Restoration and Retribution
Isaiah 66
In the end, God will set things right with the wicked and the good.
Everyone should be ready for Messiah’s return because they will experience either His restoration or retribution.

1. Restoration 
The Lord is depicted figuratively in verse 1. Where is His throne? What is His footstool? And why do you think Isaiah depicts Him this way?

______________________________________________________________________________

Why do you think Jesus (Matt. 5:33-37) and Stephen (Acts 7:49-50) borrow from verse 1? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Verses 7-14 of Isaiah 66 foretell the people’s return to Judah after the Babylonian captivity. To what is the swiftness of this return compared?

______________________________________________________________________________

To whom is the Lord compared in verse 13? __________________________________________

There will be joy once again in Jerusalem, according to verses 10-12. How does this foreshadow the ultimate joy of the New Jerusalem depicted in Rev. 21-22?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

How will Messiah’s coming (or Christ’s return, from a New Testament perspective) impact the nations, according to the following verses?
· Verse 18: “… they will come and see _______________________________________ .”

· Verse 19b: “And they will ______________ My glory __________________________ .”

· Verse 20: “They will bring all your brothers from all the nations as a ____________ to the Lord …”

· Verse 21: “I will also take some of them as _______________ and ________________ .”

What are some characteristics of the new heavens and new earth, according to verses 22-23?
______________________________________________________________________________

How should we live today as we wait for the return of Christ, according to 2 Peter 3:10-13?

______________________________________________________________________________
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2. Retribution
Who is the focus of the Lord’s wrath in verses 3-6? ____________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

What similar message does Jesus deliver to the religious leaders of His day in these passages?

Matt. 23:23-24 - ________________________________________________________________

Matt. 23:27-28 - ________________________________________________________________

Matt. 23:33-37 - ________________________________________________________________

Just as God uses the Babylonians to destroy Jerusalem for the people’s idolatry and injustice (587 B.C.), He uses the Romans to crush Israel’s capital city in 70 A.D. for the people’s rejection of Jesus as Messiah. Why do you think God punishes entire nations for the sins of its leaders?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

How do verses 14b-16 describe the Lord’s future dealings with the wicked?
______________________________________________________________________________

How do these verses compare with Rev. 19:11-16?

______________________________________________________________________________

Why do you think the righteous will see the dead bodies of the wicked (Isa. 66:24; Rev. 19:17-18)?
______________________________________________________________________________

Just outside Jerusalem lies the Valley of Hinnom (Gehenna in Greek), where children once were sacrificed to pagan gods, and in Jesus’ day a trash dump where fires burned continuously. The valley is a picture of judgment (Isa. 30:33). Why do you think Jesus used it to illustrate the horrors of hell (Mark 9:43-48)?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

How does Isaiah 66 address the point raised by some that a loving God would never send anyone to hell?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Copyright 2010 by Rob Phillips
