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Week Four

The first candle of advent reminded us that Jesus came as Sage — Pure Wisdom; the
second, that He came as Prophet — bringing words of Truth; The third, that He came
as Priest — Perfect Mediator, reconciling us to God. In this last week of Advent, we
remember that Jesus came as King — ushering in a new Kingdom.

This Kingdom would be unlike anything that had ever existed before. It was so
unlike what we thought we wanted from this promised King, and exactly what
we needed it to be. It would be a Kingdom governed by love & justice,
righteousness & peace, healing & Abundant Life. It would also be a Kingdom
that would never end. In a world system governed by greed & hate, war & evil,
this was truly Good News. No wonder Mary’s response to the angel’s
announcement was one of adoration and worship!

Scripture records that response for us in Luke 1...

I'm bursting with God-news;
I'm dancing the song of my Savior God.
God took one good look at me, and look what happened—
I'm the most fortunate woman on earth!
What God has done for me will never be forgotten,
the God whose very name is holy, set apart from all others.
His mercy flows in wave after wave
on those who are in awe before him.
He bared his arm and showed his strength,
scattered the bluffing braggarts.
He knocked tyrants off their high horses,
pulled victims out of the mud.
The starving poor sat down to a banquet;
the callous rich were left out in the cold.
He embraced his chosen child, Israel;
he remembered and piled on the mercies, piled them high.
It's exactly what he promised,
beginning with Abraham and right up to now.

Prayer

Lord Jesus, High King of heaven, we welcome You today to rule in our hearts.
We pray, just as You taught us, “may Your kingdom come, may Your will be
done”, right here, right now. As your willing subjects, we want our response to
Your coming kingdom to be like Mary’s... one of worship, adoration, and awe.
Lead us in Your kingdom dance, for Your glory alone. Amen
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