Part 1 covers the history of the window 
including the development in glass 
technology. It also provides an illustrated 
glossary of window types. 
Part 2 reviews the changes in policy and 
legislation and discusses structural issues, 
decay mechanisms and the current 
stringent performance standards and how 
they affect historic windows. 
Part 3 focuses on the materials used in the 
construction of windows and the craft of 
leaded glazing. It details the appropriate 
techniques for repair and conservation.  
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Windows is fully illustrated in both colour and mono to 
include over 400 illustrations. 

This long awaited volume contains all the 
practitioner, conservation officer, curator, 
contractor or amateur will ever need to 
know about windows; from their history and 
development, to their identification, repair 
specification, use of materials and fittings, 
and even the current legislation governing 
them. It is packed with information provided 
by leading fenestration experts, ... it is 
surely essential reading.  Rory Cullen,  
Head of Buildings, The National Trust 
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Each of the fifteen authors contributing to the book provides a fluent and accessible 
discourse on their topic, and where appropriate, cross-references are made to work of 
co-contributors. Taken as a whole, the reader is provided with material that can be read 
through in a logical sequence to grasp the full compass of the subject, or dipped into for 
specific topics and advice as desired. To aid the reader in identifying architectural styles 
and technical details, the authors have carefully selected images from a wide range of 
sources, including historic drawings, paintings, pattern books, textbooks, and 
manufacturers’ catalogues together with some excellent contemporary and archive 
photographs. These are complemented by an equally impressive set of illustrations that 
accompany the chapters dealing with materials, defects and repair. 
 
The importance of windows is neatly summed up the English writer and caricaturist Sir 
Max Beerbohm in Fenistralia: ‘There is much virtue in a window. It is to a human being 
as a frame is to a painting, as a proscenium to a play, as “form” to literature. It strongly 
defines its content.’ 
 
We must recognize and value this virtue and so endeavour to conserve traditional 
windows whenever possible. The publication of this book will do much to inform the 
conservation process, and in so doing it will increase the probability of achieving 
successful outcomes. 
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