Tear the Heavens Open
Isaiah 64
Religious works can never repay sin’s debt.
The necessity of God’s grace is seen in: 1) sin’s results; and 2) sin’s remedy.

1. Sin’s results 
Isaiah recalls the days when the Lord caused mountains to quake and nations to tremble at His presence (vv. 1-3). To what event is the prophet likely referring (Ex. 19:9-25)?

______________________________________________________________________________

How will sinners respond when Messiah comes to judge the earth, according to the following verses?

Matt. 24:30 - ___________________________________________________________________

Rev. 6:12-17 - _________________________________________________________________

Matt. 7:21-23 - _________________________________________________________________

Note how the following verses describe the impact of sin on human lives:

Verse 5: “But we have sinned, and You were _________________________.”

Verse 6: “All of us have become like something ____________________, and all of our 

righteous acts are like a ___________________  ________________________; all of us 

_______________________ like a leaf, and our iniquities __________________  _______  

______________________ like the wind.”

Verse 7: “No one ________________ on Your name … For You have __________________  

_________  ____________ from us and made us ____________ because of our iniquity.”

What do the following verses of scripture tell us about the results of sin?

Rom. 6:17a - ___________________________________________________________________

Rom. 6:23a - ___________________________________________________________________

Why do you think Paul uses the images of slavery and death to describe the consequences of sin?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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2. Sin’s remedy
The prayer of the righteous remnant in this chapter expresses trust in the Lord, who is depicted in what two ways in verse 8?

______________________________________________________________________________

Note what Jesus teaches us about God the Father in the Sermon on the Mount:
· His location is _____________________________________ (Matt. 5:16).

· His character is ____________________________________ (Matt. 5:48).

· His knowledge is ___________________________________ (Matt. 6:8, 32).

· His desire for us is __________________________________ (Matt. 7:7-11).

Like Isaiah, the apostle Paul describes God as the Potter and people as vessels of clay (Rom. 9:21-24). If God, in His sovereignty, creates some people as “objects of wrath” and others as “objects of mercy,” why do you think He calls all people to repent (Acts 17:30)?
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

The remnant’s prayer is a cry for the Lord’s mercy. What, specifically, does Isaiah request in verses 9 and 12?

______________________________________________________________________________

What is God’s remedy for sin, according to the following passages of scripture:

Matt. 20:28 - ___________________________________________________________________

John 3:14-18 - _________________________________________________________________

Rom. 5:6-11 - __________________________________________________________________
1 Peter 3:18 - __________________________________________________________________

Why do you think so many people devise their own remedies for sin, such as church membership, baptism, good works, etc.?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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