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Week Three

The first candle of advent reminded us that Jesus came as Sage -
Pure Wisdom; the second, that He came as Prophet — bringing words
of Truth. This week, we remember that He came as Priest — Perfect
Mediator, reconciling us to God.

We remember that we were once dead in our sin, alienated from God.
Unable to pay the debt we owed, we were left to offer sacrifices, over and
over again, only emphasizing our inability to pay for our wrong.

Jesus comes as our Priest AND our sacrifice. Dying once for all, He
now lives to make intercession for us, pleading our case before the
Father. Being completely God, He perfectly represents God to us.
Being completely human, He understands our plight and mercifully
represents us to the Father. He alone is worthy of the title Great High
Priest.

As we read in the book of Hebrews... (light candle here)

We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. It enters the inner
sanctuary behind the curtain, where Jesus, who went before us, has entered on
our behalf. He has become a Great High Priest forever, in the order of
Melchizedek.

Such a high priest meets all our needs—one who is holy, blameless, pure, set
apart from sinners, exalted above the heavens. Unlike the other high priests, he
does not need to offer sacrifices day after day, first for his own sins, and then for
the sins of the people. He sacrificed for their sins once for all when he offered
himself.

Prayer

Lord Jesus — Great High Priest and Perfect Sacrifice — we welcome
You and worship You today as The Way, the ONLY Way to God. We
thank you for Your sacrifice, we thank You for Your prayers on our
behalf, and we ask for Your priestly blessing on all we do. Come
today, as the Great High Priest and lead us in worship that is pleasing
to the Father. Amen.
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THE GREATEST GIFT
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